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That which is moft jut with refpect to children, is exa@ly the 
cotrary as to literary compofitions; of the former every one 
may naturally prefer his own, of the latter, the belt, which. 
foever it bey fhould have the preference. 








Art. 1. The Gardener's and Botanif’s Didtionary; containing 
the beft and neweft Methods of cultivating and improving the 
Kitchen, Fruit, and Elower-garden, and Nurfery; of per- 
forming the praéticul Parts of Agriculture; , of managing 

Vineyards, and of propagating ail Sorts of Timber Trees. By 

the late Philip Miller, F.R.S. To which are now firft ea bt 

added a complete Enumeration and Defcription of ail Plants ba 
hitherte known, with their generic and {pecific Charaéters, ae ae 

Places of Growth, Ties of Disveian, and Ujes, bath medi Be i 

cinal and economical, e whole corrected and newly are. mult 

ranged, with the Addition of all the Modern Improvements in 

Land{cape Gardening, and in the Culture of Trees, Plants, 

Qo and 
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and Fruits, particularly in the various Kinds of Hot-hayir 
and Forcing. frames: with Plates explanatory hath of them, 
and the Principles of Botany. By Thomas Martyn, B.D. 
FER S. Heg tins Pr ofeffor of ‘Botany in the Univerfity of Cams 
bridge. 2 ols. Fohio. “11 Guineas. London, printed 
to: F. C. ‘ghd J. Rivington, J. Johnfon, &c. 1807, 


THE reputation which the Gardener’s Diftionary, by 

Philip Miller, las jufily maintained for fo long a period, 
appears to have a ed the author (if we may fo call him) 
of the prefent work to raife lis fuperflrnéture on a founda- 
tion which has already proved iis durability, and the foundnefs 
of its materials. ‘The firft edition (which is at prefent ex. 
tremely fearce) was publithed in the year 1724, and appears 
to have been produced by the joint | ‘bours of a fociety efla- 
blifhed tor the improvement of gardening; confifting of fe. 
veral members, much devoted to this highly import int and 
interelling feience; moft of whom had ‘previoufly pub- 
lifhed fume detach cd tracts on the fubjeét. This little fo. 
ciety confifled tor the mott part of praétical garde ners, in the 
vicinity of London; and it is a remarkable faét, that, after 
the lapfe of nearly a century, feveral of thet: plantations 
and nurferics are {till polfeifed and conduéted by their imme. 
diate defcendents. 

Thomas Fairchild, of Hoxton, author of the City Gar- 
dener, 1722, Robert Furber, of Kenfington, Robert Smith, 
of Vauxhall, Samuel Driver, of Lambeth, Mofes James, of 
Standgate, Obadiah Low, of Batterfea, Chriftopher Gray, 
of Fulham, Benjamin Whitmill, of Hoxton, author of the 
Gardeners Untverfal Calender, 1726, Francis Hunt of 
Putney, and William Gray, Jun. of Fulham, were the 
principal contributors to the firft edition, and they pre- 
fixed a recommendation to the book. “ was publithed 
if two volumes o€favo, and was dedicated to Sir Hans Sloane. 
lt was followed, in 1731, by a folie edition, which is com- 
monly regarded as the firtt, and contains, in addition to the 
dire€tions for cultivating and improving the kitchen, freit, 
flower-garden, &c. an account of the nature and ufe ot 
barometers, thermometers, and hygrometers, proper for gar- 
déeners; and of the origin, caufes, and mature of meteors, 
and the particular influences of air, earth, fire, and wate: 
upon vegetation. During the hfe of Mr. Miller, eight edi- 
tions of this work were publithed, in which the fuccetlive 
and rapid improvements in botany and horticulture were 
adopted; the eighth and laft appeared in 1768. By a thort 
farvey of the arrangement and matter of this volume, we 
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fhall be able to appreciate the labours of the prefent editor, 
and the additions and improvements in the work before us. 

Mr. Miller obferves in his preface, that though in the title 
of his book itis only faid to be a diétionary of gardening, 
yet all the branches of agriculture are included in it, ina 
more complete manner than can be found in any other book 
extant. Nor are the inftruétions here given taken up hat- 
tily, but moft of them are the refult of morethan twenty 
years prattice in different parts of England, where he had 
been permitted to direét and fuperintend the whole; and he 
alfures the public, that he has been very cautious in recom- 
mending any thing, which he is hot thoroughly convinced to 
betrue. ‘The Linnzan arrangement tvas partially adopted in 
the feventh edition, but as the works of Linnaeus were at 
that time not perfeéted, and as many plants then in cultiva- 
tion were not to be found inf them, the deficiency was fup- 
plied from the fyftem of Tournefort; but Linnaeus having 
afterwards publifhed more general works, the fexual fyftem 
was adopted entirely in the eighth, except where Mr. Miller 
differed in opinion from the illuflrious Swede. 

The principal defeét of all thefe editions feems to have 
been inthe want of a proper arrangement of the matter; the 
mode of cultivation was generally given, with the defcription 
of the fpecies, and thus an unneceffary repetition occurred 
feveral times in the fame genus. ‘The enumeration of plants 
by Mr. Miller was alfo partial, as he only proteffed to de-. 
{cribe thofe which were 1n his time in general cultivation ; 
yet his prattical knowledge on this fubye¢t renders this part 
of his work by much the moft important, and to this alone 
may perhaps be attributed the popularity it has fo long en- 
joyed. Nor was it held in lefs eftimation throughout thé 
reft of Europe; it was tranflated into the Dutch, German, 
and French languages ; and obtained for the au hor as high 
a reputation on the continent as be had before acquired in 
this country. The chara€teriftic levity of the French dif- 
played itfelt (as Profeflor Martyn oblerves) by prefixing a 
fancy portrait of the author in a bag-wig and ruffles, a co/tume 
which muft appear truly ridiculous, to fuch as remember the 
plain old-fafhioned Englifh drefs, in which Mr. Miller al- 
Ways appeared. | 

The original materials, however, are but {canty, compared 
with the mafs of ufeful and important matter, which has 
been added by Profeffor Martyn, to the examination of whofe 
work we fhall now proceed, | 

The book is dedicated to Sit Jofeph Banks, to whom the 
axhor acknowledges his dbtigations tor the liberal ule of his 

Oo2 noble 
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nable library and colleétion of plants. The preface contams 
an ample account of the preceding editions, and the fuccef- 
{five improvements in each, with a brief fketch of the pri- 
vate life of Mr. Miller, from which we fhall make a fhort ex. 
tract. 


‘© He was born in the year 1691. Hgs father was-gardener 
to. the company of Apothecaries, and he fucceeded to that office 
in the year 1722, upon Sir Hans Sloane’s liberal donation of near . 
four acres to the company. Mr. Miller raifed himfelf from a 
ftate of obfcurity, to 2 degree of eminence, rarely if ever before 
equalled, in the charaéter of a gardener. It is not uncommon to 
give the term of botanift.to * y man, who can recite, by memory, 
the plants of his garden. But Mr. Miller refe much above this 
attainment: he added to his knowledge of the theory and practice 
of gardening, that of the ftru¢ture and character of plants, and’ 
was early and practically verfeqd in the methods of Ray and 
Tournéfort. Habituated to the ufe of thefe from his younger 
years, it was nofwithout reluctance that he was brought to adopt 
the fyitem of Linnzus; but he was convinced at length by the 
arguments of the late Sir William Watfon and Mr. Hudfon, and 
embraced it. ‘To his fuperior fkill in his art, the curious owe the 
qGuiture and prefervation of many fine plants, which, in lefs fkilful 
hands, would have failed, at that time, to adorn the confervatories 
of England. r 

*€ He maintained a correfpondence with many of the mof emi- 
nent botamiits on the Continent: among others, with Linnzas, 
who faid of his di€tiionary, Now crit Lexicon Hortulanorum, fed 
Rotanicoram. By other foreigners he was emphatically flyled 
HTortulanorum Princeps. He was admitted a member of the bota- 
nical academy of Florence; and a fellow of the royal focicty of 
London; in which he was occafionally honoured by being chofen 
of the council. Mr. Miller, fays Dr. Pulteney, was the only 
perfon I ever knew, who remembered to have feen Mr, Ray; and 
I fhall not eafily forget the pleafure that enlightened his counte- 
hahce, it fo ftrongly expreffed the Virgilinm tantum vidi, when in 
feaking of that revered man, he related to me that incident of 
his youth. 

«© Mr. Miller’s infirmities induced him to refign his office ia 
the garden a little time befure his deceafe, which took place Dec. 

8, i771. He left a very large herbarium of exotic plants, 
principally the produce of the, Chelfea garden. He accumulated 
no wealth from his reputable connection with the. great, or from 
the numerous editions of his ufeful works. He was of. a difpefi- 
tion too generous and carelefs of money te become. rich; tnd in’ 
all his tranfactions fhowed more attention to integrity and honett 
fame, than to any peckiniary advantages. He enjoyed thegreatett 
honour that a botanift can receive, in having anew genus of plants 
confecrated to his name. The Mitieria.” 
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A very extenfive lift of the authors confulted is publithed 


at the commencement of the werk, many of them very rar®ly 


to be met with, even in the beft botanical hbrartes; but in 
this refpeét the author poffeffes peculiar advantages, not only 
in his own colle&tion, but alfo trom his fituation in the Um- 
verfity of Cambridge, and his connettion with Sir. Jofeph 
Banks. This hit occupies eight folio pages. 

This is followed by a lift of authors who have written on 
gardening or hufbandry, arranged in a chronological order; 
it affords an amufing furvey of the progrefs of the art in this 
country, and conveys much curious intormation concerning 
the earlier writers. It may be confidered as a hiflory of gar- 
dening from the year 1478 to the prefent period. It contains 
principally Englifh writers, though forme foreigners are ad- 
mitted. The firft Englifh book that occurs is written by 
Fitzherbert in 1534, entitled, 


‘© The book of hufbandry, imprinted at London, in Ficet. 
fireet, in the houfe of Thomas Berthelet, near the conduit, at 
the fign of Lucrece (cum privilegio.) 1534. fmall ottavo. Harte’s 
Ejjzy, 2 ps 76. This is probably a wrong date for the book; the 
wooden devife only being thus dated.’’ 


We fhall fele& his account of the writings of Parkinfon, 
aml the flate of the art at that tyme, as a f{pecimen of the 
manner in which this part of the work 1s conduéted. 


“© 16029. PARKINSON. 

‘© Paradifi in Sole Paradifus Terreftris, or a garden of all 
forte of pleafant flowers which our Englifh ayre will permitt to 
be nourfed up: with a kitchen garden of all manner of herbes, 
rootes, and fruites, for meate or faufe ufed with us, and an 
orchard of all forte of fruit-bearing trees and fhrubbes fit for our 
land, together with the right orderinge, planting, and preferving 
of them and their ufes and vertues. Collected by John Parkinfon, 
Apothecary, of London. 1629. fol. Printed by Humfrey 
Lownes and Robert Young, at the fign of the Star, on Bread. 
ftreet-hill. This is an engraved title page by Switzer, and re. 
prefents the Garden of Eden. Pages 612, with 109 wooden cuts 
of flowers and fruits, and a portrait of the author. Dedicated to 
the Queene. , 2 

‘* This is the firft gardening book worth mentioning, and, con- 
fidering what had been done before, muft be allowed to have great 
merit. 

“ The flate of our gardens at the beginning of the feventeenth 


century may be judged of from his litt of fruits, flowers, trees 


and fhrubs then cultivated. sh 
‘s He enumerates 94 narciflufesy 31 crocufes, 70 irifes, 10 
Oo 3 cyclamens, 
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¢rclamens, 66 anemonies, and 20 ranunculufes, Jt appears that 
sailing anemonics from feed was not then familiarly known in. 
England. He has 19 carnations, and 30 gillyflowers, ‘The 
laurel, then called the bay-cherry, was a great rarity, and fup. 
pofed to require protection in winter. The double yellow rofa 
was acurioiity. Melons were then only beginning to’ be culti. 
vated. He directs them to be planted on a bank, floping to the 
fouth, raifed with ftable dung three feet deep :—covering them 
occafionally with ftraw. Some ufed great hollow glaffes, like 
unto bell-heads, ‘The ufual manner of eating them was with 
pepper and falt, and drowning them with wine. Gardeners were 
then beginning to fave their own feeds. Afparagus was found to 

® ©a deleftable fallet-herbe, whofe younger thootes, when a 
good handful high above the ground, and being boyled, were 
eaten with a little vinegar and butter, as a fallet of great delight.’ ’ 
Colliflowers were then to be had in this country véry feldom.— 
\hapontic, fellery, and finochia were great rarities. —Three forts 
ot potatoe are mentioned—the Spanifh—the Virginia, our common 
fort, then rare—and the Canada, our Jerufalem artichoke, then 
in vulgar ufe.—-Garden beans ferved more for the ufe of the poor 
than the rich, and kidney beans were oftener at rich men’s tables. 
~—Pickled ‘ cowcumbers that came from beyond fea’ were much 
ufed for fauce. Some had ftriven to equal them here, but they 
were nothing comparable to the Dantficke kind. 

‘© The larch was rare, and nurfed up with a few, and thofe 
only lovers of rarities. Bladder-nut, myrtle-leaved and Virgi- 
nian fumach are fpoken of as curiofities, 

‘© His catalogue of fruits contains the rafpis, white and red. , 
Currans, red, white, and black. Goofeberries, red of three 
forts, blew and green. Barberries, the common fort: a large 
variety he had not feen, and doubted the exiftence of thofe with. 
out ftones, Filberd, common. Grapes, twenty-three forts, 
Service, twoforts, Medlar, three forts. Lote or nettle tree, 
three forts. Cornel-tree, or cornelian cherry. Cherry, thirty- 
fix forts. Plumime, fixty-one forts. Neétorin, five forts, Al- 
mond, Orenge. Apple, fitty-cight forts. Quince, fix forts, 
Pear, fixty-four forts, Wallnut. ' Horfe-chefnut, Mulberrie, 
black, white, Virginia, The true fweet chefnut is left, he fays, 
to the woods, whilft the horfe chefnut is nurfed up from nuts fent 
us from Turkey, So little was the fruit known in Parkinfon’s 
days, that he fays it was roafted and eaten as the ordinary fort. 

‘¢ Te will give fome pleafure to the reader to meet with many” 
refyeétable perfons mentioned, who introduced curious and ufeful 
plants, and contributed to improve the cultivation of them: as 
John Tradefeant, John Goodier, of Maple-durham, in Hamp- 
fhire :’? 


And a long lift of names, which our limits will not allow us 
to copy. This fubject is fo treated, that it cannot fail to 
prove 
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prove highly imterefling to the colleftor of fearce books, as 
well as to the botamift. It is concluded with a recapitulation 
of the leading points of the fubjett, and affords a very fair 
fpecimen of the induftry and diferimmation, which appear 
fo confpicuous in the fucceeding and more eflential part’ of 
the work. 

In fucha catalogue, afew errors and deteéts cannot but 
occur, and we readily admit the candid and elegant avowal 
of them by the author hunfelt, 


‘© ] with that the above lift of books, on the fubje@ of huf, 
bandry and gardening, was lefs imperfect, and more free from 
errors than I tear itis. 1 fee daily Complete Syfems, and Compélete 
Didisnaries: but alas! I. cannot difcover this perfection in any of 
my performances, which, after all my labour and pains, moft 


a oe 


provokingly fill continue incomplete and erroneous. 


We have next a catalogue of trees, fhrubs, herbs, flowers 
and fruits, alphabetically arranged, under the following 
heads. Hardy deciduous trees. Hardy ever-green trees, 
Fruit trees and fhrubs. Climbing trees and fhrubs. Hardy 
deciduous {hrubs, including fome {mall trees commonly cul- 
tivated with fhrubs in ornamental plantations. Hardy ever- 
green fhfubs. Hardy herbaceous plants, perennial. Hard 
bulbous plants; and the natural orders of Enfate, Orchidiz, 
Spathacew, Coronaria, and fome of the Sarmentacee. 
Hardy herbaceous plants, annual. Green-houfe and ftove- 
plants. 

A concife éxplanation of the technical terms ufed in bo.’ 
tany next océurs, in which they are very clearly explained, 
and illuftrated by a reference to plates exhibiting the various ’ 
kinds of roots, leaves, flowers, fruits, &c. and the claffes’ 
and orders of plants according to the Linnafan fyftem. The’ 
examples are well chofen, and the plates neatly engraved. 
The derivation of the term is generally given, and a reference 
tothofe plants whichafford the moft familiar or ftriking exam 
ples of it, befides the references to the plates accompanying 
the work, ' 

The introdu€tory matter is concluded by a catalogue of the 
plants feientifically arranged, according to the fyftem of 
Linnwus; together with their effential charatters from the 
heads of the claffes in the Syftema Vegetabilium; correfted 
and enlarged in Willdenow’s edition of the Species Plane 
talum., 

The advantages of the prefent edition, both in matter and 
arrangement, are fufficiently confpicuous, on comparifon 
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with any of the preceding. The fourteenth edition of the 
Syftema Vegetabilium affords the lift of the plants defcribed 
in this work, with the exception of the mufci, alga and 
fungi. The plants in the order cryptogamia are only par, 
tially admitted ;. the lift is confined chiefly to thofe that are 
ufed in food, or 1n the arts. As botanifts, we confefs that we 
fhould have been better pleafed to have met with a more ex. 
tenfive examination of this very intricate part of the {cience, 
If the fear of increafing the bulk of the volumes reftriéted 
the learned profeffor from entering fully on this fubje@, we 
at leaft might have been favoured with the charaéter of each 
genus, anda catalogue of the fpecies; but as the work at 
prefent ftands, we find many genera altogether omitted, many 
very flightly noticed, and fome only with their generic cha 
ratter, and the number of fpecies contained in the genus, 
without any obfervations on their ufe as food, or in the 
arts, 
1. Genera omitted. 
Gymnoftomum, Andrea, Pterogonium. 


2. Genera inferted without their generic chara€ter. 
Anthogeros, Byflus, Dicranium. 
8. Genera inferted with the generic chara€ter, the fpecific 
charatier, and the enumeration of the {pecies omitted. 
Phafcum, Sphagnum, §plachnum. 


To each of thefe heads we might add many more inftances, 
but thefe are enough to prove that Profeffor Martyn had not 
fufficiently determined to what extent he fhould proceed on 
this point, and in fome degree deftroys the uniformity and 
fyflematic arrangement which is {fo confpicuous in every 
other part of the work. Thofe genera, which contain plants 
whofe ufes are aicertained, and which are fometimes cult- 
vated as food, ar collected as articlesof commerce, are more 
fully ‘difcuffed, and contain all the ufeful matter and infor- 
mation we can wifh for on thofe material points; but evefiin 
thefe genera, the liit extends no farther than to thofe {pecics 
whofe utility is acknowledged. | 

Obliged as we feel ourfelves to point out thefe defeéts in 
this highly refpe€table work, it is with pleafure we reflett 
that the remaining part of our tafk will aflord us an opportu- 
nity of dving ample juftice to the ability and perfeverance of 
the learned profeifor. In a fucceeding number we fhall pro- 
ceed to the examination of the more effential part; the ge- 
neral arrangement of the work. 

(Io be continued.) 
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Art. II. Memoirs of the Public Life of the late Right Hon, 
Charles James Fsx. By R. Fell. 4to. 11. 11s. 6d. of two 
Vols. 8vo. pp. 422, and 602. 18s. Hughes. 1808. 


OF fuch a man as the fubje& ef thefe memoirs, it is not 
eafy to write with impartiality, It is indeed not eafy 
to write with abfolute impartiality of any man, who has 
ftrongly attratted the public attention, till the lapfe of time 
has removed thofe mifis, through which his merits were 
viewed by his friends, and his faults by his enemies. If 
fuch be the cafe with refpeét to thofe who have merely di- 
vided into parties the republic of letters, or who have atted 
but a fubordinate part in the ftate, or in the army ; how very 
dificult muff it be, when writing of two fuch political rivals 
as Pit and Fox, who divided the nation—perhaps even Eu- 
rope—between them, to ‘* {peak of them both as they were; 
nothing to extenuate, nor to fet down aught in malice againft 
either!’? The parts a€ted by thefe two illuitrious flateimen, 
were, in general, fo very different, that if the one can, with 
truth, be called a patriot, the other deferves, in the opinion 
of his opponents, a denomination with which we choofe not 
to {tain our pages; and to aggravate the difficulty of giving, 
while the condu€t of both is frefh in the memory of every 
man, an impartial view of the public life of either, the one 
was, in private, the moft affable and condefcending of hu- 
man beings; whilft the other, apparently cold and diftant, 
feldom wal from the dignity of office, or the confcious 
pride of fuperior talents, except in the company of his thofl 
intimate friends. 

Of the difficulties refulting from thefe circumftances, 
Mr. Fell feems to have been fully aware, when he undertook 
the tafk which he has here performed. He does not, there- 
fore, lay claim to impartiality; but, with a very fingular fpe- 
cies of candour, informs the public, that 


‘« Venerating the memory of Mr. Fox in a degree which can- 
not be exceeded by thofe who were bound to him by the dearett 
ties of relationfhip and affociation, he fhould hold himfelf —. 
larly unfortunate, fhould @ paffage be found in bis work which 
could give offence to the moft affedlionate of his friends. This»is the 
only offence that he fears to give, and the only cenfure that be dreads 
to receive,’” (Pref.) 


Other biographers, difclaiming all attachment to party, 
protefs to have no other- objeét in view but the diffemmination 
of truth; and declare, that the only offence which aap ar 
afrai 
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afraid to give, is to her friends; and that the cenfure of her 
friends: 1s-the-only cenfure which they dread to-receive, 
Mr. Felt honeftly avows, that his hopes and fears are very 
different; that he writes for the gratification of a party alone s 
that to him, the praife and cenfure of the public at large are 
alike imdifferent ; and that Ke thould hold himfelf fingularly 
unfortunate, were a fingle paffage, whether expreflive .of 
truth or of falfhood, to be found in his work, which could 
give offence to the family of Lord Holland, or to thofe who 
acted with Mr. Fox in parliament! Accordingly we find 
him declaring, (p. 20) that 


«« Since no panegyric on the extreme prodigality and extra. 
vagance of Fox’s early life, would be decent or fufferable, as 
little cen/ure ought to be expected or admitted, without the mo 
cireumPantial and pofitive evidence,’’ 


This, however, the reader will find not confidered as ne- 
ecffary, wher the faults of other flatefmen are to be recorded ! 
—Nay, we find him (p. 161, &c.) making along and laboured 
epology for the private vicivs of his favourite itatefman. 


«¢ His powers were too great and attive to continue long un- 
eraployed !---Had not the love of play, with which his enemies 
fo loudly upbraided him, early arretled the vigorous and fan. 
guine capacity of Mr, Fox, who can calculate into what other 
lefs honourable exceffes his own paflions, the feductions of pro- 
flipate affociates, or accidental temptations, might have plunged 
him !—His faults were pardonable exuberances, fanioned by fafbion, 
and the manners of the age; and, rotwithftanding all the inquie- 
tudes and diftra¢tions they brought on himfelt, occafioned no 
rclaxation of his public efforts for the fervice of his country !’” 


Without flopping to pafs either praife or cenfure on the 
man who avows fuch principles as thefe, we beg leave only 
to obferve, that he, who is under their influence, is in great 
danger of being carried by them beyond his objeét ; and even 
of injuring the charaéter or party which it 1s his aim to ferve. 
Of the truth of this obfervation, the judicious reader will 
tind, we think, complete evidence in the volumes before us. 
At lealt we rofe from the moft attentive perulal of them, 
with a much lefs favourable opinion of the motives of Mr. 
Fox’s public conduét, than we had ever before entertained ; 
although we candidly acknowledge, that, as a flatefman, he 
was, at no period of his life, the obje€t of our admiration, 
The impreilion thus received, was not indeed of long dura 
tion; a moment's reflection on the nature of the work tuficed 
to convince us, that Mr. Fell knows juift as much of the mo- 
tives 
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t@es. and 2im, of Mr. Fan’s public condutt, as hé has. been 
able to qolie& ftrom.she newfpapers and annuah regifters ; 
that he has.extubited fqgme.of his, moft-inflammatony {peeehes 
in the leait. favousable fight poflible, by fupprelling the 
fpeeches to which they were rephes; and that the principles, 
which he occaftonally, attritutes: to the orator, are probably 
nothing. mere than thefe pmnejples, which he is confcious 
would have prompted fuch fpeeches by -himfeli, had he beam 
a member of the houfe of commons, and poffeffed of equal, 
powers of eloquence. 

We have made thefe preliminary obfervations, that. no 
friend or admirer of Mr, Fox may charge us with injuftice 
to his memory, fhould:qur analyiis of his memoirs by Mr. 
Fell exhibit him in a poimt of view very different from that 
in which they have been accuftomed to behold him. But 
as the work has no claim whatever to be confidered as @ 
piece of biography, being in reality little more than an ab- 
ftragt of Ins molt violent {peeches in parliament, and in the 
Wuic CLus, together with fome addrefles to his conth- 
tuents, the electors of Weftminiter ; and asthefe things: may 
be read to much. greater advantage in the newfpapers and 
regifters trom which they appear to have been taken, than 
in the volumes betore us, we have no intention, to follow 
the author, ftep by ftep, through his tedious detail, but 
merely to exhibit the character of Mr. Fox as he has deo 
pieled it. When we have done this, and made fome ob- 
fervations on the ftyle of this author, and on what we think 
his political prejudices, we {hall have done ail that can be 
expected from us by readers of any party. : 

After attempting in vain to apologize for the condu@ of 
the firft Lord Holland, when pay-maflter-general of the forces, 
Mr. Fell is pleafed to fay, that though his Lord{hip’s talents, 
for managing the Houfe of Commons, were certainly of the 
fwit order, little praife is due to him on that account, fince 
‘he lived and aéted in times of a paffive mediocrity of talents 
and events!’’ Though this obfervation is almoft foreign 
from the purpofe of thefe memoirs, we have taken notice 
of it, that our readers may perceive how well qualified the 
author is, by his knowledge of parliamentary hiftory, to efli- 
inate the merits of rival ftatefmen! According to him, the 
phalanx which drove Sir Robert Walpole from the helm, 
though it confifted of {uch men as Pultney, and Pitt, and 
Pelham, &c. &c. difplayed but a mediocrity A ; whilft 
the feven year’s war, fo glorioufly conduéted by the firil 
Mr. Pitt, exhibited only @ paffive medsocrity ¢ events! This 


author next proceeds to applaud the boundlefs indulgence . 
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of Lord Holland to Charles, his favourite fon, though: he 
acknowledges, with the fame breath,*that'’** the ntmoft lar: 
tude of the boy’s pleafures, and even of hjs projects and 


his whims, never, perhaps, in a figgle inftance, occafioned. 


an exertion of paternal authority Nav, though he -fays 
that at Spa, when Mr. Fox was lady fourteen years of age, 
** his Lordfhip excited in his youthful mind a peffion Sor play, 
by allowing him five guineas a night to be ipent in games 
ef hazard !”’ . 

Aftertwo fuch fpecimens of the author’s judgment, the 
reader cannot be much furprifed on finding him exhibit 
Mr. Fox as intluenced, through the whole of his public life, 
hy one paffion—a boundlefs love of power; at the very time 
that he 1s pronouncing him the greateft ftatefman, and moft 
difinterefted patriot, that Britain ever produced! The effect 
which this inpudicious panegyric mult have on the mind of 
every unprejudiced man, who knows nothing of Mr. Fox's 
public conduét but what he has derived trom it is this; 
that fuch a man muft believe that all his ftruggles were 
to place himfelt at the head of a powerful ariltocracy ; and, 
with the aid of it, to trample at once on the rights of the 
people, and the prerogatives of the crown. That, to obtain 
this objeét of his mighty ambition,. he fometimes talked the 
language of Toryifm, and fometimes that ot Democracy ; 
and that when he had apparently obtained it, he adopted 
every method poflible to keep himfelt and his friends in 
affice, in oppofition to the voice of the people, and the will 
of the king, are faéis indifputable, if any credit be due to 
the work before us. 

‘That ambition was Mr. Fox’s ruling paffion, is indeed 
‘exprefsly admitted by this author at a very early period of 
lus Memoirs. After intorming us that he entered parliament 
as a zealous fupporter of the meafures of the court; and 
that he defended all the odious, unpopular, and uncontti- 
tutional proceedings (as Mr. Fell choofes to call them) re- 
fpecting Mr. Wilkes and the Middlefex eleétion, he thus 
accounts for his fublequent rupture with Lord North. 


* It has been fuppofed, and urged with great plaufibility, that 

Me. Fox, confcious of his vaft fuperiority over all his compe- 
titors, was diflatished with the fubordinate appointment he held, 
and looked up to a Ration of confequence and refponfibility more 
worthy of his acknowledged talents. Lord North had flattered 
his ambition with the hopes of a feat in the cabinet ; but, in pro- 
pert tion as his claims to that diftinétion became better founded, 
the nvntiter fhewed lefs inclination to — his wifhes, or rea- 


lize thofe high expectations, which he had himfelf raifed and - 


encouraged. 
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.tpgouraged., Lord Nagth probably dreaded the: introduion of 


a coadjutor into the cabinet, whofe abilities he viewed with jea. 
loufy, and whofe independent fpirit he could not hope to govern. 
On the other hand, it has“been afferted, that Mr. Fox’s dif. 
.appaintment did not originate with the minifter, hut in the fecret 
power then lodged behind the throne, which guided the reins of 
yovernment, and was the fruitful fource of all thofe misfortunes, 
which afterwards fell fo heavily on the nation. Thofe who 
maintain this opinien, argue very rationally, that had the mi. 
nitter aéted entirely from himfelf, his own difcernment muft have 
taught him that wo purcha/e was too bigh for a character whom he 
could neither keep without honour, -nor lofe without danger. 
One, at leatt, of very-inferior fagacity, might have eafily fore. 
feen, that in proportion as he was ferviceable as a friend, he 
would be alfo formidable as anenemy.’’ Vol. I. p.. 34. 


We pafs over, asuunworthy of notice, the bafe and ground- 
Je(s infinuation, here thrown out, of @ fecret power hedged 
behind the throne; and beg leave to call the reader’s attention 
19 the motive ‘which this author atfigns for Mr. Fox’s firit 
jupporting the meafures of the court, and afterwards ing ibe 
wery Jame meajures.with the utmoft vehemences He began 
his parliamentary career with defending the proceedings of 
the Houfe of Commons. refpeéting the Middlefex election, 
as well as thofe meafures of the court and parliament, which 
gave accafion to the American war, Why. did he defend 
them? ~Did he think them.conftitutional and right? We 
are perfuaded that he did; for we have Mr. Fell’s authority 
(p. 59) for faying, that fuch were his hereditary principles, as 
well’as his own’declaration, (Vol. Ll. p. 367) made long 
afterwards, that he had always been of opinion, “* that the 
Britith parliament had a Jegal right to tax America.” Was 
this conviétion then the reafon of his peg nt 
fures of Lord North’s adminiftration? By no means, fays 
Mr. Fell: he fupported thofe meafures becaufe' ‘t+ Lord 
North had. flattered his: ambition with the hopes of a'feat in 
the cabinet !’’. And when the minifter negletted ‘to rea- 
lize thole high expeétations, which he had. hinfelf raifed,’’ 
he deferted him, and oppofed, with the utmoft vehemence, 
thofe very meafures which he had hitherto fupported with all 
the powers of his argumentative eloquence, though he full 
continued to think them legal and conftitutional!! Did 


this condu& flow from the /pirit of patriotifm, or from the 


love of power ? » 
Mr. Fell indeed fays, (Vol. 1. p. 55) that - 
‘« The grand principle on which Mr. Fox oppofed the Ame. 
rican war, was its injuftice; that the Britith parliament bad “4 
7 rig 
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right to levy @ tax on the Americans; and that reliftance on vhet¢ 
part was juftifiable !’’ 


But Mr. Fox himfelf, in a moft inflammatory fpeech, 
pubhthed by the fame Mr. Fell, (Voi. I. p. 358, &c.) jg 


reprefented as faying, that 


‘¢ When the difpute began with America, it was not becaule 
it was held that the Britith Parliament Aad wo right to tax Ame. 
rica, that the project of taxing her was poled The Ame. 
ricans indeed did maintain, that the Britifh Parliament had no 
fuch right; but 4e, (Mr. Fox) and many others, who oppo/ed the 
measure, admitted the right, and he was frill of the fame 


epinion {°° 


But, perhaps, the moft complete roof that ever was pro- 
duced againit a flatetman, otf his being influenced in his 
public condutt /olely by the love of power, is here produced 
againft Mr. Fox in a fpeech faid to have been fpoken by 
bimjelj, on bis retiring from office, immediately after the death 
of the Marquis of Rockingham. At the time of that fecef. 
fion, it was the general belief of the nation, (for, individually, 
we remember it well), that, on the death ot the noble Mar. 
quis, Mr. Fox and his confidential friends, wifhed to place 
at the head of the adminiftration fome ftatefman whom they 
might lead to what meafures they chofe; and that they re- 
tured in difguft, when the king, regardlefs of their recom- 
mendation, con{tituted the Earl of Shelburne firft lord com- 
miflioner ot the treafury ; a nobleman, who, on fome points, 
thought mof as they did; and who, they were perfeétly aware, 
was fully able to fupport by argument whatever meafures he 
might deem it expedient to adypt. To fomething of this 
kind General Conway alludes in a fpeech which he is here 
faid to have pronounced on Mr. Fox’s refigning the ofhce 
of Secretary of State. The General, who was. himfelt a 
member of the Cabinet, very juftly obferves, that ‘* when 
eleven minifters were affernbled m council, it was impoflible 
that chere fhould not be fome fades of difference in opinion;” 
adding, that ‘* when this difierence was not of an important 
nature, to retire from the cabinet, was a meafure, in his mind, 
not to be juftified.” He then enumerates the /eading prin- 
ciples by which he underflood that the cabinet formed by 
the Marquis ot Rockingham was to be governed, proving 
incontrovertibly, that not one of them had then -been aban-. 
doned by Lord Shelburne: afd, in the courfe of bis fpeech, 
he utters the following words, by which we apprehend that 
chore was meant than meets. either the ear or the eye. 
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.@ For his part he did not mind mex; he would never take 
any fhare in a fcramble or quarrel for places, penfious, or power ; 
he did not care who were the members of the cabinet, or «av/y 
cajoyed power, provided that tho/e principles, which he had ftated 
as the fundamental points of the new admuiniitration, were ftrictly 
adtered to. He losked to meafures only, and not to men, He la. 
mented as much as any man the death of the Noble Marquis, 
which had occaftoned the late diwifion; but he faw no ground far 
apprehenfion, that his fucceflor would not fteadily purfue the rrue 
intereft of his country.’’ P, 239. 


In his reply to General Conway, Mr. Fox is here made 
to fay, that 


“ Tt feemed to have been infiuuated, that difappointment in a 
conte? for power and place, had been the true caufe of bis retreat 
from the prifext adminifiration; but he was happy to have it in 
his power to anfwer this charge effectually, ry ailuring the 
Houfe, that he bad ina Fuld cabinet council ex prefily declared, that, 
if /uch and fuch meafures foould be adapted, be muft necefferity 
rofign Ais employment. ‘This declaration he had made previoys to 
the death of the Marquis of Rockingham. If he did not a@v- 
ally refign before that melancholy event took place, i# wis be. 
caufe he would not embitter the laft moments of a venerable friend, 
by taking a flep which he kneiv would give him the greatef un. 
cafinefs: “but to prove that the probability of the death of ‘chat 
great and good man had no influence whatever upon him in: his 


rcfolution to refign, he faid, when there was every hope given. 


by the faculty that the Noble Marquis was likely te recover, 
that he had on the very day when thofe delufive tidings, had becea 
brought to the cabinet, pofitively declared that he mutt retire, 
if fuch a particular meafure fhould be adopted. He was. out-woted 
in the council, and that meafure was adapted.’" P. 240... 


If this be a fair tranfcript of Mr. Fox's fpeech on the 
memorable occafion of his retiring from office, of w hich we 


certainly think that there is room tor doubt, nothing can be 


more evident than that the /sve ¢ of power was then his ruling 
paffion. General Conway ‘had ‘completely proved, that all 
the leading principles on which the adminiftration had been 
formed, were faithfully adhered, w. Mr. Fox, in the re- 
mainder of his fpeech, as it is here publithed,, reluétantly ac- 
knowledges that they had’ been fo, though he had JookeT for 


a deviation from them; but becaufe ‘on Some inferior point? 


he had been out-voted m a council confilting of elepen rien. 
he retired in difgutt from that flation: for the atrainment ef 


which, according to the Memotrs before us, he f{upported » 


all the odious and uncanflitation al meafures of Lord North’ at 


his firft entrance into parharsent; Thad for the recovery ‘of 
. which, 
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which, he foon. afterwards coalefced with Lord Nort 
again ! | 

That in forming the csalitron thefe two ftatefmen were in. 
fluenced by an inordinate lov~ of power, has never, we be. 
lieve , been controverted, except by Mr. Fell, and a few 
fuch men as he; who having been dazzle! by the {plendid 
talents of the one, and the good-humoured wit of the other, 
were unable to perceive what glared in every other eye. 
This author acknowledges, that ** no political tranfa@tion 
ever excited more general aftonifhment, or was followed with 
a larger fhare of public difapprobation, than this union be- 
tween the great leaders of the Whig andgTory parties ;”’ and 
the defence which he makes for them is contemptible i in the 
extreme. The whole nation was convinced, that to one or 
other of them was to be attributed the lofs of America. 
They had themfelves mutually charged each other with alt 
the calamities and difgrace w hich had befallen the nation in 
the courfe of a long and difaflrous war. Mr. Fox attributed 
thefe calamities to the utter i capacity and folly of his Ma- 
jefly’s minifters; whilft Lord North, with at leaft equal 
truth on his hde contended, that our want of fuccefs and 
every particular difafter refulting from the war were charge- 
able to the rancour of oppofition ; that ‘* the itrength of go 
vernment had been broken, its meafures impeded, and its* 
operations defeated by the ftruggles of party.” Yee Mr. 
Fox, who had aflured the Houfe of Commons, p. 234, that 
under Lord Shelburne’s adminiftration, ‘** the old fiftem was to 
be revived, moft probably with the old men,” and, p. 245, that 
**he could not aét with any men in whom “ had not the fulleft ’ 
and moft unbounded confidence,’ ’ now agree! to aét with Lord 
North, one of the o/d men, to whole folly and incapacity, he 
had a hundred times attributed the lofs ot the American con- 
tinent ! 

When the coalition was formed, and Lord North and Mr. 
Fox appointed Secretaries of State, this author proceeds to 
detail the moft important fubjects, which the new minitters 
brought before the confideration of Parliament ; and inad- 
vertently admits, p. 271, that they continued to att, though 
one of the firft advices which they gave at the council-table, 
was * overruled by the authority of the Severeign!’ This is 
one pafjage, which, notwithftanding Mr. Fell’s laudable care 
to give no offence ta Afr. Fox’s friends, cannot, we think, be 
gratifying to the party, With which he had aéied during his ‘laf 
adminiftration. But the fubje&t on which the minifters ful- 
tered themfelves to be overruled by their Sovereign, was of 
very little importance in comparifon with Mr. Fox’s “> 
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for the government of India, which contained the firft u»- 
equivocal proof of his hig ariltecratical principles, and of his 
contempt, as his adverfaries contended, as well for the rights 
of the fubje€& as the prerogatives of the Crown. By the 
bill, which he introduced into Parliament and carried through 
the Houfe of Commons, the Eaft India Company was to be 
deprived of its charter; the government of its territorial pof- 
feffions was to be velled in a board, confifting of feven men 
chofen, for four or five years, neither by the Company, nor 
by the Crown, but by Parliament ; and the board, fo chofeh 
and eftablifhed, was to be invefted not only with full power 
to appoint and difplace all oficers in India; but even to 
controul the operations of the rine direfors to be chofen b 
the proprietors for the purpofe of condutting the fales, outfits, 
and all the commercial concerns of the Company, p. 270. 
A more violent meafure than this was furely never Conceived 
by ftatefmen. 


“© Tt was an attack, faid thofe who oppofed it, on the moft 
folemn charters, ratified by the faith of Parliament; and was 
fraught with the moft pointed mifchief againft the integrity of 
the Britith legiflature. They regard:d it, cr they affedled to tex 
gerd it, as the fatal forerunner of fome dreadful political change; 
which was to deftroy the balance of the conftitution. The King, 
they faid, did not hold his crown on a more folemn tenure, 
than the Eaft India Company did their commercial and territo- 
tial rights; and they invidioufly afked, 1f the Company’s chars 
ter was to be taken away, what fecurity was there, that the 
charter of the Bank of England, or of any other body corporate 
in the kingdom, might not equally be violated? What fecurity 
could any individual have for his private property, if the rights 
and propesty of the Company were thus to be torn from them? 
It was a ftretch of authority to which they never could confent, 
If the bill pafed [fhould pafs] into a law, it would be a death. 
warrant to all the charters, and immunities of corporations and 
of individuals in Britain.’” P. 281. 


Thefe, fays the author, were the chief arguments which 
were urged againft the propofed meafure; but he is mif- 
taken. . It was likewife urged, that the influence of feven 
men, ¢/tablifbed by aét of Parliament for four or five years, with 
all the patronage of India at their di/pa/al, would be too pow- 
erful both tor the Crown and the Houfe of Commons; and 
that one great obje€t of the authors of the bill, was, through 
the influence which by it they muff have acquired, (had it 
palled into a law, and a board ot their own creatures been 
appointed) to render themnfelves fo far independent of the 
Crown, that they could not have been removed from their 
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offices for at leaft four years ! ‘That fome fuch object as this 
was in their view, 1s rendered extremely probable by the 
condu& which they purfued, when their India bi 1 Ws laff, 
and themfelves difmiffed from his Ma} elty’ s councils. The 
Houle of Commons, which confifted almoft entirely of the 

adherents of the late Marquis of Rockingham, and'of Lord 


North, 


—** came,’ ” (fay s Mr. Fell) to various rong refolutions in 
fupport of their priv iteees, which were conceived to be attacked 
by “9 formation of a miniftry, which did xot poffe/s their conf. 
dence! Anad Idrefs, in the firtt inftance, was voted to the King, 
hasind that ° BP hy reports of aw intended diffolution of Par. 
fiament hid gone forth, and humbly reprefenting to his Majetty 
the inconveniences and dangers of a prorogation or diffolution 
of Parliament in the then itv ration of affairs; and alfo entreating 
the Sovereign to hearken to the advice of that Houfe, and not to 
the fecret advice of ae gp perfons, who might have private 
interefts of their orn (North and Fox, good men, could have no 
fuch interefts!) feparate from the true interefts of the King and 
people.’ ’’ P. 317. ‘* Soon afterwards Mr. Fox, in a com- 
mittee on the flate of the nation, moved two refolutions, one 

rohibiting the iffue of any otber [of the} public money from the 
‘Treafury, Exchequer, or Bank of England, after a prorogation 
or diffolution of Parliament, unlefs the fupplies fhould be previoufly 
appropriated by act of Parliament: ‘the other deferring the fecond 
reading of the mutiny bil! to the aad day of February, ‘Lhe ob. 
ject of thefe refolations was to render a diffolution of Parliament 
impraficable, and though w armly oppofed by Mr. Pitt and his 
friends (and re; probated by the whole nation}, they were carried 
without adivifion.’”? P, 918. 


Such violent attacks as thefe on the juft prerogative of 
the Crown, and, through it, on our unrivalled Contftitution, 
had never been made in Parliament fince the difaftrous reign 
of Charles the Firit. Fortunately, refolutions of the Houle 
of Commons have not the authority of aéts of Parliament ; 
for if they had, the monarchy would now have been as 
completely abolithed, as it was when the ill-advifed Charles, 
in the year 1641, paile d the unconititutional bill, which pro- 
hibited the Parliament from bel dillolved, prorogued, or 
adjourned but dy its own confent. The name of King might 
have been preferve d for fome years, as it was then; but th 
whole power of the flate woul: d have pafled into the hands of 
the Coalition. As the Houle of Commons adhered perti- 
nacioufly to thefe violent meafures, the King had now no 
other alternative, but either to abdicate the throne at once 
and retire to his Germen dominions; or, after allowing the 

Coalition 
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Coalition to fun riot as long as poffible without endangering 
the fafety of the ftate, to make his appeal from a faéion to his 
Br: itifh fu ibjects at large. Like a patriot King, confcious of 
defervmg the love and gratitude of his people, he, with great 
wifdom, chofe the latter alternative, which furnithed this 
author with an opporty: uty of faying (p. 388) that ** for the 
maintenance of authority furreptitioutly obtained, Mr. Pitt 
diffolved the moft virtuous, upright, and independent Houfe 
of Commons that England had feen for a long feries of 
years.” England herfelf, however, thought very differently 
of that Houfe of C ommons; for even Mr. Fox 1s, in this 
work (vol. ti, p. 373), reprefented as conte fing, that ‘* the 
people treated it not as their ergan in the C onttitution, and 
the guardian of their rights, but as a faction leagued to ¢ 
prefs ihem, w ith whom the y had no common intereft, or 
common ca ule; and to us it appears not pofhble, that the 
people could have treated it otherwife. 

Mr. Fox was now in oppofition, and, apparently aban- 
doning his ariflocratical principles, continually raved in 
Parliament, in the Whig-club, and in his addreffes to his 
conilitue: ts, of the rights of the people, the arbitrary prin- 
ciples of admini ‘ftration, and the increafing influence of the 
Crown! On one memorable occafion indeed he talked a 
very different language—language that would have been 
much more fuitable to a Tory , in the reign of Charles the 
Second, oppofing the exclufion bill, than to the leader of 
the Whigs towards the end of the eighteenth century. The 
occafion, to which we allude, was the univerfally lamented 
indif{pofition of the King, which, during the latter part of 
the year 1788 and the beginning of 1789, rendered his Ma- 
jefty incapable of difcharging the fun€tions of Government. 
Mr. Fox was then on an excurfion to the Continent; but 
an exprefs being fent after him, he returned to E ngland with 
the greatelt difpatch, that, in the Houfe of Commons, he 
might claim the regency of the kingdom for the Trince of 


Wales. This he did by declaring, vol. ii. p.5, 


‘ That in the prefent condition of his Majefty, his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales had as clear, as exprefs a right 
to exercife the power of fovereignty, during the continuance and 
fof the] incapacity, with which it had pleafed God to afflict 
his Majefty, as in the cafe of his Majefty having avdergone a na- 
tural demije.—-—— —If the Prince did not claim thofe powers, 
to which from analogy, from hiftory, and from the fpirit of the 
eonftitution he was clearly entitled; if he atted in a manner 
more fuited to his charatter and education; that moderation 
fuould be their ftrongeft incitement’? to reftore, without delay, 
Ppz the 
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the eur apoe authority, ‘‘ whieh, he repeated (p. £3)y his Royal 
Highnefs had an undoubted claim to exercife in re name and on 
the behalf of his Royal Father.’’ 


Such language as this from a profefled Whig, who had 
fo often talked of the majefly of the people, and who was 
known to be 1n the confidence of the Prince of Wales, ex. 
cited, out of doors, fome fevere animadverfions, not on Mr. 
Fox only, but alfo on his Royal Highne‘ s, who had cer. 
tainly done nothing to deferve them. On Mr. Fox they 
were the more fevere, as he ftrenuoufly oppofed the appoint. 
ment of a committee to examine and report precedents of fuch 
proceedings, as may have been had in fimilar cafes; and he 


was fain, at the next meeting of the Houle, after fome verbal 
guibbling, to admit, that 


‘*€ Before the prince could exercifé that right (for which he had 
fo unguardedly contended) ‘ he muft appeal to the court compe. 
tent to decide, cwvhether it belonged to him or not, and from the 
adjudication of that court receive the pofleflion. ‘1th the Lords 
and Common: of Great Britain refted the adjudication of the Prince 
of Wales’s right, and by them he was to be put into poffeffion. 
But in confidering it, they were not to exercife di/cretion, whe- 
ther he was or was not the proper perfon to exercife that right; 
but whether or not he really fad it; they were not then in the 
capacity to legiflate, but only to judge ; functions which they 
all knew to be clearly diftiné.”’  P. 19. 


This, whether it be conflitutional do€&trine or not, was, 
in effect, a retra€tation of what he had fo confidentlWaf- 
firmed at their laft mecting; for it is indifputable, that in 
the cafe of his Majefty’s Aaving undergone a natural demife, 
the adjudication of the Prince of Wales’s right to exercife the 
royal authority dues not reft with the Lords and Commons of 
Great Britain, nor would he, in that cafe, have occafion to 
appeal io any court, to be put in poffeflion of what the letter, 
as well as the {pirit of the conftitution declares to be his un- 
doubted right. 

Mr. Pitt having'carried his motion for the appointment of 
a committee to examine precedents, it was found, that during 
the minority of Edward the Third, and cf Richard the 
Second, as well as during the temporary incapacity of 
Henry VI. a cafe extremely fimilar, the exercife of the regal 
authority had been conterred by the two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment. To thefe precedents Mr. Fox obyctied with great ve- 
hemence, Nae 1 he faid, 


«<< Precedents drawn from fuch times could not be reforted to 
fafery, beeaufe there was ge analogy between the confti- 
tution 


1 
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tation then, and the conftitution as eftablithed at the Revolution, 
and fince practifed.. All precedents taken from periods pre- 
ceeding the Revolution, mutt be precedents that bear no analogy 
to the prefent cafe ; becaufe at us ome period before the Revolution 
avas civil liberty clearly defined and underflood, the rights of the 
different branches of the legiflature afcertained, and the free {pivit 
of our conflitution felt and ackucrwledged !’’ P. 29. 


Mr. Hume had faid all this long before, and proved its 
truth by the moft conclufive faéis and arguments; but for 
having faid fo, he brought upon himfelf the rancorous hof- 
tility of every political writer among our modern Whigs; 
nor do we believe that on any other occafion, Mr. Fox would 
have given the fanction of his a:thority to Hume’s opinion 
of the Enghfh Conftitution anterior to the acceflion of the 
Houfe of Tudor. Why he fanétioned it on this occafion, 
the reader of his Memoirs by Mr. Fell will not fail to dif- 
cover. That he might not, however, appear to have aban- 
doned entirely the principles of his party, he affirmed (p. 43) 
what certainly what was never aflirmed by any Tory, nay, nor 
by any well-informed o/d Whig, ‘* that the Houfe of Lan- 
cafter had much better pretenfions to the Crown than the 
Houle of York ;” but he again contraditted what he had 
often faid of the royal vefo in the cafe of a bill paffing through 
bcth Houfes of Parliament, as well as all his arguments and 
addreffes againft a diffolution of the Coalition Parliament, 


“ He explained,’ fays Mr. Fell, ‘ the particular powers 
ef the Crown to defend itfelf againit any encroachment on the 
part of the Commons, or to retift any faction in the Houfe of 
Lords.. In the one cafe, bp a diffilution, the King might repel the 
attempt on his prerogative; and, by the increafe of the peerage, 
he might quell the other. He argued alfo on the power of 
giving either an afext [to] or a diffent trom any bill, a power 
which operated equally againft the fingle defign of one, or the 
confederate union of the two Houfes, to trench on the conftitu. 
tional rights of the Crown, and pointed out the difadvantages 
ef fubjeéting the Sovereign to fuch difficulties, as he would be 


liable to encounter, were the power of diffolution, increafe of 


peerage, and the right of giving affent or difent to bills taken 
away.”’ P. 45. 

Mr. Fox was here. infifting that @// the prerogatives of the 
Crown fhould be conferred, during the King’s indifpofition, 
on a fingle Regent. “* If,” faid he (p. 71 , “any dimi- 
nution of roy! power be neceffary, it is that of the Crown 
not that of a Regent; for a Regent being naturally weaker 


than the Government of a King, ought to be ftrengthened 
Ppa 
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by every conftitutional prerogative.”” He even contended 
(p. 74) that “ they had better diftruf? Parliament than the 
Prince of Wales, becaufe the Price” had the greater intere#} 
in the Crown, hic h mult devolve to him after the death of 
his Father ;” as if a man had not as much intereft in that, 
of which he 1s in poffeflion, as in that which he expeéts to 
devolve on him as an inheritance at forme future period! 
Surely this is ftrange language from the leader of the Whigs, 


who was accuftomed, when not in office, to toaft the majefly 


of the people! Whether the following pa iffage of the fame 
fosecls furnifhes a key to unlock the my flery, our readers 
will judge tor th emfelves: though they would cert: uinly have 
been able to judge more correétly, and, as we think, much 
more favourably of Mr. Fox, had not this author’s abfurd 
prejudices againfi Mr. Pitt made him fupprefs his {peech to 
in this is a reply. 

‘ The right Hon. Gentleman having divefted the Regent of 
his juft pre: ogatin es, fuys, ? Do you with for the purpoe [ powers } 
of giving away places, and offices, and emoluments?’ My an. 
fwer,’’ continued Mr. Fox, is that I would wot accept the Go. 
vernment, without enjoying thofe powers, and that patronage, 


which are given me by the Conititution.’’ P. 71. 


The recovery of the King happily put an end to thefe 
contelts, and freed the people Soden much anxiety about the 
fate of their beloved Monarch, as well as trom a well: 
grounded apprecheniion of a change of thofe fervants of the 
Crown, who, by the wifdom and vigour of their admini- 
ftrauion, had, ina tew years, raifed the nation from the 
depth of diftrefs, into which it was plunged by the Ame- 
ricen war, to the higheft pitch of profperity perhaps which it 
ever enjoyed. 

(To be concluded in our next. ) 





Art. II. «tn Elementary Treatife on Natural Philsfaphy. 
Tranflated from the French of M. R. J. Haiiy, Profeffr of 
M: meralogy at the Mufeum of Natural Hiftary, Efe. EFc. 
By Olintbus Gregary, A. M. of the Reyal Military Academy, 
Woolwich ; with Notes by the Tranflator. 2 vols. 8vo. 
435 and 427 pp. with Piates. 1l.4s. G. Kearfley. 1807. 


POHE ti nfs itor of this philofophical work, in a preface 
A which he exed to it, briefly mentions Mr. Hauy’s 
acknowledyed plulolephical reputation ; gives fome account 
£ of 
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wf that gentleman’s views in the compilation of the work, 
and concludes by mentioning a tew particulars re{petting his 
tranilation and additions.” His additions are leans notes, 
and are intended either for illuflrating the text, or for fup- 
plying ceitain deficiencies, fuch as the defeription of par- 
ticular inffrumemts, the account of recent difcoveries, or of 
theories improved fince the original publication of the work 
in the French language, and fo forth. 

{n the Introduction Mr. Haily gives a general and fuccin@ 
idea of the whole extent of knowledge, which the human {pe- 
cies has acquired, refpetting casadet bade the arrangement 
of which, he fays, has furnifhed the three grand livitecs of 
Phyfics, Chemiftry, and Natural Hiftory. He then diferi- 
minates thofe peculiar properties of bodies, the confideration 
of which falls more immediately under any one of thofe three 
divifions ; but, attending particularly to the firft, which in 
fact is the only fubjeét of the work, he points out the method 
moft proper for the invefligation of phenomena; namely, 
the Newtonian or experimental method. In this illuftration, 
Mr. H. makes a difference between theory and [yfiem, which 


is fomewhat peculiar. 


“« The object.’’ he fays, ‘* of theory is to conne& to a ge- 
neral fa&t, or to the leaft poffible number of general facts, all the 
particular faéts which feem to be dependent.’’ 

‘© Buta fyitem, fuch as we would confider here as what ought 
to be banifhed from natural philofophy, confifts in a purely gra. 
tuitous fuppofition, to which we endeavour to confine the courfé 
of nature. In a word, the fyftem is the romance of nature, 
while the theory is its hiftory, anda hiftory which, without 
ever ceafing to be faithful to truth, embraces at once the paft, 
the prefent, and the future,”’ 


The remainder of the Introduétion flates the arrangement 
of the materials of the work, together with the views and the 
reafons which fuggefted it, 

Of the numerous particulars contained in the prefent work, 
it cannot be expected that we fhould give a full and particular 
account, as that would extend this article to an enormous 
length. But we thall feleét from the whole, fuch more pro- 
ninent parts as are more likely to manifeft the ftyle, the ex. 
tent, the beauties, and the detefts, of the work ; whence a 
tulerably jult idea of the merits of the performance may be 
formed, 

In the defcription of the moft general properties of matter, 
with which the firft volume commences, this author is clear 
aud precife; but frequently fuppofes, or writes as if he fup- 

Pp4 poled, 
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ee his readers are already acquainted with the fubjef, 
hus in explaining the porofity of bodies, he illuftrates that 


property bY the experiment of the fhower of quickfilver pafs- 


ing through the pores of wood within the receiver of an air 
pump. Bat as the nature of a vacuum, the conflru@ion of 
an air er and the preflure of the atmo{phere which forces 
the quickfilver through the wood, are explained in a fubfe. 
quent part of the work, the reader cannot be fuppofed to 
know any thing of thofe particulars ; the illuftration 1s there. 
fore evidently improper ; elpecially as the fame property might 
have been illuftrcted by a variety of other more common, or 
more familiar examples. 

In ftating the order of the elafticities of metallic fubflances 
in page +4, the author mentions fix metals, viz. iron, copper, 
filver, gold, pewter, and Jead; not confidering that pewter 
is a mixt metallic body, and is of courfe variable in its 
elafticity ; but as the fame maccuracy occurs in one or two 
other places in the courle of the work, it is probable that the 
miftake may arife from the: tranflation. It feems that he 
meant tin inftead of pewter. 

In page 47, Mr. H. endeavours to explain the difference 
between gravity and weight; but the diftinétion is perplex. 
ing to the reader. 


“© Gravity,’’ he fays, “ is meafured hy the velocity which 
it imprefles upon each molecule of a body, and this velocity is in. 
dependent of the number of moleculz ; but the weight of a body 
is meafured by the effort which muft be made to fuftain that body, 
and to hinder it from falling*. But this effort is fo much the 
more confiderable, as there are in bodies more molecule urged on 
with the fame velocity: hence the weight is properly expreffed 
by the product of the mafs into its velocity, from which it fol- 
lows that it varies in the fame ratio as the mafs, relatively to 
bodies which we weigh, becaufe thefe bodies are confidered as 
folicited unto equal velocities. It is now eafy to conceive why, 





——- —™s — 





« # We may alfo diftinguifh, though the diftin@tion is more 
yerbal than philofophical, between weight and beavine/s, ‘Thos 
beavine/t is that quality in a body which we feel and diftinguifh 
by itfelf: weighs is the meafure and degree of that quality, which 
we afcertain by comparifon. Abfolutely and in an undetermined 
fenfe, we fay that a thing is Acawy ; but relatively, and in a man- 
ner determined, that it is of fuch a weight, as of 2, 3, 4, pounds, 
&c. Many circumftances prove the Aeavine/s of atmofpheric air ; 


but the mercury in a barometer determines its exa&t aveight. See 
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among bodies abandoned, thofe of greater mafs fall more fpeedily 
from the fame height, than thofe whofe maffes are lefs confidere 
able. ‘This difference arifes from the refiftance of the air, which 
is relatively greater as the mafs of bodies is lefs,"* Vol. I, 
page 47+ 

The difcrimination between gravitation, and the force of 
cohefion, or the attraétion at {mall difkances, in page 53, 
is by no means clear and definite. The words are as 
follows. 


“ The attraction which, as we have remarked, aéts in the in- 
verfe ratio of the fquares of the diftances, follows at the fame time 
the dire& ratio of the maffes ; and it is this which renders thofe 
effets fo perceptible with regard to the bodies that move in the 
celeftial regions: it difappears among thofe of a volume fo mi. 
nute as to have no proportion with the mafs of our globe ; but 
we find it again about us, in the reciprocal actions of the cleric 
and magnetic fluids, where it contributes to the production: of 

enomena, with a repulfive force conforming to the fame law. 
On the other hand, the molecule of folid bodies are bound to. 
gether by attractive forces, whence their metual adherence re. 
fults: and to fimilar forces muft be imputed a great number of 
the phenomena, where the bodies are found in a ftate of divifion 
in which their elementary particles are isolated ; fuch are cryftal- 
lifation, the refraction and inflexion of light, the elevation of 
liquids in capillary tubes, and chemical combinations. The name 
ot affinity has been given to the attractive force which produces 
thefe different phenomena.’’ Page 53. 

The pages from 75 to 101 containa concife eflay on cryf- 
tallization, a fubjeét, for the knowledge of which Mr, Haiiy’ 
has long been diftinguifhed in the philolophical world; and 
accordingly this little effay is well written ; but it is evidently 
too intricate for any reader who is only in the commencement 
ot his philofophical ftudy. 

Upwards of 30 pages of this volume are employed on the 
fubjeét of heat, caloric, expanfion by heat, and thermometer; 
but among thofe pages the reader will not find any of thofe 
ufeful tables which naturally belong to the fubjeét, fuch as 
a table of {pecific heats of bodies, a table of the expanfions 
of bodies, atable of the moft remarkable effects which take 
place at different temperatures, &c.; and inftead of this, Mr. 
EH. gives a rather long, and not very ufeful hiflory of Reau- 
mur’'s thermometer. 

On capillary attraétion this author is prolix and inconclu- 
five.—A fe€tion, under the title of water ina ftate of ice, 
occupies 16 pages of this volume, yet in all thofe pages no 
mention is made of freezing mixtures, 
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The fifth chapter, which is the laf of this firft voluine,. 


contains the fubject of electricity ; wherein that {cience js 
intermixed with its hiflory. The hypothefis of eleétricity, 
which this author prefers to the Franklinian, and which he 
adopts in his explanation of the phenomena, is exprefled in 
the following terms. 


« The hypothefis,’’ he fays, *‘ which we fhall employ te 
explain thefe phenomena, will lead us to confider with Symmer*, 
the eleétric fluid as compofed of two different fluids, which are 
neutralized one by the other in the ordinary ftate of bodies, and 
which are difengaged when the hodies exhibit figns of eledtricity. 
It mutt be acknowledged, however, that the exiftence of thefe 
two fluids is not founded upon fach fatisfaétory reafons as that of 
the electric fluid itfelf, which we here fuppofe to refult from 
their combination. But the adoption of thefe fluids conduces, 
notwithftanding, to a fimple and piaufible manner of reprefenting 
the refults of experience, and preferves us from the difficulties 
into which we {hall fee that we are likely to fall by attempting 
any other hypothefist.’’ P. 347. 


And further on he fays, 


*¢ Let-us now compare’ the opinion of Franklin as to the elec. 


trifation of bodies, with the manner of conceiving the fame phe- 
riomenon in the hypothefis we have adopted. ‘This celebrated 


philofopher confidered the eleétric fluid as a fimple fubftance ; and. 


in the paflage to the ftate of electricity one of two things might 
happen: the body might receive from without a quantity of fluid. 
which would become added to the natural quantity, and, in this 
cafe, we fhould fay of this body that it was electrified poftivel), 
which takes place with regard to glafs, and to:many other fub- 


— a 





«¢ * Philofophical Tranfact. vol. LXI. part i. p. 340, et feq.”” 

«¢ + Profeffor Robifon ftates a fa&t which he confiders as a com- 
plete proof that the doctrine of vitreous and refinous eleétricity is 
unfounded : both kinds of electricity are produced in a conduéting 
body, without any material communication, by mere-juxta po- 
fition to a body poffeffed of either the vitreous or the refinous 
electricity. For our own parts, we hefitate to admit the exif- 
tence of the electric fluid itfelf, as completely eftablifhed ; or if 
we admit it in theory, we-do not pofitively affirm that it exifts 


in nature, conforming in this refpeét to what Mr. Haiiy has 
ftated generally in par. 113. But it is of comparatively little 
importance, whether one fluid, or two component fluids, really 
exift, or be merely hypothetical, provided the affumed hypotheiis 


enables us fatshiully and fati: ‘attorily to exhibit and connect the 
refults o! experiment, Epa? 
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ftances, in confequence of friction ; or the body mighe lofe a por. 
tion of its natural fluid, and then it would be found eleérified 
wegatively ; this would be the cafe with fealing-wax, refin, filk, 
&c. when they are rubbed. Hence are deduced the expreffions of 
pofitive and negative electricity, employed by Franklin to repre= 
fent the two oppofite ftates of which we have been treating : we 
fhall foon fee that the fame body might alfo, according to circum= 
ftances, pafs to one or other of thefe ftates. 

«* But, in the hypothefis we have adopted, all the effets ateri- 
buted by Franklin to pofitive electricity, or to thefuperabundance 
of a fimple fluid admitted by that philofopher, would be produced 
by the aétion of the two conftituent fluids, reftored to its free 
ftate ; and the effe&ts, which in his views would - u 
the negative eleftricity, or the fubtraétion of a part of the fluid, 
would be due to the aétion of the other conftituent fluid, We 
fhall, therefore, call the fluid that relates to the firft kind of 
electricity, the fluid of vitreous elefricity, or fimply the vitreous 
fiuid; and we fhall give to the fluid which produces the other 
kind of eleCtricity, the name of fluid of refinous eleGricity, or for 
concifenefs the refxous fluid. This language is nearly the fame 
as was employed by Dufay, in a lefs determinate fenfe ; and fince - 
we poflefs but little knowledge as to the real nature of thefe two 
fluids, whofe exiftence indeed is not completely demonttrated, 
we conceive we cannot do better than borrow the names of thofe 
bodies which appear to furnifh them in a more efpecial raanner,’* 
Page 349. 

In the adoption of this favourite hypothefis Mr. H. re 
mains fatisfied with the facility of its application to the elu- 
cidation of certain phenomena, which, though capable of 
being explained on either hypothelis, (viz. on that of thetwo 
fluids, or on the Franklinian, of a fingle fluid) may perhaps 
with more apparent facility be reconciled to the formerthan 
to the latter, but he takes no notice of thofe eleétrical ex- 
periments in which a decided current in the direétion from 
the pofitive to the negative eleétricity, is manifefted; and 
to the explanation of which the hypothefis of the two fluids 
cannot be applied. | 

_ Inthe defcription of eleétrical inftruments, Mr. H. is 
not very accurate. For inftance, in defcribing Cavallo’s 
eleGtrometer, he fays, ‘* It confills of two balls of elder- 
pith of a very Geaall deijlietes, fufpended by, means of two 
hairs from a bra's ball, which refts upon the orifice of a kind 
of glafs flatk,”” But the original defcription of that eleétro- 
meter direéts to fufpend the balls by means. of filver wires. 
If the balls were fulpended by hairs, the ele¢trometer could 
not aét, becaufe hair is not a conduétor of eleéricity. 
Speaking of the fubftances, which are rendered cleérical oy 
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the aétion of heat, independent of friétion Mr, Hauy mene 
tions a very curtous obfervation. 


** Such bodies,’’ he fays, ‘‘ as are fufceptible of becoming electrifed 
by heat, prefent, relatively to their forms, anew fingularity, which 
feems to announce a mutual dependence between their cryftalli, 
fation and their electric property. We know that in general the 
way in which nature elaborates cryftals is fubje¢ted to a law of 
the greateft fimplicity, in fo far that the oppofiie and correfponding 
parts are fimilar, with regard to the number, the difpofition, and 
the figure of their faces. But the forms of cryftals that become 
electric by heat deviate from this fymmetry, in fuch manner that 
the parts in which the two ele¢tricities refide, though fimilarly 
fituated at the two extremities of the cryftal, differ in their con- 
figuration ; one of them undergoing decrements which are evanef- 


cent upon the oppofite part, or to which decrements correfpond - 


that are fubjected to another law; a circumftance which may 
enable an obferver to predict before-kand, fimply from the infpec- 
tion of the cryftal, on what fide either fpecies of eleétricity will 
be found, when the cryftal fhail be fubmitted to the teft of ex- 
riment. Thus in the variety of the tourmalin which we thall 
call jfgone, and which is reprefented by fig. 52, the fhape is that 
of a prifm of nine plane fides, terminated at one end by a fummit 
having three faces, and at the other by a fummit having fix faces; 
and experiments prove that the firit fummit is the feat of refinous 
electricity, while the fecond manifefts vitreous eleéricity, 

«¢ But of all the cryftals that exhibit this correllation between 
the exterior configoration and the eleétric virtue, the moft re- 
markable are thofe which appertain to an acidulating fubftance 
named berate of maguejiz, whofe form is, generally, that of a 
cube incomplete on all its edges, and farther modified by facets 
correfponding to the folid angles. Here the two eleétriciries a& 
according to the directions of four axes, each of which pafles 
through two oppofite falid angles of the cube which is the pri- 
mitive form. 1n one of the varieties (fig. 53) which we fhall call 
defeRive, one of the two folid angies firuated at the extremities of 
the fame axis is entire, the other has given way to a facet s. 
Now refinous electricity is evinced at the. angle which has not 
wndergone any alteration, and vitreous ele¢tricity at the facet 
which fupplies the place of the oppofite angle ; thus making eight 
eleGric poles, four for each fpecies of electricity. In another 
variety (fig. 54) the folid angles analogous to thofe of the pre- 
ceding which were fupplied by the facets, continue to prefent the 
fame modification. ‘Lhe other.angles fituated fimilarly to thofe 
which were entire, are here replaced each by a like facet s ; but 
if it exifted alone, the fymmetry would be found re-eftablifhed, 
while the law of the phenomenon requires that it fhould be 
altered. Therefore, three other facets, r, r, r, are obferved to 
be fituated about each of the former; fo that the angles — 
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they modify, prefent, in this refpeét, a kind of fuperabundance, 
in confequence of which this variety has been denominated /eper- 
abundant borate of magnefia*.’’ P. 433. 


Eight plates, which contain 54 figures of inftruments, 
diagrams, &c. are annexed to this volume. 

The fecond volume contains the fubjeé&s of Galvanifm, 
of Magnetifm, and of Light, or Optics. 

This author commences his fecond volume with a concife 
hillory of Galvamifm, wherein he relates the appearances 
which gave rife to that wonderful fubje&; he explains 
Volta’s theory in a very particular manner ; defcribes the 
animal eleétricity, or the ele&trical power of certain fithes ; 


delcribes fome experiments that are to be performed with. 


Volta’s pile, and laitly confiders the chemical power of 
galvanic electricity in the decompofition of water. But 
fince the original publication of this work in France, .the 
fubjeét of Galvanifm has undergone rapid and wonderful im- 
provements. Its aétion has been greatly extended ; its new 


_ @ffeéts have already introduced a new mode of reafoning on 





«« * Since the publication of this Treatife, our author has been 
enabled farther to purfue his refearches into the properties of this 
kind of cryftals, and that his labours have not beenentirely mifs 
employed, may be learned from the following extratt frem the 
Tableau Méthodique, &c. of J. A. H. Lucas:--‘* The examinas 
tion of topaz cryftals, including both the new varieties of form, 
{viz. the O@oefexdecimal aluminous fluate of filica, and the Pers. 
eacdral aluminous fluate of filica with a fexdecimal fummit), has 
conducted M. Haiiy to two interefting refults. ‘The firft variety 
has enabled him to verify a conjecture which his obfervations on 
the electricity of feveral other mineral fubftances, and partica- 
larly the tourmalin and borate of magnefia, rendered extremely 
plaufible, and which nature appears to take a pleafure in con 
firming; namely, that the fecondary forms of fuch minerals as 
are capable of becoming eleétric by heat always deviate from the 
rules of fymmetry, at the fame time that the twe fummits always 
acquire two oppofite ftates of electricity. The fecond variety 
has prefented him with new proofs of an eletric phenomenon, 
which feems to be nearly allied to that which is exhibited by 
magnets with confecutive points. ‘ It is,” fays he, * an addi. 
tional inftance of refemblance between the appearances produced 
by magnetifm, and thofe which are efpecially exhibited by bodies 
fufceptible of electricity by heat; and in which the law of the 
ele&tric denfities is fo completely analogous to that obferved by 
the magnetic denfities in the artificial magnet.’’—See alfo par, 
568, vol. ii, Tr.’’ : | if 
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the moft iiniay phenomena of nature, and almoft every 
day’s experience produces fome interefting difcovay. Ye t, 
as far as wt reaches, Mr. Hauv’s ftatement is fu Miciently 
clear; though he does not give a full account of the above- 
meationed particulars, nor does he feem to be well acquainted 
with what had been done in this country - ative to that fub- 
jeét. In his parallel between common eleétricity and gal- 
vani{m, he would have exprefled himielf in a d tiflerent man 
ner, if he had been acquainted with Dr. Wollafton’s paper 
in the Philofophical Tranfaéiions for 1801. Of this valuable 
paper, however, the tranflator annexes a pretty ample extraét 
bn a note to page +8. 

The firft feétion of the fixth chapter, whic h treats of mag- 
netifm, principally contains Mr. Coulomb’s theory, and the 
furmmary of w hich ise xpreffed in the following words. 


«¢ The correfpondence between the two theories (meaning cf 

- = s . 

ele rly and magnets) mt leads us further to confider the Magnetic 
fluid as compofed of two diftinct fluids, combined together in 


jron that exhibits no fign of magnetifm, and exifting apart. in 
that which'has undergone a ftate of magnetifn. The molecule 
of each Huid alfo repe! one another, and artraét thofe of the other 
fluid ; Ran Coulomb has proved, as we th all prefently fee, that 
thefe different actions follow the inverfe ratio of the fquare of the 
Sean 

‘«* All the natural fluid of the magnetic came even after its 
dece mpofition, % ‘mains in the interior of it bod y; and, ir 


’ ales 


this view, magnets may be aflmilated to idio-cleftric bodies, 
. ' | ) P | ' i . ’ 
! ?¢© two | nids ahi ny ~ * 1 jrom 1 > Hace Oj sas ged ta 
sagt a sae 
contrary movements towords the extremities of the magnet, and 
} +4 ¢ } try ’ A. \ } “4? { Gr “il 
t t 2 ( Me of reous and relunous 
eleftricity.’’ P. Go. 
wry eS yn oe ! . —— 
fhe application of this theery to the phenomena of mege 
: : . 
metic attraCtlIONs and } pul NS, 18 COntained in the next 
fection. 
77 - . ; ‘ : = ae 1, - ¥ » L > c , ’ 
Having proceeded,’’ this author fays, ** thus far on our 
A Pe : om { eee ee 
{ ic . We wii’ VV \ i Wi Aa LA iF ining si pnenorme: ol pro- 
| | on . . r . >. 
duced by magnets in confequence of their mutual ations. This 
’ ; haa . 1] - + | tans ’ . 1, - 4 TG or 
c Mata I@il Wii l I ee | x VOry lier more than € apres ung in 


other words what we have faid (410) of the « fects ) exhibited by 
idio-ele¢tric bodies, of which one part is in a Vitreous, and the 
other in arefipous ftate, and particularly the tourmalin. We 
may fuppofe, 1f we pieafe, that the boreal fluid of a magnet per- 
forms the faine fun@ion as the vitreous fuid of the tourmalin, and 
the «i (ly l as t! Cc § {Inous Quid. On this { )} polit ion the ref{uim- 
bla of 1! phenomena, mm the two branches of folk ence, is 
limited to thofe which the two bodies exhibit, having each its 
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natural quantity of fluid only, which may indeed be decompofed, 

but can never be either increated or diminifhed. Of co: fequence 
there will be this diftinguifhing character between the two fluids, 
that the electric fluid paifes freely from one body to another, and, 

in certain circumittances, exhibits itfelf to the eye by {parks aad 
itreams of light, while the magnetic Huid acts in filence, and be- 

comes perceptible only by the movements it occafions in other 
bodies placed within its {phere of attraction or repulfion. But if 
this mode of acting does not furnith the hope of phenomena 
equally ftriking with thofe which electricity affords, the phe- 
nomena it does exhibit fhould on that account be the more clofely 
itudied by the naturaliit ; fince the more a caufe would affeét to 
conceal itfelf, the greater would be the fagacity of thofe who 
fhould fucceed in penetrating the myftery.’’ P. 73. 


In the courfe of the fame feétion, this applic cation of the 
above theory is farther illuftrated by re ‘erring to diagrams 
contained in the annexed plates ; ai id we muft acknow ledge 
that both the theory and the application feem to be ration. fn 
and proba ble. Among the in ds of Communicating n lar 
netifin, this author juftly gives the p reterence to that ‘of the 
double touch, as iS commonly callex 

In the courfe of his chapter, Mr. H. defcribes, with 
encomiums, Mr. Cor aici y's experiments con cerning the 
difpofition of metallic needles between two magnetic b: ins. 
We mutt obferve, however, that when thofe experiments 
were tried at the Royal Inflitution, they did not anfwer. 
Perhaps fume particu! ar circumflance was o1 mitted, either in 
the defcription or in the performance. It ts to be remirke 
that in the courfe of this ch ipter on magn Hf m, there is not 
a table of magnetical deci nation’s or inclinations. 

The laft, and by far the longeft chapter of this work, treats 
ol light and its depende ices; viz. of colours, vifion, optical 

inflruments, &c. It extends from page 153 to page 393; 
which is followed bythe index, &c. 

In the firft feétion of this chapter, Mr. H. gives the. theo- 
ries of Defcartes and of Newton, on the n: ‘ture and prope- 
gation of light, and then applies them to the explanation of 
phenomena generally known and ealily tried. 

In the fame feftion he notices the northern lights, or 
aurora borealis, de{cribing their appearances, and the Opi 
nions that have been entertained relative to its nature ad 
Origin ; after which he fays, 


‘© From the particulars we have ftated, it appears that every 
hy pothefis has been tried to ‘account tor the aurora horealis. 
Among the different caufes to which it has been attribuied, we 
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fhould be inclined to prefer that of eleftricity ; but as yet this 
preference has no decifive obfervation in its favour, and the un. 
certainty that fill accompanies the phenomenon we have been 
confidering, furnifhes a new proof, that what we have known 
longeft, is not always that which we know beft.” Vol. II, 
P- 153- 

In the fection on the colours of light, Mr. H. defcribes 
with great propriety Sir J]. Newton’s experiments, and no- 
tices the cautious manner in which that yreat man exprefles 
himfelf refpeéting the gradation of the coloured prifmatie 
light. He then proceeds to explain upon the Newtonian 
theory , the appearances of the rainbow, and the colours of 
objeéts in general. 

The feétton upon optical illufions ts peculiarly well drawn; 
wherein befides the common cffee ‘ets arifing from, or depen- 
dent u 1pon perfpeétive properties, Mr. H. defcribes Dr. 
Bradley's difcovery of the cau‘e of the aberration of the fixed 
tars, with much per{picuity. 

The {eftion on double refraétion is tikewife well draw n; 
mut is rather prolix. In the laft fe&ion, which treats - 
vifion affilled by lenfes, reflectors, &c. this author defcribes 
the princ ipal optical inftruments; viz. the telefcope, fimple, 
achromatic, and refleéting ; the microfeope, the camera ob. 
fcura, the magic lantern, &c. Throughout this long chapter 
upon light, the reader will frequently find reafon to admire 
the per ipicuity of the defcriptions, and the ample account 
of opinions and theorics; but he will be difappointed by the 
want of a table of the retraétive and dilfperfive powers of dif- 
ferent tian{pare nt wedia, and hhewife of cther particular {tate.. 
ments of tacts highly important in the fcience of optics. 

At the end of "the fecond volume there is an alphabetical 
index of the paruculars that are contained in ithe whole work 3 
and to this the tranflator has annexed a pretty ample collec- 
tion of additions and correétions. 

This volume contains 16 plates ; viz. from plate 9, which 
follows the numeration of the plates in the firft volume, to 
pl ite 24. 

After having thus given an account of the moft material 
parts of thefe two volumes, it will be neceffary to add the 
opinion which the perufal of the whole has induced us to 
form; and with refpeét to this we do not hefitate to fay, 


that though we cannot but praife it as a fcientific and ufetul:, 


work, yet it does not appear hkely to be of much ufe either 
to the novice or to the proficient ph ilofopher. The clafs ot 
readers, tor whofe improvement it feems to be particularly 

calculated, 
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calculated, confifts of thofe who have fome previous know- 
ledge of the fubject, to whom neither the terms, nor the 
principal philofophical inftruments, nor the more elementary 
yarts of the fubjeét, are entirely unknown. 

The moft natural way of imparting philofophical know. 
ledge, and, indeed, that which has been adopted by the beft 
writers, is firft of all to flate the principal taéts that have 
been eftablifhed from experience, and then to fubjoin the 
theory or the hypothefis which may appear to be bet adapted 
to the explanation of thefe faéts. But Mr. Haity’s principal 
objeét has been to treat of theories, and with them he has 
commenced every one of the fubjeéts which he has noticed in 
his work. Mr. Gregory, as a tranflator, feems to have per- 
formed his tafk fufliciently well; and he has undoubted! 
improved the work by his numerous additions. Some of his 
beit notes are, 

On Perfpiration, in vol. 1. page 25. 

On the Standard Meafure, in page 74. 

On Continuity, in page 159. 

On Capillary Attfaction, in page 175. 

On the Floating of Needles upon Water, in page 181. 

On the Effeéts of Galvanifm upon the Human Body, in 

age 54, vol. 2. 

On the Refleétion of Light, in page 159. 

On certain Optical Inftruments for Drawing, in page 386, 
&e. 

Thefe notes will be found to do great credit to the tranf- 
lator, whom we bave more than once had occafion to come. 
mend, as the author of original works, 





Art. 1V. A moft pleafant, fruitful, and witty Work of the 
beft State of a Public Weal, and of the new Ifle called Utopia; 
Written in Latin by the Right Worthy and Famous Sir Thomas 
More, Knight, and tranflated into Englifh by Raphe Robinfon. 
A.D. 1651. Anew Edition; with copious Notes, (including 
the whole of Dr. Warner's) and a Biographical and Literary 
Introduction. By the Rev. T. F. Dibdin, F.S.A. Auther 
ef ‘* An Introduction te the Knowledge of the beft Editions of 
the Greek and Latin Claffics.” 2 vols. 8vo. 16s. Miller. 
1808. 


NV R. Dibdin is from time to time giving us opportunities, 
which we gladly embrace, of commending his dili- 
gence and perfeverance in the caufe of learning. Thefe, 
Q q° however, 
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however, appear only to be praludia, as it were, to his greater 
work of Ames and Herbert, to which we look with confider. 
able anxiety, not doubting but that he will derive from it a 
rich harveft of profit and ef fame. 

This edition of More’s Utopia is executed in a very 
clallical manner, muft be a very agreeable prefent to the 
lovers of our earlier literature, and will of courfe havea 
oe in every good Englith library. We give firft the 

piftle to the Reader, thot due judgment may be formed of 
what is intended to be done. 


‘© THE EPISTLE TO THE READER. 
6 GENTLE READER, 


‘© T here prefent unto thee a new edition of a celebrated work, 
which has not had the good fortune to be fo much admired in our 
own, as in foreign countries. Whether this may have arifen 
from the w ant of curiofity or difeernment in our anceftors, is a 
point too delicate ard weighty for my determination: certain it 
is, that aln ser all editors have complained of the backwardnefs 
of our countrymen to notice and commend the Utopia of Sir 
"Lhomas More. 

“The text of the prefent edition is taken from the firf 
Englifh one, which was tranflated by Raphe Robynfon, and 
prin nted by Abraham Veale, in 1551: a work of fuch fearcity, 

as to have efcaped the notice of all editors of ancient Englith 

authors. Its ixtrinfic value * has appeared to me to be equal 
t@ its rarity. 

«© The notes, which accompany the text, are executed on the 


, 


plan of a Vartorum Edition, and, without the affectation of anti. 
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* « This firt Enebth edition ts parricularly aralifed at page 
clix. &c. poit. As fpecimens of the purity of its ftyle, the reader 
may, a /imine, confult pp. 24, 5 of the Prol ogue, and pp. 46, 7 
4, 5» Of the Firft Book onl 

‘© if [ were to mention any ceases work, arinlogons to 
it in ftyle, it neg ild be Michacl Wood’s tranflation of the famous 
"Treatife ‘© De Vera Obedientia,”’ by the Bifhop of Winchefter, 
with Bonner’s preface: printed at Roane, xxvi of October 
MoLItr. 8vo—a work: fuficienthy known to, and coveted by, 
black-letter collectors! Ic is indeed fingularly curious. The 
reader will compare the following with the arft half dozen lines 
of page 22, book i. (pott.) 

‘¢ But as touching this bithop’s worthy praifes, there fhall be 
nothing fpoken of me at this time; not only becaufe they are 
infinite, but becaufe they are far better known to all Chriften- 
dom than becometh me here to make rehearfal,’-—fol. 1. rev.”’ 
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quarian refearch, they are intended to throw fome little light on 
the manners, cuftoms, and fentiments of our anceftors in the fix. 
teenth century. , 

«© The ‘ fupplemental notes,’ while they may be thought to 
exhibit amufing fpecimens of the literature of the feventeenth 
century, connect, in fome degree, the chain of refearch with the 
prefent times®. ‘Thofe notes, which allude to modern cuftoms 
and opinions, may probably, at firft fight, .be confidered fuper- 
ficial ; but it fhould be remembered that, at a future period, (if 
the edition be permitted to live) they may in turn become intereft- 
ing to the curious antiquary. 

‘© The ¢ biographical and literary Introduétion,’ was intended 
to give an additional intereft to the fubfequent pages ; fo that in 
reading the moft celebrated performance of Sir Thomas More, a 
tolerably accurate idea might be formed of the family, the life, 
and the works of its author. In the prefent age of elegant and 
curious difquifition, the ¢ Portraits of Sir Thomas More,’ and the 
‘ Editions of his Utopia,’ may not be thought the leaft accept- 
able parts of this § Introduétion.’ 

‘* In fine, (following the example of ancient Lyxd/ay, and the 
author of the Complayut of Scotland,) 1 entreat the ‘ Gude Redar 
to correét me familiarly, and be cherite, and til interpreit my 
intentione favourablye +.’ Or, in the language of another ancient 
wight, ¢ the good reader is to be praied, for his own relicf and 
the Author’s, firft to correct the errors of the print, and then to 
read and judge ft.’ 

«© And thus heartily wifhing thee farewell, 

“ Tam 
“¢ Thine 


‘6 Kenfington, Fune 21, 1808. he oe Oe 





* © IT have adopted both the ancient and the modern ortho. 
graphy, in the extracts from the authors ef the fixteenth and 
feventeenth centuries. The former, out of compliment to Dr. 
Johnfon’s remark in Hamlet; (Reed’s Shakfpeare, vol. xviii. 
p. 284. note 5.) the latter, from refpect to the good fenfe evinced 
by Mr. G. Ellis, as noticed at p. Ixxv. poft. 

+ “* Dr. Leyden’s edition of the Complayut of Scotland, 1801. 
4to. p. 23. Pre/. Difert. and p. 27. of the text. A work of 
equal intereft and erudition. The firft 2g2 pages are devoted to 
a Preliminary Differtation; the following 294 to a reprint of the 
text. A ufeful gloffary of 80 pages concludes the volume.” 


t “ See © An Anfwere to a Supplicatorie Epiile of G, T.’ 
Printed for Tobie Smith, London, 8vo. No date.’’ 


Qq2 Mr. 
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Mr. Dbdin next proceeds to his undertaking, obferving 
the follow: lng arrangement : 


‘¢ J. The Family of Sir T. More. 
IT. The Biogr: phy of Sir [. More 


III. Account of his W orks 5 with Specimens of the fame. 
IV. Editions of the Utopia.” 


In every one of thefe articles the Reader will! find a 
great deal of novel information, and many curious and inte. 
rel! ing anecdotes. 

The account of the various editions of the Utopia 1s fin- 
gularly curious, and the notes throughout the book, which 
entitle it in a peculiar manner to the appellation of a Va- 
riorum Edition, demonftrate a very familiar and extenfive 

cquaintance with many of the moft Fare and curious books 
in our language. A fin; le | fpecimen of the manner in which 
thefe notes a: ¢ introduced an 1 executed will fully juflify all 
that we cave frid mm favour of the Editor. 

The saieieimauian of our anceilors are defcribed by the 
author of Utopia to confift in dice, cards, tables, tennis, 
bowls, and coyts. On this paflage we have the following 
notes. 


“ We are told, in a nearly contemporary treatife, written by 

Lemnius, that the principal amufements of the ftronger Englifh. 
men, about this time, were § wreftling, coptinec, tennis, bow! emg 
whorle battinge, lifting great w aightes, pitching the barre, rvding 
running, le: ap inge, fhootin g in gunnes, {wy nmin Igy tofling the 
pike, tyltin ge ba rryers and tourney ;’ the gentler exercifes were 
‘ to be caryed in wagons, rowed in boates, finginge and muficall 
me aly and if thereto be ufed a cleare and lowde readinge of 
bis > tuned foundes by Roppes and certayne paufes, as owr comical 
fellocws noaw do, that meafure rhetorick by their peevith rhythmes, 
it w vill bring exceeding much good to the breaft and mufcles.’ 
** Perhaps a moft curious | 00k defcriptive of the manners 
and cuftoms of the Englifh in thefe times, is the one called, * De- 
{cription des Royaul mes d’Anglettere ct d’Ecoffe.’ Par. 1558. 
a nted with notes, Lond, 4to. 1775. See Mr. Ellis’s Spec. 
Engl. Poet. vol. 1, p. 332. The following paflage, however, 
trom Lemnius, is too amufing to be withheld from the reader. 

© The pavemen ts,”” fa ys he, ‘ are fprinkled upon, and floores 
cooled wyth fpringing water, and then ftrewed with fedge, and 
the parlours trimm d up with greene boughs, frefhe herbes or 
vyne leaves—which thinges no nations do more decently, more 
trymmely, nor more ightly then they do in Englande. For 
they [the Englifh} be people very civ ill and wel-affc@ted to men 
well ftryken in yeares, and to fuch as beare any countenance and 
eftimation of learninge; therefore, francklye to utter w hat I 
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thincke of the incredible curtefie and friendlinefft in {peache and 
affabilitie ufed in this famous. royalme, I muite needes conteffe, it 
doth furmount and carye away the pricke and price of al others, 
And befyde this, the néate cleanlines, the exquifite finenefle, the 
pleafaunte and delightfull farniture in every point for houfchold, 
wonderfully rejoyced mee; their chambers and parlours, ii rawed 
over with {weet herhes, refrefhed. me; their nofegayes finelye en- 
termingled wyth fondry fortes of fragraunte floures, in their bed. 
chambers and privie roomes, with comfortable fmell cheered mee 
up, and entierlye delighted all my fences : and this do I think to 
be the caufe yt Englifhmen, lyving by fuch holfome and exquifite 

meate, and in fo ‘holefome and exquifite ayre, be fo frethe and 
& ane coloured; their faces, eyes, and countenance, carying with 
it, and reprefenting, a portly grace and comelyneffe, geveth out 
evident tokens of an honeft mind: in /axgvage very {mooth and 
alleGtive, but yet feafoned and tempered within the limits ané 
bonds of moderation ; not bombafted with any unfeemely termes, 
or inforced with any ch wing flatterics or allurements. Av their 
tables they be verye funrptuous, and love to have good fare ; yet 
neither ufe they to overcharge themfelves with exceffe of drindkee, 
neither thereto greatly provoke and urge others, but fuffer every 
man to drincke in fuch meafure as befte pleafeth himfelfe ; which 
drinck [being eyther ale ot beere} moft pleafaunt in tafte and holes 
fomely relyced, they fetch not from toreihe places, but have it 
amonge themfelves brewed! 

“ ‘This account was originally written in Latin by Levinus 
Lemnius *, a foreign phyfician, on his vifit to England i in the 
fixteenth century, and was tranflated into Englith by Thomas 
Newton. 8vo. 1576, under‘ the title of © The Touch/ftone of Sens 
plexions,’ &cs See Mr. Brydges’s Cenfura Literaria, vol, vi. 52. 
[ No. ix. New Series] where there is a flill longer extraét from 
the original work. Mr. Haflewood is faid to be in poileffion of 
the firt Englith edit. of 1576.’* Vol. 1. p. 68. 


Thefe two litle volumes have afforded us confiderable 
amufement. They are allo elegantly printed—a very good 





* <¢ Lemnins, a celebrated phyfician, was born in Zealand 
A.TD. 1505, and died about the year 1568. There is an inte. 
refting account of him in Foppens’s Bibliotheca Belgica, where 
he is called ¢ Vir in praxi exercitatus, et omnino fe!ix; comis 
et affabilis omnibus: 2gros fuos jocis facctiifque, honeftis tamen, 
fepe non parum_recreare ac fublevare folitus, Statura media et 
quadrat4, ftatu corporis inceffuque eretto, ferma faciei ac fronte 
ferena. Scripfit, (fays Foppens,) eleganti ac mafculo ftile varia.” 
Vide tom. 11. 792. His writings are then enumerated, but the 
above work feems to have efcaped Foppens,’’ 
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head of Sir Thomas More appears as a frontifpiece, and 
many excellent engravings on wood are introduced in diffe. 

rent parts of the work. At p. clxii. a facefimile is given of 
the firft Enghth edition, a book of fuch extraordinary rarit+y 
that only two copies oe to be known, neither is it men- 
tioned by any of our Englith bibliographers. 

The fupplemental notes at the end of the fecond volume 
form by no means the leaft interefting part of this publica. 
tion, The following we are induced to infert from its 
whimficality. 

‘© FACE-PAINTING. 

* Alfo as they count and reckon very little wit to be in him 
bs regardeth not natural beauty and comelinefs, fo, to Aelp the 
Jame with paintings, is taken for a vain and wanton pride.—vol. 
ll. 150."” 

‘© When the long note upon /ace-paintirg was inferted under 
this text, it did not occur to me to confult a fingular performance 
upon th¢ fubject, well known to collectors, called ‘ The Loath- 
Somneffe of Long Haire: with an Appendix againft painting {fpots, 
naked backs and breafts, &c.’ By ‘Thomas Hall B. D. London, 
16541. zmo, Asa fpecimen of the ftyle and mode of reafoning 
of this author, the reader is prefented with the following : 

‘* [ Painting} is the badge of an harlot; rotten potts are “painted, 
and gilded nutmegs are ufually the worft. We read but of one, 
in all the word of God, that ever painted herfelf, and that was 
Fexebel, No wonder then that they are ranged among harlots, 
who follow their guife. When people intend to fet or let their 
boufes, they ufe to paint them; though I dare not fay they are 
all harlots that paint, yet this I may fafely fay, they have 
the harlot’s badge, and their chaftity is qucttionable—and there. 
fore let all who would be accounted modeft matrons, abhorre it. 
It becomes not the fpoufe of Chritt, to go in the harlot’s guife. 

** Lying 1s unlawtul ; but this painting and difguifing of faces, 
is no better than diflimulation and lying. ‘They teach their faces 
to lye, and to fhew what itis not; and fo by deceiv ing others, at 
lait they deceive themfelves : getting deformity inftead of beauty ; 
Jofing that true beauty which they have by nature. By their 
medicines and minerals, oft making their faces to wrinkle, their 
colour pale, oft poyfoning their fkin and dimming their eye- 
fight.’’ Vol. IL. p. 288. 


There can hardly be a queftion that thefe elegant VO-~. 
lumes will be extenfively circulated ; and urged by this en- 
couragement, we truft Mr. Dibdin will proc eed in the execu- 
tion of his opus maximum, undaunted by its voluminoufnefs 
and extent. It fhall be our willing part to cheer him in his 
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Art. V. Richardi Bentleit et dof&torum Virorum Epiftola, 
partim mutue. Accedit Richardi Dawes ad Taylorum Epif= 
tola fingularis. 4to. 380 pp. Londim. Typis Bal- 
merianis. 1807. . 


TPHERE is nothing, furely, in the whole compafs of 
literature, fo truly interefting as the genuine letters 
of great perfons; and perhaps, to competent fcholars, 
the critical correfpondence of the learned has a charm 
altogether pre-emivent. In thofe cffufions of the mdf 
cultivated minds nothing ufually appears but learning, in- 
genuity, and mutual benevolence, This, at leaft, 1s our 
fecling. But however taftes may differ, as to the general 
queftion, all muft of neceffity confefs, that fo noble and 
judicious a prefent was hardly ever made to the learned 
world, as this colleétion of letters. When we fay prefent, 
we are to be literally underftood; for true it is, that this 
mott {plendid book, one of the moft beautiful that the En- 
glifh prefs either has produced, or can hope to offer, is 
printed at the fole expence of the no lefs liberal than learned 
editor, for the fake of giving away the whole impreffion. 
That we have not been overlooked in this noble diftriba- 
tion, it is our pride to fay; and if we have been hitherto 
filent on the fubjeét of the work, it has been becaufe we 
refifted the natural impulfe of that pride, through a degree 
of delicacy, in bringing forward what was not ftrictly {peak- 
ing publifhed ; and becaufe the defign of the editor is not 
yet completed. We have fince found the work noticed 
elfewhere, and therefore gladly difmifs our referve. 

While fome minor geniufes are {till pretending to carp 
at the charaéter of Bentley, this noble monument to his 
fame is raifed by one of the firft fcholars in Europe, a 
man whofe judgment is equal to his learning: and, left 
any thing fhould be wanted to prove the refpect entertained 
by him for the great Englifh Critic, the prefented copies are 
accompanied by this fhort and elegant epistle. 


‘* Benttett Macnt Epiittolis, in lucem Honoris Causa 
prolatis, locum intra parietes Bibliotheca tue adfignindum 
petit CanoLtus Burner.’ 


The following notice is fubjoined, 


s* Editoris, negotiis familiaribus magis impediti, quam ut 
Qq 4 hee 
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hac ftudia digne poflit excolere, note cum indicibus brevi fe. 
uentur,”’ 


«© Grenovici in comitatu Cantiano, Kal. Jun. 1807.’" 


~ 


~ Knowing the ferious and complicated avocations of the 
learned editor, we cannot wonder that thefe notes have not 
yet appeared; we can only regret, that illuftrations fo full 
of learned ad acute remark, as thefe will doubtlefs be, 
fhould flill be wanting to a book, which affords fo many 
excellent fubjcéts for them. With the notes we fhall pro. 
bably receive fome account of the manner in which the 
epifiles came into the editor’s hands. The cluef part of 
them, probably, from the grandfon of Bentley; the ad- 


mirer of his viitues, and a ig protector of his fame, Mr, 


Cumberland. In his poffeflion the chief part of the leiters, 
naincly thofe hetween Gravius and Bentley, are likely to 
have been preferved; as well as thofe from Peter Burman, 
after the death of Grevius; and thofe between the learned 
Dr. Bernard and Bentley, and Le Clerc and Bentley; the 
letter to Dr. Davies, &c. The letter, p. 266, on the 
infcripuon taken by Chifhull from the ftatue of ‘Jupiter 
Urius, and afterwards brought over, and purchafed b 
Dr. Mead, was firft publifhed with Taylor’s letueh 
tratt ‘* De mope debitore in parties diffecando,’’ 4to,. 1742: 
with this, advantage, that in the preface to that work isa 
fac-fimile engraving of the aétnal form of the infeription on 
the flone. Where the ftone now is we have not heard, but 
probably it is carefully preferved in fome colleétion, It is 
a very remarkable inilance, among many, ot Bentley’s fa- 
gacity and learning, that he was able to correét boch Wheler 
and Spon, who had feen’the infeription, from conjecture 
alone ; which was afterwards confirmed by the ftone itfelf. 
Chifhull did fomething, but the tafk was completed by 
Bentley. From the fame work, comes the explanation of the 
word YONANE, ina Perfic MS. of the four Gofpels, fent from 
I{paban. ‘This Bentley explained, and probably. with truth, 
to mean the Greek wra of the Seleucide; which makes the 
date of the MS. 11958 of the Chriftian era. ‘The two pro- 
found and admirable letters to Hemfterhuifius (p. 280 and 
288) were printed by Ruhnkenius, with the life of that 
critic : whom they almoft frightened from the purfuit of 
Greek literature, by the vaft fuperiority they evinced. ‘They 
are very 1iglitly repeated here, for fuch treafures of learnmg 
cannot be too honourably placed. The letter from Dawes 
to Taylor, given as an Appendix (p. $19) is alfo a very 
proper 
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proper acceflion, having much reference to the Sigeian ins 
{cription, which is difeuffed by Bentley at p. 240. 

The contents oi the volume may thus be flated, . 
1. Epiitles between Bentleyand Jo. Geo. Gravius p, 1141 
2. Two from Peter Burman, one announcing the 

death of Gravius, the other on his intended 


edition of Petronius Arbjter ~ 142—149 
3. Mifcellancous Letters, Englifh and Latin, chiefly. 
from, Bentley to the Rev. Dr. Bernard L58—183 


&. Letters trom Dr. Bernard to Dr. Bentley, with 

one from John. Le :Clerc, and Bentley’s an- 

{wer to it, anda few others from Bentley to 

different perfons .. - - 184mm? 6S 
5. The two Letters publifhed by Dr. Taylor, and . 

the two to Hemiterhufius - =. | 266—318 
6. Appendix. The Letter of Mr. R. Dawes to 

the Rey. Dr. Taylor - . - $19 

The ornaments and illuftrations of the book confit of a 
fine portrait of Bentley, engraved by Sharp; another of 
Grevius, by Smith: a fac-fimile engraving of a letter of 
Grevius to Bentley, p. 73, and another of Bentley to 
Grevius, p. 134, 

Of a nature fo very attra€tive to claffical men are all the 
letters in this volume, that it is difficult not to exceed 
due bounds in remarking on them.: We fhall, however; 
conftrain ourfelves to treat but briefly of them, truafling that 
we fhall have occafion to enter further into the critical matter 
herein contained, when the promifed notes of Dr. C. Bur 
fhall appear. This volume contams the whole correfpon+ 
dence between Bentley and Greevius, beginning with a letter 
in which the former introduces himfelt to the learned fo- 
réigner, on a queftion refpeéting Manilius; whichis an- 
fwered by Gravius (who was then warm from the perufal 
of Bentley’s tranfcendently acute and learned epiftle to Dr. 
Mill, fubjoined to his edition of Malela’s Chronicle), with 
an earneftnefs of admiration, which does high honour to both 
parties. ets," 

‘© Plenus enim, ut fic dicam, tui,’’ (fays Grevius) ** ita me 
ceperat pulcherrima illa tua difputatio, que tam multa praclara,y 
tam multa recondita nos docuerat, ut totus in illa defixus, de 
nulla re magis cogitarem, de nulla libentius loquerer, apud ho. 
mines, non impolitos, quam de te, de tuo ingenio et do¢trina, ut 
videreris non modo in animo, fedet in ore meo habitare.’’ P, 4. 


We have then the whole correfpondence reéfpefting the 


admirable additions which Bentley fupplied to the edition 
of 
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of Callimachus, which Grevius was then fuperintending, 
and which form indeed its moft noble ornament. In cor- 
refting the fecond line of the epigram beginning ‘Os dyaScy 
Tloxvg2u4@, Bentley appears not to have had his ufual feli- 
city. Hegivesit, | 

1. Toppa wéve aivav & xz9nuas 6 Kindo, 
which is not ealy to explain. The lateft eduors, Brunck and 
Jacobs, read it, 

2. Toppa wivey alyav & xabivec’ & Kinda), 
which they fay is the exaét reading of the Buherian Codex. 
Various other conjectures are produced, as 

5. Téxea vinav Aitvas & xarivacc’ 6 Kixaw, 
by Salmafius, or by Jacobs himfelf, 

4. 





Tay émzoday 
Tloipaivey aviaiv, oxxe Dirac’ 6 Kuxrary, 
or that of his correfpondent.Eichitet, 
5. Todea vomdy alyay xaddio’ atinayédras, 
or Herman, in his edition of Pindar, 
6. Tog’ Anehav aiyay ox adeibuad’ 5 K duro. 

Not one of thefe is perfeétly fatisfa€tory, and, after fo 
many great mafters have failed, there is not much encon- 
ragement to make a fimilar attempt. By fome firange 
miflake, Gravius publifhedthe fecond of thefe as Bentley's 
emendation, of which he afterwards complains of, (Letter 27, 
p- 90) alledging, that it is neither fuitable to the genius of 
the language nor to the verfe. | He adds, 


*€ Quod fi omnia hec, que in verbis culpanda funt, bene fe 
haberent, quam inepta tamen fodes fententia! quam meque, te- 
que, et eleganti hac editione indigna!’’ P. gt. 


The emendation of "Ovd’ bao drIagaysv, at the clofe of 
the fame epigram, with the illuflration of it, are among the 
happieft effufions of our great Critic. In the 29th Letter 
(p. 98), Bentley gives his learned correfpondent an abftratt 
of his arguments againft the authenticity of the Epiftles of 
of Phalaris, and then, with confcious fuperiority, adds, 


** Hac et alia multo phura quanquam in ifta Differtatione fufe 
explicantur, nuper tamen exortifunt, quos hac noftra arrodere, Pha- 
Jaringue pro vero Epiftolarum autore denuo venditare non puduit. 
Que, inquies, hxc infania eft, in luce tam manifefta tenebras 
perfequi? Scilicet id malé urebat homines, quod Epiftolas illas, 

uas ipfi haud ita multo ante cum magna pompa et oftentatione 
Oxonit ediderant, ego fpurias effe, et nullius frugis, omnibus de- 
monttraverim. Collatis itaque operis libellum Anglicé fcriptum 
confarcinant ; non argumentis, fed ineptis cavillatiunibus, con- 
vitiis, calumniifque rem ftrenué agentes.”? P. 99. 


In 
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Tn the 40th Letter, Bentley begins to talk of his Horace, and 


gives one or two excellent {pecimens of emendation, Not, 
however, to dwell on minutia, which we have promifed to 
avoid, we muft notice the Letters marked 10 and 11, in the 
fourth divifion above-mentioned, at pp, 198, and 201. 
Thefe are perhaps as curious as any thing that literary hif- 
tory prefents. Letter 10, is from Johannes Clericus, or 
Le Clerc, who had juft then heard of what Bentley pub- 
lithed on the fragments of Menander... He had not feen the 
book, and confequently knew not whether the objeftions 
made to his own work were captious or valid; he had only 
heard a rumour that Bentley was the author, and yet he 1s’ 
all forenefs and irritation ; threatens to attack again, though 
he knows not whether he is injured or not, and, infolently 
enough, prefcribes to Bentley wo give him an immediate .an- 
{wer, under pain of being deemed the author, and incurring 

his high difpleafure. Such an inftance ef literary petulance 
is not eafy to be found elfewhere, and it certuinly fhows the 

charaéter of Le Clerc in no very amiable light. The anfwer 

of Bentley is a perfect maflerpiece, both tor Ryle and argu- 

ment. With much dignity he expofes all the abfurdities in 
which his correfpondent had involved himfelf by his hahty 

letter; plays with him, as to the faét of his being the author of 

the book in queftion or not, and finally retuies to tell him 

any thing refpeéting it, becaufe he doés not deferve it, The 

letter is long, but every part of it is worthy of attention. As 

tohis correfpondent defending his own edition of the fragments 

of Menander, he plainly tells him it will be a vain attempt. 


‘¢ Laterem plane lavabis, fi. omnia tua ad Menandrum defen. 
denda in te recipies. Quot enim ibi cum raptim percurrerem 
puerilia errata vidi, quot in Gracis t}iualesas indicia! Quam 
{piflam metri ignorantiam! Crede mihi, non minus indolui, quam 
fi cognatus, aut frater efles, te imprudentem in ea coujeciffe, 
unde non magis pedem referre poffis, exiftimatione falva, quam 
olim ex Cyclometricis fuis magnus Scaliger.’’ P. 207. 


But, fays he, if the author of the book in queftion has not 
made many correétions, I can promife, if it will be any com- 
fort to you, to make more than two hundred, without anv 
trouble ; fo that, if he has been negligent, you im turn may 
triumph over him. Towards the end of the letter there is a 
paflage, which reminds us of that mofl petulant {pirit, poor 
Gilbert Wakefield. ‘* Sunt enim,” fays Bentley, “ qui 
indignantur fe in cujusvis.argumenti {criptis fuas laudes 
non reperire.”” The fole caufe of Wakefield's fury againk 
Porfon was, that he had yof mentioned 4im in his notes to 

7 Hecuba ; 
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Hecuba; and for no’better reafon he quarreled irreconcile- 
ably with a very old friend, and’ ftyled him a bafbarian*; 


Indeed with much lefs reafon,; for he was then’ angry at not 
Being mentioned, where he could not with any propriety 


have been introduced. Of this fame fpirit Bentley teems, 


not without reafon, to fufpeét Le Clerc, who could, as he 
fays, have no complaint again{t him, but the negative offence 
of his filence. We mutt give the conclufion of his letter, 
which for calm digmity furpaffes all the reft. 


‘© Utere ergo me ut libet: amico, fi vis: nunquam certe ini. 
mico futuro, quodcunque in me feceris. Sed volat hora, et expectas 
tandem, credo, ut librum illum Trajectinum ejurem, nifi ftatim 
me ¢jus ream peragi velim. Si alia via rem tentaffes, neque 
primo quafi infidiis, deinde et minis me aggreffus, libro interea 
nondum vifo, neque comperto tibi, an auctorem aperté pra fe 
‘ferat, an ineptus, indoétus fit, nec fine manifefta injuria in mé 
tranfmovendus, voti te compotem dimitterem: fed ut nunc eft, 
hoc habe, me quicquid id libelli eft pro meo non agnofcere: quod 
fi tu tamen fefpicionibus ranis indulgens me quietum et abfitten. 
tem in litem arceTas, et scmen'meum infe@aris, fore fortaflis, ubi 
magno optaveris emptuny inta€tum Pallanta. Vale.’* P. ato. 


We cannot conclade without exprefling our wonder, that 
fuch colleétions of Letters are not more frequently publifhed. 
We recolleét at prefent but few works, in which the epiltles 
of various learned men are united. Onc of juft celebrity as 
the ‘‘ Syliege Epiftolaram, 4 viris illuftribus feriptarum,”, 
publifhed by Peter Burman, 1727, in five vols. 4to. A {es 
cond collection was printed at Nuremberg, under the title 
of ** Sylloge nova Epiftolarum varit argumenti,” and 18 in 
five thin volumes, 8vo. 1760. At the fame time various 

ublic libraries contain abundant treafures of this kind. The 
Haileian colle€tion, in the Britifh Mufeum, is particularly 
rich in thefe flores. See Nos. 4983—4936, which confift 
entirely of Jetters from the contemporaries of Gravius and 
Bentley ; and among them Greevius himfelf, Albertus Rube- 
nius, fo often mentioned by them, Marquard Gudius, J, F. 
Gronovius, N. Heinfius, &c. &c. There are large collec- 
tions of letters addrefied to Humphrey Wanley, and preferved 
by him, in Englifh and Latin at Nos. 3777—3782. . Befide 
thofe of Archbifhop Sancroft and others. See Nos. 7011 
and 12. Surely Dr. C. Burney’s example wiill lead to the 
publication ot tome feleétions, if nothing more. 





* See our remarks on his Life, vol. xxvi. p. 694. 
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Art. VI. The Librarian. By James Savage, of the Lindon 
Infiitution, Svo. P, 10s.6d. Savage. 1808, 


WeE have various reafons for giving a diftinguifhed plaeeto 
this volume, We think that a foundation is here laid, 
if the work fhal! be duly encouraged, for a complete body of 
Englifh bibliography. We think alfo that the reports des 
tailed in part already, and to be progreflively continued, of 
the manufcript department of the Mufeum, the manulfcripts 
at Lambeth, of the Royal Society, Society of Antiquaries, 
Heralds College, Lincoln’s Inn, Middle Temple, &c, will 
rove of infinite importance to Englith literature. The ana. 
yfis alfo of uncommon books, and the particulars given, by 
which colleétors may be fatisfied when they are perieét or 
otherwile, is both curious and ufeful. 
But we paufed on the laft number, which finifhes the firft 
volume, with no common intereft. It details .the laft hours 
of Profeffor Porfon, and we anxioufly place it before our 


readers, glad to avail ourfelves ot the opportunity to place 


one wreath of bay upon his tomb. 

There are among us who knew him fromhis childhood, who 
are well acquainted with the tremendous diftance at which 
he foon left all thofe who imbibed with him the firft princi- 

les of learning—who knew him at the Univerfity; and who, 

when he left Alma Mater, lived with him in conhdence, pur- 
fuing, though with an unequal ftep, the fame objeéts,-who 
revered the prodigious acquirements of his mind, and who, 
though from principle and conviction compelled to differ 
with him in matters of high and deep importance, fincerely 
loved the man.—Peace to his athes. 

The following record may in every particular be depended 
upon : 


“ An Account of the laft Illnefs of Ricuarnv Porson, A. M. Pro. 
JSeffor of Greek in the Univerfity of Cambridge, and principal 
Librarian of the London Inftitution. 


« [With two plates engraved in fac fimile, of the Profeffor’s 
writing. 
<< [Several erroneous accounts refpeCting the laft illnefs of Pro. 
effor Porson having appeared in various periodical publica. 
tions, the editor of ** ‘The Librarian’’ is induced to infert the 
following correct report of ‘the laft fix days of the Profeffor’s 
life; and he does this with confidence, becaunfe he {peaks only 
of what came under his own immediate obfervation, having, 
, attended 
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attended Mr. Porfon, from the morning after he was feized with 
a fit in a ftreet to the time of his death. ] 


© © Sunt adhuc cure hominibus fides et officium ; funt qui defun@o. 
TUN QUOGUS AMOS “gant,” Pirx. Ep. 


«¢ On Tuefday morning, the zoth of September, 1808, I read 
a paragraph i in the new fpaper cnlled the Britifh Prefs, importing 
that about two o’clock the preceding afternoon, * a gentleman 
had been found fenfelefs in the ftreet, and conveyed to a place of 
fafetv, in Caltle-ftreet, St. Martin’ s-lanie. I immediately went 
to the place mentioned, where I arrived about half paft eight, 
and found the gentleman alluded to, as I had expected from the 
defcription inferted in the newfpaper, to be Mr. Profeffor Porfon, 
f tound him walking about the room, apparently extremely ill; 
he exprefied much fatist: iction at feeing me, and after a few words 
of inquiry with refpect to his health, I defired he would allow me 
tocall a coach, but he would not permit me to leave him, faying 
that he would rather walk and take one in the ftreet. Accord. 
ingly we walked acrofs the King’s Mews, to the neareft itand of 
couches at Charing.crofs, where we took one, and drove home to 
ue beer Jewry. 

After we had got into the coach, and were going down the 
hia, he began to fpeak of the tire which had dettroyed the 
theatre in Covent Garden, a few hours before, of which he had 
been informed, and was much affected at the account I gave him 
of the lofs of lives and property in confequence of that melan. 
choly aceident. He afterwards fpoke of his fudden attack in the 
ttreet, and congratulated himfelf on falling into honeft hands, and 
; rticularly obferved how fortunate he confidered himfelf in not 

aving had his gold watch taken from him. In this way we pro. 
pas “A along the Strand and Fleet-{treet, converfing in the manner 
ufual with him, for no perfon pofleffed a greater fund of pleafant 
nd rational converfation, As we approached St. Paul’s, he men- 
tioned with much feeling, the iil treatment which Sir Chriftopher 





«¢ ® Mr. Porfon walked from the houfe of the London Inftitu. 
tion, of which he was the principal librarian, about one o’clock 
on Monday afternoon, the rgth of September, and about half 
pat one called at Mr. Pe ‘try’s in the Strand; but that gentleman 
net being at home, he procee ded further, an id was feized with a 
fit, which led to the melancholy cataftrophe related in the fequel. 
He had complained for feveral days prece ding of not being well, 
and faid he had got the ague, but it appears that the hot and 
cold fits, which he confidered as that complamt, were fympto- 
matie of the difeafe, which afterwards terminated in his diffolu- 
tion, 
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Wren, the architet of that magnificent pile, had fuftained in the 
latter part of his life, and obferved, that even in our own days, 
we were too apt to neglect modeft unafluming merit. 

*€ In this manner he continued to converie till we arrived at 
the houfe of the Inftitution in the Old Jewry, which was about a 
quarter paft nine. On getting out of the coach, his bodily de. 
bility was very confiderable, but fo far from the accounts in the 
newfpapers, and in the different publications, alluded to, refpecting 
the torpor of his mind at this time, being true, I did not perceive 
the leatt diforder in his mental faculties, for he had apparently 
the power of affoeiating ideas as ftrongly as I ever knew him, 

‘¢° After walking up ftairs to his apartments, which he did with 
fome difficulty, he took his breakfaft in his own room, which con. 
fitted of two cups of green tea and two fmall pieces of toaft. 
Soon after this he went down into the library, where meeting 
withthe Rev. Dr. Adam * Clarke, they entered into a com erfation 
refpecting a Greek infcription in the poffefion of the larter gen. 
tleman, which had been brought trom the city of Eleufis in Greece. 
It was now that it appeared he had fuffered a paralyfis of 7 
organs of {peech, and his memory had evidently begun to fail, 
that it became painful to converfe with him ; . ‘but what de <the 
to be particularly mentioned, is, that when he could no longer 
articulate his mother tongue without confiderable difficulty, and 
when he appeared to have from the deficiency of his memory 
nearly loft the power of tranflating the quotations he made from 
the Greck into Englith, (which was his ufual cuftom in con- 
verfation, when he referred to any of the Greek or Latin Claffics, ) 
he could quote and fpeak Greek with all the fluency of his bett 
days. 

“On Dr. Clarke taking leave of him, the Profeffor foon 
afterwards went up ftairs into his own room, and ftopping a fhort 
time, came down again apparently going out, when Mrs, Savage 
obfery ed to him, that fhe thought from his indi {fpoiition he would 
confult his own eafe and quiet “by remaining at home, and that 
fhe would provide him tor dinner any thing which “he fhould 


_ prefer. With this he feemingly acquiefced, but, as Lam Jed to 


believe, the Profeffor fancied himfelf to be under fome rettrai int, 
and to convince himfelf of the contrary walked out, and foon 
after went into the African or Cole’s Coffee-houfe, tn St. Mi- 
chael’s Alley, Cornhill} from which place he was brought home 
in a coach about half pait five o'clock, confiderably worfe, 
and unable to fpeak otherwife than in fhert, broken fentences. 

** On obferving the ftate which the Profeflor was now in, [ 
flepped_ out for Mr. Norris, the Surgeon, one of his particular 
and intimate friends, who only lives a few doors from us. On 
his returning with me, Mr. 'N. and mvf-lf prevatled on him, 
with fome difficulty, to allow us to aflift him into bed. Mr. 
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Norris then deftribing to me the dangerous ftate that Mr. Porfon 
was in, 1 loft no time in making Mr. Perry, his brother-in-law, 
acquainted with the circumitance, who that evening vifited him, 
and certainly no friend ever evinced more tender regard than did 
that gentleman to the laft moment of the Protefior’s life; indeed 
Mr. Porfon was peculiarly happy in the affectionate attention 
of his friends; the Rev. Dr. Raine, Dr. Charles Burney, Mr, 
Frend, Mr. Norris, &c, &c. attending him with the moft anxi. 
ous folicitude, 

«* Dr. Babington was called to him at an early ftage of his 
illnefs, but medicine proved of no other avail than to encourage 
hopes in the minds of the Profeffor’s friends that he might re- 
cover. The effects of medical affiftance ferved only to excite a 
portion of temporary ftimulus to the already exhaufted powers of 
nature, both bodily and mental ; but every new effort to revive 
brought on a progreffive fhare of increafing debility, This went 
on from Tuefday evening to Sunday morning the 25th of Sep. 
tember, when all hopes of recovery were finally deftroyed, and 
it was perceived by every perfon about the Profeffor, that he could 
not furvive the enfuing night. ‘This anticipation was too full 
verified, for on Sunday night, exaétly as the clock ftruck twelve, 

had the melancholy ofhce of witneffing the laft breath of this 
incomparable fcholar. 

‘¢ His friends confidered it to be neceflary that the body fhould 
be opened. Accordingly on Tuefday morning after his deceafe, 
Dr. Babington, Sir William Blizard, Mr. Norris, Mr. Thomas 
Blizard, and Mr. Upton, attended for that purpofe. 





«© Since the above was written, I have been favoured by Mr. 
Norris with the following obfervations made by him at the com. 
mencement of Mr. Porfon’s illnefs, and of the appearances of the 
head and vifcera on difleCtion. 


“6 © On Friday, September the 16th, I called to fpeak to Mre 
Porfon about a book, and was fhocked at his generally difeafed 
appearance. J afked if he was not fenfible of much indifpofition ; 
to which he replied that he had been ill for fome time of ague and 
fever, but that he now thought himfelf better. 

«¢ «His countenance was pale; his fkin hot; his pulfe quick 
and feeble, and his tongue white. I told him that I fuppofed his 
reafon for ufing the term ague, was his having had cold fits fuc- 
ceeded by heat, to which he affented; that thefe fymptoms were 
common to almoft all fevers, however excited, that he was at 
that moment very ferioufly ill froma caufe entirely different from 
what he imagined; and I concluded by begging him to fend for 
my friend Mr. Upton, who was juft at hand, or for fome phyfi- 
cian of his own acquaintance. ‘To this however he would not 
confent, as he faid he was now better, but I fo far prevailed as to 
obtain his promife to do what I defired the next morning, if he 

fhould, 
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fhould not continue to improve. Toa meffage which I fent thé 
next day, he returned for anfwer that he was better. 

«© Theard nothing more of him until the evening of Tuefday, 
the eoth, when Mr. Savage came for me, and faid that Mr. Porfon 
had had a fit, as he believed of epilepfy, and that he was much 
alarmed about him. I found Mr. Porfon fitting up; and ftaring 
about him, as if furprifed. The only anfwer I could obtain to 
any queftion was, Well! How! What! and he appeared to be 
utterly incapable of reafoning, or of comprehending what was 
faid to him. 

‘« In this fate he was put to bed, and I fent immediate notice 
of his fituation to his brother-in-law, Mr. Perry, who foon ar. 
rived, and who continued to the laft to pay him the kindeft atten. 
tion, with the moft affectionate folicitude. 

‘© A clyfter was injected, and he was with difficulty made to 
{wallow a pill, containing two grains of calomel, and fome hours 
afterwards, a draft of infufion of fena and Epfom falt. Thefe 
procured two or three copious motions, after which he brightened 
up, and fora fhort time feemed much relieved. 

‘© Dr. Babington and Mr. Upton now faw him, when ftupor 
had again returned, accompanied by fuch a ftate of general debi- 
lity as to preclude all idea of further evacuation. Blifters and 
finapifms were applied, which procured tranfient relief, and it 
was endeavoured to fupport his ftrength by wine and cordial me- 
dicines, of which however very little was fwallowed, He cin. 
tinued, with a few flight and fhort appearances of amendment, to 
grow weaker until Sunday night, when he died; having gra. 
dually Jolt the power of fpeech and fight: fo that two days be- 
fore his death, his eyes were perfectly infenfible to the light of a 
candle. 

“© Yhe following account of the appearances of the body on 
Uiffection was figned by Dr. Babington, Sir William Blizard, Mr. 
‘Thomas Blizard, Mr. Upton, and my felf. 


‘€ On examining the body of Profeflor Porfon, we obferved 
the following appearances, 

‘© The body was emaciated. 

«© The dura mater did not exhibit any unufual appearance, 

‘© Under the tunica arachnoides a clear fluid was feen to be 
generally diffufed over the furface of the brain; and upon fepa. 
rating the pia mater, lymph, to the quantity of about an ounce, 
iffued from between the convolutions of the brain. 

‘© The brain was of an unufually firm texture, its cortical part 
was of a lighter colour, and its medullary part lefs white than is 
commen. 

‘© The ventricles did not feem to contain more than one ounce 
of lymph; but upon removing the whole of the brain, at leaf 
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an ounce anda half more lymph remained at the bafis of the 
fkull, 

*€ The abdominal vifcera did not prefent any thing particularly 
worthy of notice. ‘The fubftance of the inteftines, indeed, was 
unufually thick, as was that of the bladder; there was an adhe- 
fion of the omentum to the liver, and fe véral more between it 
and the diaphragm ; and in its peritoneal covering there was a 
final! oflfication. The pylorus was very narrow, but without 
difeafe, ‘To none of thefe circumftances do we attach any confe. 
quence, as they do not appear to have had any fhare in producing 
acati. 

‘© The heart was found, and the pericardium contained the 
ufual quantity of lymph. 

« The left lung had many adhefions to the pleura, and bore 
vifible marks of former inflammation. The right lung was ina 
perfectly found ftate. 

‘© Froma due confidcration of thefe circumflances, and of the 
fymptoms obferved during the fhort period of his confinement, as 
well as of what we knew of his ufual fedentary mode of living, 
we are of opinion that the effufed lymph in and upon the brain, 
which we believe to have been the effect of recent inflammation, 
was the immediate caufe of his death. It may alfo be obferved 
that his health had been in a declining ftate during fome months, 
fo as to have been vilible to his friends. 


‘« It is very clear that during the indifpofition, which he 
called ague an d fever, a flow inflammatory action was going on 
within the head, the refult of which was the effufion abo. 
noticed, ‘Lhe firt effect of compreilion frem this caufe that 
noticed, was on Monday, the igth of September, on which aay 
he walked from the Old Jewry to the weft end of the town, when 
he fell in the ftreet, and was taken in a ftate of infenfibility into 
a neighbouring houfe, where he remained all night, 

‘WILLIAM NORRIS, 
Old fewry, Nov. 21, 1808. 


‘ In gis ing a re! lation of the fa&s concerning the illnefs of Nir. 


Porfon, I cannot let the opportunity efeape ime, our official fitua- 
tions bringing us a good deal togethe r, of Jamenting in common 
with his moft intimate friends, the lots of fo pleating and fo va- 
luable an acquaintance ; for to the moft gigantic powers of learn- 
ing and cr iticifm were united the manners of a gentleman, and the 
inoffenfive habits of a child; and 1 am forry to have occafion to 
obferve, in concluding he narrative, that, efpecially fince the 
Profeffor’s deceafe, there fhould be found perfons, who have ufed 
no common induftry in reprefenting his failings in fuch pointed 
terms, as tot tally to fhade the numerous good qualities which 
were inherent in his nature ; fo that it cannot bur be ren — 
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with pity, that thofe perfons fhould be deficient in one, of thofe 


excellent qualities, which he poffeffed in an enninent degree, mewer 
Spcaking ill of any one, ——but Shak{peare has well obferved, upon 
another occafion, _ 


‘© Men’s evil manners live in brafs; their virtues 
We write in water.” 


“ London Inftitution, « JAMES SAVAGE,” 
Dec. 1. 1808."" P. 274. 


The honours paid to Profeffor Porfon’s remains at Cain. 
bridge, and thofe ftill intended to perpetuate his memory in 
the Society of which he was fo illuftrious a member, are 
fuficiently known. We have before exprefled our approba- 
tion of the book from which this extraét is raken, and molt 
fincerely add our wifhes for its eutire fuccels. 
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Arr. VII. The Hifory of the Rife, Progre/s, and Accom- 
plifbment of the Abolition of the African Slave Trade by the 
Britifb Parliament. By Thomas Clarkfon, M.A. Intwo 
Vols. Svo. Longman and Co. 1808. 


' E have feldom met with a hiflory more interefting and 
important than that now before us, in which the 
author hunfelt bears fo prominent a part, that he thinks it 
neceflary to devote a whole chapter to this very point, in 
order to exonerate himfelf from every charge of oftentation. 
It might be neceffary to Mr. Clarkfon’s teelings to make 
fuch an apology, but we think that a moral necefhity exifted, 
paramount to all fuch confiderations, tor the publication of 
the work, and even the moft minute detail of his own extra. 
ordinary exertions. Thefe efforts having finally been crowned 
with fuccefs, notwithftanding a moft vexatious and cruel 
feries of hindrances and obftacles, they ought to remain upon 
record, asa ftimulus to the good, the humane, and charitable 
in all ages, and a reproof to the indolent, the covetous, the 
hard-hearted, and the felfifh; as a memorial of the virtuous 
feelings of thofe who promoted the fucce!s of fo glorious a 
caufe, through all its flages, and as an indelible ftigma upon 

thofe who by any unfair means impeded it. | 
Not that we would be thought indifferent to the loffes 
of thofe who really were held to be in danger of a Vio~ 
lent change in their circumftances and property from any 
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abrupt abolition of the trade; but as foon as we could come 
to any fort of calculation, as to the preponderance ot eT 
Ings occafioned by the continuance of fuch an execrable 
trathe, and its abolition, the balance of w “got upon our 
feelings was too unecuivocally in favour of the abolition to 
leave the {malleft doubts upon our minds. We fe! belides, 
tha even without anv previous appoints! rent of par tanrentar) y 
compe: nfations for thofe who might eventua lly be afletied by 
the abolition, it was {carcely pofl, le that any undoubted cafe 
of this nature would not find great af Miftance and alleviation 
trom the generofity of the public ; but what compeniation 
could ever be made to thofe millions of wretched unof- 
tending beings, whom avarice had, in the courfe of ‘eve- 
ral centuries torn from t!eir native country and thet fiends, 


to be loaded in a ftrange land with the fevereft fhackles of 


{lavery P 

Such was our general view of the fubje& when it firft 
began to occupy the public attention. It feemed to us, that 
the nation rad a long arrear of injuries to repair, and was 
bound by eve y pollible confideration entirely to difcharge 
itfelf of all had ote concern with a trade fo wholly inde- 
fenfible, fo difgraceful, fo antichriflian, fo entirely oppofite 
to every moral and political principle in which a Briton 
had been ufed e gicry , 

We mult confefs, however, that fo much procraftination 
oceurrcd in the progrels of the bufine!s after the firtt open= 

tug of it in Parhament, the examination of the evidence 
was fo tedious, and apparently fo contr iditiory, that we 
were brougnt to fufpend our own feelings for a time, and to 
contemplate it as a matter of mere legiflative concern, which 
mult go through all us regular forms, and wait to be de- 
cided according to the ordinary routine of parliamentary 
bufinefs. Much of the detail of the matter therefore re- 
mained unknown to us ; we were accuflomed to regard with 
refpect and veneration a certain lift of names, publicly con- 
netted with the meafure of abolition, but we did not know 
very particularly how much each had contributed, or was 
contributing, to the grand undertaking. From the work be- 
fore us we fcem to have learned all that we could want to 
know. We now are acquainted with the w hole progrels of 
the machine. We now know what fet it firft in motion, 

yhy it went quickly at one time and {lowly at another; what 
was the nature of the obflacles which impeded its rapidity, 


and how it was fafely conduéted at laf through all the dit- 
ficulties that bay in its way. 
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The view therefore which we are now enabled to take of ig 
has brought back all our moral feelings upon the fubje€t ; 
we contemplate it again entirely as a moral, not as a politicat 
or commercial queftion, It has been brought to a decifion 
as fuch, and we think rightly; for it is impoffible, in our 
eftimation, that this nation fhould with any confiftency, pub- 
licly and openly fanétion any meafure of trade or policy, which 
is unqueltionably founded on the violation of fuch prin- 
ciples, as were violated in almoft every flage of the African 
flave trade. 

Nor can we any longer hefitate to call much of the oppo 
{ition that was made to the abolition, vexatious, becaufe the 
mott felfifh prejudices, and means the moft exceptionable, 
appear to have been fuffered to interfere. We do not mean 
to imply, that there were none who oppofed it on other 
grounds—far from it—we are confident that many members 
of both houfes were fincere and confiderate in their recom- 
mendation of moderate and gradual meafures, though this 
operated much to the retarding the bufinefs; we are alfo 
difpofed to give credit to many of the colonial proprietors, 
who no doubt really thought they forefaw in it the ruin of all 
our Weil Indian poffeffions; but in the courfe of the pro- 
ceedings, both in and out of the houfe, circumflances were 
continually occurring, in which perfonal intereft or local 
prejudice were too palpably apparent *. It feems parce’y 
to tall within the reach of chance, that upon a queftion which 
made fo forcible an appeal to the moral feelings of man and 
the principles of a Chriftian, as to unite thofe who held the 
moft difcordant political opinions in clofe agreement, the 
two members tor Liverpoo/, of all places in the world, fhould 
be conftitutionally fo formed as to be equally and invariably 
infenfible to every impreffion in favour of the abolition; and 
nearly the fame may be faid of the members for Bri/tal- 
When we examine the documents which moved Sir William 
Dolben to exert himfelf to procure better accommodation 
tor the poor flaves during the middle paflage, we are tem sted 
to believe that they were formerly expofed to the moft hor- 
rible fufferings a human being could be reduced to, both as 





* What muft we think of the force of perfonal prejudices in 
the agitation of fuch a queftion, when a gentleman could be in- 
duced to petition the Houfe of Lords againft the abolition of this 
trade in human ficth, becaufe it might eventually injure the fale 
of his gunpowder. , 
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to mind and body; but fo differently did things appear to 
fome flave-traders ani flave- captains that they could declare 
before the Privy Council that the middle pallage was ** the 
happieft period of a Negro’s lfe.”’ What a difference of 
moral feelings muft have exifted in ether cafe. Mr. Pitt 
and Mr, Fox thought the trade repugnant to every principle 
of juftice, morality, and religion. The two members for 
Liverpool could not fee any grourids for fuch a luppofition, 
Sir Wilham Dolben {whofe benevolence is fo well known) 
thought the middle pailage beyond every thing cruel and 
oppreflive. S/ave-dealers and flave-captains thought it a {late 
of happinefs. Being compelled by the lath of a w hip to 
jemp up and down in their chatns tor exercife, Sir William 
Dolben regarded as no very favourable fymptom of eafe and 
happinefs; but fv e-fraders and flave-captams confidered it 
asa mere dancing-bout, and confequenti) a prool of merri- 
ment and jollity! 

But it is time to come to the hiflory. 

In the nine firft chapters the author applies himfelf to 


*€ trace the different ftreams from whence the torrent arofe, 
which has now happily fwept away the ilave trade, from the yeaz 
1516 fo the year 1787, at which latter period a number of per. 
fons affociated themfelves in England for its abolition.”? Py 3 32. 


We have tranfcribed the author’s metaphor, becaufe the 
torrent he {peaks of, as formed by the junction and concur- 
rence of fo many trib utary ftreams,-is ustpally delineated ig 
a map, p. 29, and the feveral tre. ums dillinguifhed by the 
names and <aies appropriate to each. This may appear 
rather tanciful, but 1 certanly ferves to convey at one view 
a good idea of the progrefs of things. Among the names 
of thofe who manitefted a repugnance to the trade m its 
earheft days we tind thole o Ga réinal Ximenes, Charles Vth, 
Leo Xth, and Queen Elizabeth; but from 1516 to between 
1670 and 1680 the bases is to he aboliuron, or rather ob- 
jectors to the trade, amount to very few indeed. About 
this latter pertod fome writers advocated the caufe of the 
flaves, as Godwyn and Baxter. In 1696 Southern brought 
forward his trag reddy fee Oronooko. The next that diftmn- 
guifhed themilelves were Dr. Primatt, Monte iqui eu, Hutche- 
ion, Fofter. Sur Richard Steele's Inkle and Yarico, and 
Atkyns's Voyage to Guinea, had no fmall effe@. This 
brings us as low as 1735. Pope, Thomfon, Savage, Shen- 
fone, and Dyer are enumerated among the friends of the 
Negroes, for their beautiful allufions to their hard cafe in 
their feveral poems. Between 1750 and 1787 the map ts 
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filled with names of our own contemporaries, too numerous 
to be inferted here, and too well known, and too juftly 
efteemed, to make it neceffary. It is impoffible, however, 
not to dwell with peculiar re'pecdt on the name of Granvillé 
Sharp, whofe perfonal exertions firlt procured for the per- 
feermted Negroes the protettion ofthe law, even in oppofition 
to the Jeclared opinions of fome of the moft eminent of the 
long robe. His molt benevolent aéts of interpofition ate 
the fubjeét of the Ilfd chapter of Mr. Clarkfon’s firft 
volume. | 

In the [Vth chapter Mr. C. begins his account of the 
efforts made by the fe& of the Quakers in England and 
America, (but chiefly in the latter) from the time of their 
leader George Fox to their affociation generally with the 
other frends of the abolition. ‘Though the general body of 
the Quakers feem to have efpouled the caufe from the firft, 
yet fome individuals particularly dittinguifhed themfelves, 
whofe labours and exértions are defcribed at length, as Penn, 
Woolman, Benezet, Dillwyn, &c. &c. 

But we muft now introduce the reader to Mr. Clarkfon 
himfelf. In the year 1785 Dr. Peckard, who had previoufly 
in his fermons efpoufed the caufe of the Africans, bein 
Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge, propofed, es one of the 
fubjeéis tor the annual prizes in the Univerfity, ‘* Anne 
liceat invitos in fervitutem dare?’ ‘ Is it right to make 
flaves of others avain{t their will ?”—Mr. Clarkfon had won 
former prizes, and therefore was led to contend alfo for the 
one propofed. He wrote a Latin eflay accordingly, and fuc- 
ceeded in gaining the prize. After the delivery of his efflay 
inthe Senare Houle, according to form, he found that the 
fabje€t had left an indelible impreflion upon his mind, and 
fu agitated his {pirits as to deprive him of the common coms 
forts and refrethment of fleep and refl. But as yet he knew 
but little of the real horrors of the {lave trade. He deter. 
mined, however, (trom an impulfe which we can {carcely 
call enthufialtic, fo eafily doés it feem to follow from a dee 
and fleady reflection upon the fubjeét) to make himfelf more 
fully acquainted with the matter, and, in fhort, to {pare no 
pains to invettigate the fubjeét to the utmolt. 

From this time we may regard him as the chief inftru- 
ment that fet in motion the great machine. For though he 
very modeftly {peaks of himfelf in the courfe of his labours, 
asthe agent of a committee, yet it feems exceedingly evident 
that che accidental difcovery of fuch an agent led to the for- 
mation of the committee. . 
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It is unneceffary to go through the detail of the very fir 
fteps Mr. Clarkfon took to interefi other perfons in the bufi, 
nels, of to procure an introduction to thofe who were pre. 
vioufly interefled. A fhort time brought him into a near 
conneétion with Mr. Granville Sharp, Mr. Ramfay, Sir 
Charles Middleton (now Lord Barham) Mr, Langton, Lord 
Sca:fdale, Dr, Bakes, and others, whofe confequence and 
relpeétability may be faid to have rendered both houfes of 
Parliament acceflible to him, fo that as early as 1787, not 

uite two years after the delivery of the Effay in the Senate 

Joufe at Cambridge, Mr. Clarkfon, then only 24 years of 
age, had been able to fet the great machine, which was finally 
to accomplifh the work of the abolition, effeétually in mo- 
tian; for in afhort period after his introduétion to Mr. Wil- 
berforce, that gentleman was brought to pledge himfelf to 
lay the matter before Parliament. 

On the 22d of May, 1787, the firft committee* was 
formed, for the exprefs purpofe of colleéting information 
in order to the promotjon of the great objeét, namely, a par- 
liamentary abolition of the trade: and now began Mr. Clark- 
fon's labors and exertions, which he has recorded ima flyle 
and manner at once the moft interefting, perfpicuous and 
modeft. At the hazard of health and life, and we may add 
reputation, (for had he not fucceeded, it would have been 
accounted mere Quixotifm), he rufhed at once into the very 
focus of the mifchief, by vifiting Briftol and Liverpool. 
The horrid ftories he picked up, the pains he took to certify 
the truth of fatts, the delicacy with which he abflained from 
the readicff means ot acquiring evidence, for fear of the im- 
putation of bribery, manifeft a fobriety of judgment, which 
exonerates him at once from every charge ot rath enthufiafm, 
which was not only alledged againft him in the grofleft terms, 
but which the extreme ardor of his beneyolence, and con- 
tinual contempt of perfonal danger, might otherwife have 
tended to fix upon him. 

No perfon, who has been accuflomed to judge of the matter 
merely from newfpaper reports, can form the fimalleft idea of 
the nature of the difficulties Mr. C. had to encounter in pro- 





* This committee, it appears, in the courfe ef 13 months only, 
printed and diftributed, not atmrandom, but through refpectable 
channels, no lefs than 51,432 books or pamphlets, befides 26,526 
reports, accounts of debates in Parliament, and other fmall 


papers. 


curing 





ee en 


a 


Clarkfon's Hiftory of the Slave Trade. col 


euring of evidence, That fuch evidence fhould be Perey 
pure, it was neceflary it fhould be perfeétly voluntary ; he fele 
therefore reflrained from any pecuniary offers, even to the 
moft diftreffed and perfecuted objetts of his fearch*. While 
fuccefs was doubtful befides, there was danger of increafin 
and aggravating all the atrocities of the trade, by any indife 
crete or ill-timed difcoveries; and even of bringing redoubled 
vengeance on the heads of thofe very perfons whom he 
wilhed to refcue from oppreffion. It is fearcely to be cone 
ceived how much fatigue of body and mind Mr, C, under. 
went in the procurement of every individual witnels, A 
A new {cene befides opened upon him at Briftol—the mife. 
ries of the negroes were but one evil—the barbarous treat- 
ment of the feamen on board the flave-fhips quite as much 
deferved and required to be expofed; but no fooner was his 
errand: known, than as he tells us, Vol. I. p. S44. 


«© The owners of veffels employed in the trade forbad all in, 
tercourfe with him, ‘The old captains, who had made their for- 
tunes in it, would not fee him. The young, who were making 
them, could not be fuppoied to efpoufe his caufe, to the detriment 
of their own intereit ; and of thofe whofe neceflities made them 
go into it for a livelihood, he could net get one to come forward, 
without doing fo much for him as would have amounted to brig 
bery.’’ 


Asa fpecimen of Mr. C.’s great anxiety upon the occa- 
fion, we fhall fele& the following account of his endeavours 
to recover two witneffles, who were wanted to fubftantiate a 
charge of murder againft the chief mate of a flave-fhip, 
whom Mr. C. had caufedto be taken up, and who was under 
profecution at the fit of the Lords of the Admiralty. The 
trial was coming on at the Old Bailey, when Mr. C., on his 
return to Briftol from Liverpool, found by a letter from the 
Admiralty, that no witnefles were forth-coming. On enquiry 
at Briftol of the mother of the young man who was mur- 
dered, he found that two out of four witneffes he had fe. 
cured, had been bribed by,the flave-traders and fent to fea, 
but that, the two others, in order to avoid this, had made 
their efcape to fome coal-mine between Neath and Swanfea, 





* When fome perfons afterwards were perfecuted in confequence 
of their evidence, they naturally came to Mr, C., who had not 
the means of alleviating their diftrefles, . To the honor of the late 
Mr. Whitbread it fhould be recorded, that he freely offered him 
a full command of his purfe for all fuch purpofes, it 
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No time was to be loft. His credit, and the credit of the 
caufe, were at flake; he prevailed upon a young man to fet 
off dire€tly, and to go in fearch of them. 


‘¢ It was now between twelve and onein the afternoon. I faw 
him depart ; in the interim I went to Thompfon’s, and other 
places, to inquire if any other of the feamen, belonging to the 
Thom: iss te to be found; but though I hunted diligently ’till 
four o’clock, I could learn nothing fatisfatory. I then went to 
dinner, but ‘ grew une eafy. I was an that my meflenger 
might be at a lofs, or that he might want affiftance on fome occa. 
fion or other. I now judged that it oust have been more pra. 
dént if two perfons had been fent, who micht have conferred with 
tach other, and who might have divided when they had reached 
Neath, and gone to different mines, to inquire for the witneffes, 
Thefe thouchts difturbed me.—-My own obftii nacy in refitting the 
advice of Mr. Burges, and the fear of injury to my own reputa. 


tion, and to that of the caufe I hi id undertaken, were again be- 
fore my eyes. I became ftill more uneafy; and I had no way of 
relieving my feelings, but by refolving to follow the young man, 
and to give him all the aid in my power. 

Tt was now near fix o’clock. ‘The night was cold and 
rainy, and almot dark. I got down, however, fafe to the paf- 


fage-houf » and defired to He conveyed acrofs the Severn, The 
peaple in the houfe tried to diffluade me from my - Gelign. They 
faid no one would accompany me, for it was quite a tempeft. I 
replied, t shad ] went pay thofe handfomely who would go- with 
me. <A perfon prefent afked me if I woold give him three guineas 
for a boat, | replied i would. He could not for fhame retraét. 
He went out, and in about half an hour brought a perfon with 
him. We were obliged to have a lanthorn as far as the boat. We 
goton board and went off. But fuch a pafflage I had never before 
witneiléd, The wind was furious. The waves ran high. I 
@ould (e nothing but white foam. The boat alfo was toffed up 
and down in fuch a manner, that it was with great difficulty I 
could keep my feat. ‘The rain, too, poured down in _ tor- 
tents, that we were all of us prefently wet through. We had 
been, I apprehend, more than an hour in this fituation, when the 
boatmen began to complain of cold_and wearinefs. I faw, ‘alfo, 
that they began to be uneafy, for they did not know where they 
were. The y had no way of forming any judgment about their 
courte, but by knowing ‘the point from which the wind blew, 
and by keeping the boat in a relative pofition towards it. Len. 
cot iraged them as well as I could, though I was beginning to be 

uneafy myfelf, and alfo fick. In about a quarter of an hour they 
began to complain again. They faid they could pull no longer. 


5 
‘They acknowledged, however, that they were getting nearer to 


the fhore, though on what part of it they could not tell. I could 


do nothing but bid them hope. They then began to reproach 
themfelves 
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themfelves with having come out with me. I told them I had 
not forced them, but that-it was a matter of their own choice. 
In the midit of this converfation | informed them that I thonghte 
I faw a far ora light itraight forward. ‘They both looked at 


it, and pronounced — it to be: a light, and added with great joy, 


that it maft be a light i in the paflage- houfe, and fo we found it; 
for in about ten minutes afterwards we landed, and on reaching 
the houfe, learned that.a fervant-maid had been accidentally talk. 
ing to fothe bther perfon on the itair-cafe, near the window, with 
a candle in her hand, and that the light had appeared to us from 
that circumiftance. 

*« It was now near eleven o'clock. My meffenger, it ap. 
peared, had arrived fate at abou: five in the evening, and had pro. 
ceeded on his route. I was very cold on my arrival, and fick 
alfo. There feemed to be a chillinefs all over me both within 
and without, indeed I had not a dry thread about me. I took 
fome hot brandy and water and went to bed; but defired, as foen 
as my clothes were thoroughly dried, to be called up, that I 
might go forward, ‘This happe ned about two in the morning, 
when I got up. I took my breakfat by the firevfide. [then 
defired the poit-boy, if he thould meet any perfons on the road; ‘to 
top and inform me, as I did not know whether the witnedles might 
not be coming up by theinfelves, and whether they might not 
have pafied my meffenger without knowing his etrand. Having 
taken thefe precautions, I departed, I travelled on, but we amet 
no one. I traced, however, my meffenger through Newport, 
Cardiff, and Cowbridge. I was afiuréd, alfo, that he-had not 
paffed me on his return ; nor had any of thofe pafied me whom he 
was feeking. At length, when I was within about two miles of 
‘Neath, I met him. He had both the witneffes under his care. 
This was a matter of great joy tome. I determined to return 
with them. It was now nearly two in the afternoon. I accord- 
in ly went back, but we did not reach the paffage-houfe again 
till nearly two the next morning. 

« During our journey, neither the wind nor the rain had much 
abated. It was quite dark on our arrival. © We found only one 

rfon, and he had been fiteing up in expectation of us. It was 
ae vain that I afked him for a boat co put us acrofs the water, 
He faid all the boat-men were in bed ; and if they were up, he 
was fure that fone of them would venture out. It was thought a 
mercy by ali of them that we were not loft laft night. Diffi- 
culties were alfo ftarted about horfes to take us, another way. 
Unable therefore to proceed, we took refrefhment and went to 
bed. 

‘6 We arrived at Briftok between nine and ten the next morn. 
ing; but I was fo ill that I could go no further; I had been cold 
and fhivering ever fince my firit paflage acrofs the Severn, and I 
‘Kad now a violent fore throat and fever with it. All I could do 
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was to fee the witnefles off for London, and to “ee them to the 


¢are of an attorney, who fhould conduét them to the trial.” 


We need not purfue this narrative further, except to in- 
form the reader, what he will be forry to bear, that alter all 
this fatigue of mind and body, they arrived juit too late; 

on the very morning of the day they reached they Old Bailey, 
the mate had been brought to the bar, and no perfon then 
appearing againft him, he had been difcharged by proclama- 
tion. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





Arr. VIII. Seay bag ical hes nr af the Royal Society 
ef Lendon. For 1 ¢ Year 1807. ari ll, 4to. pp. 18}, 
G. and W. Nicol. London. ter ‘ 


PoE contents of this fecond part of the volume of the 

Philofophical Tranlattiions for the year 1807, confiit 
of ten papers, the fubjeéts and merits of which we fhall 
endeavour to point out in the following pages. The nu- 
meration of thole papers is continued from the fix papers of 


the firft part. 
VII. On bbeiicy By WT ‘allafton, M.D, See. R.S. 


The name of fairy-rings has been commonly given to 
certain circular, or nearly circular, {pots of dark-green grals, 
which are often obferved in the fields. Various opinions 
have been offered in explanation of thofe fpots; and, feveral 
years ago, in confe quence ot fome clettrical ex ‘periments ot 
Dr. Pr eiiley, to the effeéts of which thole {pots bore a re- 
fe mabiai ance, they were fuppofed to be produced by flrokes of 
lightning. This opinion, however, was foon fupplanted by 
the tu ppo fition of their being produced by muihrooms, o: 
fungi, confidering that thofe {pots are mofily farrounded by 
that fingular kind of vegetables. | 

Dr. Hutton, 10 the Edinburgh Tranfaciions, ftates feveral 
partic ulars refpetting thofe {pots ; but overlooked their real 

origin. Dr. Withering afenbed them to their true caufe ; 
his oblervaiions, however, are confined to one f{pecies of 
agoric, viz. the 4¢. ercades, ot his arrangement. Dr. Wol- 
lafton’s explanation of the fame will be tound in the tollow- 
ng paragr: aphs. 


“© That,’? he favs, © which arft attra¢ted my notice, was the 
pofition 
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pofition of certain fungi which are always to be found growin 
upon thefe circles, if examined in a proper feafon. In the cafe. 
mufhrooms I found them to be folely at the exterior margin of 
the dark ring of grafs. The breath of the ring in that inilaaiies 
meafured from them towards the centre, was about twelve of 
fourteen inches, while the mufhrooms themfelves covered an ex- 
terior ring about four or five inches broad. , 

** The pofition of thefe mufhrooms led me_ to conjecture that 
progreffive increafe, from a central point, was the probable mode 
of formation of the ring. I was the more inclined to this hypo. 
thefis, when I found that a fecond f{pecies of fungus prefented a §- 
milar arrangement, with refpect to the relative pofition of the ring 
and fungi; for I obferved, that in all inftances the prefent appear- 
ance of fungi was upon the exterior border of a dark ring of grafs. 
I thought it not improbable that the foil, which had once contri- 
buted to the fupport of fungi, might be fo exhaufted of fome pe, 
cujiar pabulum neceflary for their production, as to be rendered 
a of producing a fecond crop of that fingular clafs of ve- 
getables. ‘Lhe fecond year’s crop would confequently appear in 
a finall ring furrounding the original centre of vegetation, and art 
every fucceeding year the defect of nutriment on one fide would 
neceffarily caufe the new roots to extend themfelves folely in the 


oppofite direction, and would occafion the circle of fungi conti-- 


nually to proceed by annual enlargement from the cent#e out. 
wards. An appearance of luxuriance in the grafs would follow 
as a natural confequence, as the foil of an interior circle, would 
always be enriched by the decayed roots of fungi of the preceding 
years growth.” P. 133. 


VIII. Obfervations on the Stru‘ture of the Stomachs of dif- 


ferent Animals, with a View to elucidate the Procefs of convert- 


ing Animal and Vegetable Subfiances into Chyle. By Everard 
Home, E/q. 

The preliminary paragraphs, in which this author flates 
the objeét of his extenfive and valuable paper are as follows : 


“ The obfervations,’’ he fays, ‘‘ on the ftomachs of the por- 
poife, and of ruminating animals contained in two former com. 
munications, led me to believe that the fourth cavity of the re. 
minant’s ftomach, while the animal is alive, is always divided, 
in a greater or lefs degree, into two portions, in one of which is 
included the plicated ftructure, in the other, the villous. In 
fome genera, ‘this divifion is permanent, as in the camel and that 
tribe ; in others only occafional, as in the bullock, deer, theep, 
&c. 

‘* If this opinion fhould be found to be true with refpett to 
animals in general, it will throw eonfiderable light on the proe- 


ceffes carried on in the ftomach, and lead us to conclude, that 
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the food undergoes two changes in it, the one preparatory to the. 
other, and that it is the laft of thefe, which forms the chyle, 

“ With a view to inveftigate fill farther this very interefting 
fubject, I have been led to examine the internal ftru¢ture of the 
ftomachs of different animals. 

‘© In this enquiry it will be found that the fame fubftances are 
digefled by ftomachs varying confiderably from each other, and 
many of thefe varieties can at prefent in no other way be accounted 
for, than by referring them to the general principle, which per. 
vades the flructure of’ animals, making them run into one another 
by a regular feries of minute changes of form, fo as to compofe 
one connected chain, from which we derive the fulleft evidence of 
the power and wifdom of their Creator. 

‘© The flomachs of all ruminating animals have three different 
ftru€tures ; the firit of thefe is cuticular; the fecond has a fecret- 
ing furface, thvewn into tolds, on which are feen the orifices of 
glands ; and the third is fmooth, and more delicate in its tex- 
ture. 

“© In the following account, it will be found that three fimilar 
ftrutures are met with in the ftomachs of quadrupeds which do 
not ruminate, and that the gradation between the molt complex 
and moft fimple ftomach forms an uniformly conneted feries, of 
greater extent than has been hitherto fuppofed.”” P. 139. 


In this examination Mr. H. defcribes fuch flomachs as ap- 

ar to form the principal links in the gradation betweeri ani- 
mals which ruminate, and thofe which are truly carnivo- 
rous; commencing with thofe which are nearefl allied to the 
ruminant. The flomachs, which are defcribed in the courfe 
of the paper, are thofe, |. of the Turkey; ¢. of the Cod- 
Fifth; 3. of the Hare; 4. of the Beaver; 5. of the Dor- 
moule: 6. of the Water-Rat; 7. of the Common Rat; 
8. of the Horfe; 9. of the Afs; 10. of the Kanguroo; 11. 
of the Hog; 12. of the Pecari; 13. of the Elephant; 14. 
of the Mole; 15. of the Stoat; 16. of the Armadillo (with 
nine bands); 17. of the human fpecies; 17*. (by miftake the 
number 7 eccurs twice in the numeration) of the Lynx ; 
18. of the Vampire Bat; 19. of the long-eared Bat ; 20. 
of the Hawk; 2h. of the Cormorant; 22. of the Viper; 
23. of the Turtle; 24. of the Frog; and 25. of the Blue 
Shark. 

Previoufly to the defcription of thofe different ftomachs, 
and in order to avoid ufelefs repetition, this author explains 
the general circumftances ander which they were oblferved ; 
faying, that the real torm of the ftomach mull be obferved foon 
after the death of the animal, ‘and before the mufcles are 
difturbed, in which flate a gende and gradual diftenfion with 
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air fhows both the permanent divifions of its cavity, if there 
be any, in the beft pollible manner, and alfo any occafional 
mufcular contractions, that are employed during life. 

The defcriptions of the abovementioned ftomachs are il- 
luftrated by mine plates, moft exquifitely engraved ; and are 
followed by feventeen pages of general obfervations con- 
cerning, the whole, viz. their conftruétions and their func- 
tions; wherein this author gradually pafles from one fpecies 
to another; fhowing the change ot fituation, and of form, 
which the food undergoes in the different ftomachs, and how 
wifely thofe peculiar flruétures have been adapted to the fize, 
the mode of living, the form, and the fituation of the dif- 
ferent aniinals.. In page 169, we find the following remark 
concerning the correfpondence between the internal firyc- 
tures of the ftomachs and the teeth of animals. 


‘© It is deferving of remark, that the internal ftruéture of the 
ftomachs fitted for digefting vegetable fubitances, correfponds 
much lefs with the kind of teeth, than it has been generally fup. 
pofed to do. The animals with chiffel teeth have no uniformity 
in the ftructure of their ftomachs ; thofe of the beaver and dor- 
moufe being of one kind ; the hare’s and rabbit’s of another; the 
the fquirrel’s of a third, refembling that of the monkey ; the 
guinea pig’s of a fourth, differing from that of the {quirrel, in there 
being a greater difproportion between the thicknefs of the coats 
of the cardiac and pyloric portions; the rat tribe of a fifth, which 
refembles the ftomach of the horfe and afs, animals whofe teeth 
have a very different form, 

‘¢ On the other hand, all the ruminants with horns have, one 
ftruéture of ftomach; all thofe with fighting teeth another, as has 
been obferved in a ‘former paper; alfo all the animals with pro- 
jecting tufks have the Sonchas at the cardia, which appear to be 
peculiar to them, although there is no conneétion we yet know of 
between thefe weapons of defence and the ftomach. 

‘© As the elephant’s grinding teeth are the bett fitted for pre. 
paring vegetable food for digeftion, fo the ftomach in its ftracture 
approaches nearer to thofe of carnivorous animals.’’ 


It is.a curious circumftance that fometimes human beings 
have been known to ruminate, which this author attributes 
to a peculiar mufcular contraétion im certain ftomachs, and 
- page 174 he gives the following inftance of this remarke, 
able tatt. . : 


“© The inftance,’’ he fays, ** to which I allude, is a man tg 
vears of age, blind, and an ideot from his birth, who is now alive. 
He is very ravenous, and they are obliged to reftri¢t him in the 
quantity of his food, fince, if he eats too much, it diforders his’ 

9 ee bowels.’ 
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bowels. Fluid food does not remain on his ftomach, but comes 
up again. He {wallows his dinner, which confifts of a pound and 
a half of meat and vegetables, in two minutes, and in about a 
quarter of anhour he begins to chew the cud. I was once prefent 
on this occafion. ‘The morfel is brought up from the ftomach 
with apparently a very flight effort, and the mufcles of the throat 
are feen in action when it comes into. the mouth ; he chews it 
three or four times, and {wallows it; there is then a paufe, and 
another morfel is brought up. This procefs is continued for half 
an hour, and he appears to be more quiet at that time chan at any 
other. Whether the regurgitation of the food is voluntary or 
involuntary, cannot be afcertained, the man being too deffcient in 
underftanding to give any information on the fubjeét.”’ 


IX. Experiments for invefligating the Caufe of the coloured 
concentric Ring, difcovered by Sir Ifaac Newton, between twe 
Objeét-Glaffes laid upon one ‘another. By William Herfchel, 
LL.D. 


Sir Ifaac Newton obferved a variety of coloured borders, 
or coloured rmgs, between the conuguous furtaces of giaffes 
that are laid upon each other, and efpecially whew a little 
prefled. He made feveral experiments concerning them, 
with a view of afcertaining their real caufe; he acknow- 
ledged the difficulty of the invetligation, and, tor want of a 
better theory, he attributed their formation to certain fits of 
eafy reflection, and of eafy tranfmiffion. Since Newton’s 
time, thofe coloured rings have often been examined, and 
feveral explanations have been offered; but not fufficiently 
fatistalory. Laftly Dr. Herfchel took the fubject in hand, 
and the account of his experimental inveftigation forms the 
prefent extenfive paper, which is divided into 3+ f{eétions, 
under the following denominations: I. Of different methods 
to make one fet of Rings vifible. Il. Of feeing Rings by 
Tran{miflion. Ill. Of Shadows. IV. Of two fets of 
Rings. V. Of three fets of Rings. VI. Of four fets of 
=e VII. Of the Size of the Rings. VIII. Of Con- 

a&t. IX. Of meafuring Rings. X. Of the Number of 
Rings: XI. Of the Effeé of Preffure on the Colour of the 
Rings. XII. Of diluting and concentrating the Colours. 
XIII. Ot the Order of the Colours. XIV. OF the alter- 
nate Colour aad Size of the Rings belonging to the primary 
and dependent Sets. XV. Of the fudden Change of the 
Size and Colour of the Rings in different Sets. . XVI. Of 
the Courfe of the Rays by which different Sets of Rings are 
feen. XVII. Why two conneéted Sets of Rings are of al- 
ternate Colours. XVII. Of the Caufe of the fudden 
Change of Colours. XIX, OF the Place where the differ- 
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ent Sets of Rings to be feen. XX. Of the Conneftion be 
tween different Sets of Rings:.. XXI. To account for thé 
Appearatice of feveral Sets of Rings with the fame coloured 
Centers. XXII. Of the refleéting Surfaces. XXIII. Of 
the tranfmitting Surfaces. XXIV. OF the Action of the 
firft Surface. XXV. Of the Aétion of the fecond Sur- 
lace. XXVI. Of the Aion of the third Surface. XXVII. 
The colour of the refleéting and tranfmitting Surfaces is of 
no Confequence. XXVIII. Of the Action of the fourth 
Surface. XMXIX. Confiderations that relate to the Caufe of 
the Formation of concentric Rings. XXX. Concentric 
Rings cannot be formed by an alternate Refleétion and 
Tranfmiffion of the Rays of Light. XXXI. Alternate Fits 
of eafy Refle&ion and eafy Tranfmiffion, if they exift, do 
not exert themfelves according to various Thicknefles of 
thin Plates of Air. XXXII. Alternate Fits of eafy Re- 
{leGtion and eafy Tranfmiflion, if they exift, do not exerg 
themfelves according to various Thickuelles of thin Piates 
of Glafs. XMXXIII. Coloured Rings may be completely 
formed without the Afliftance of any thin Plates; either of 
Glafs or of Air. XXXIV. Conclufion. 
Previoufly to thofe fe€tions Dr. H. lays, 


*© The great beauty of the coloured rings, and the pleafing ap. 
pearances arifing from the different degrees of preffure of the two 
turfaces of the glaffes againft each other when they are formed, 
and efpecially the importance of the fubject, have often excited 
my defire of enquiring farther into the caufe of fuch interefting 
phenomena ; and witha view to examine them properly, I ob. 
tained, in the year 1792, the two object glaffes of Huycens, in 
the poffeffion of the Royal Society, one of 122, the orher of 170 
‘eet focal length, and began a feries of experiments with them, 
which, though many times interrupted by aitronomical purfuits, 
has often been taken up again, and has lately been carried to a 
very confiderable extent. The conclufions that may be drawn 
from them, though they may not perfectly account for all the 
phenomena of the rings, are yet fufficiently well fupported, and 
of fuch a nature as to point out feveral modifications of light that 
have been totally overlooked, and others that have never been 
properly difcfiminated. It will, therefore, be the aim of this 
paper to arrange and diftinguifh the various modifications of light 
in a clear and perfpicuous order, and afterwards to give my fenti- 
ments upon the canfe of the formation of the concentric rings. 
The avowed intricacy of the fubject *, however, requires, in the 


firit place, a minute detail of experiments, and afterwards a very 
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gradual developement of the confequences to be deduced from 
them.’’ P. 181. 


Inthe conclufion Dr. H. fays, 


** Te will hardly be neceffary to fay, that all the theory relat. 
ing to the fize of the parts of natural bodies and their interftices, 
which Sir 1. Newtown has founded upon the exiftence of fits of 
eafy reflection and eaty tranfmiflion, exerted differently, according 
to the different thicknefs of the thin plates of which he fuppofes the 
parts of natural bodies to confift, will remain unfupperted ; for 
if the above mentioned fits have no exiftence, the whole founda. 
tion on which the theory of the fize of fuch parts is placed, will 
he taken away, and we fhall confequently have to look out for a 
more firm bafis on which a fimilar edifice may be placed. That 
there is fuch a one we cannot doubt, and what 1 have already 
faid will lead as to lock for it in the modifying power which the 
two furfaces, that have been proved to be effential to the forma. 
tion of rings, exert upon the rays of light. ‘The Second Part of 
this Paper, therefore, will enter into an examination of the vari- 
ous modifications that light receives in its approach to, entrance 
into, or paflage by, differently difpofed circumftanees of bodies ; 
in order to difcover, if peflible, which of them may be the imme. 
diate caufe of the coloured rings that are formed between glafles.”” 
P. 232. 


From the above paffage our readers will eafily perceive, 
that Dr. Herfchel’s experimental inveftigation of this re- 
markable phenomenon of the coloured rings, has by no 

reans attained the defired objeét; yet it has paved the way to 
further refearches, which may ultimately difcoverthe true caule 
of the ph@nomenon. Of the numerous feétions into which 
this paper is divided, it would be impracticable to give a re- 
gular and perfpicuous abridgmem ; we mult theretore refer 
the reader to the original paper, which is accompanied with 
one plate of diagrams for the illuflration of certain parts 
of it. 


X. On the Ecenemy of Bees. “By Tho A. Knight, Efp. 


Mr. Knight, whofe various and interefting accounts of ex- 
periments and oblervations upon trees, have oiten been inferted 
m the volumes ot the Piul. Tranf. has, in the courfe of his 
experimental refearches, had frequent opportunities of ob- 
ferving the peculiar economy of bees, which naturally en- 
gaged his attention, and enabled him to afcertain feveral pe- 
culiarities refpe€ting that wonderful infeét, which feem to 
have efcaped the notice of other writers; and which form 
the fubjett of the prefent paper. 

Mr. Knight's frit obfervations tend to prove, that, con- 
trary to the opinion commonly entertained, a tricndly inter@ 
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courfe often takes place between different colonies of bees 
and that this is produ€tive of very important confequences in 
their political economy. In fupport of this affertion, Mr. 
K. relates two cafes of a friendly intercourfé between two 
hives of bees, which fell under his obfervation ; both which, 
however, ended in a violent rupture and a defperate fight. 
To thofe accounts Mr, K. fubjoins the following remarks. 


“ Thave,”’ he fays, ‘ fome reafon to believe that the kind 
of intercourfe I have deferibed, which L have often feen, and 
which is by. no means uncommon, not unfrequently ends ina 
junction of the two {warms ; for one inftance came under my ob. 
fervation, many years ago, in which the labouring bees, under 
circumftances perfeétly fimilar to thofe I have defcribed, wholly 
difappeared, leaving the drones in peaceable pofleffion of the Inve, 
but wichout any thing to live upon. 1 have alfo reafons for be- 
lieving, that whenever a junction of two fwarms, with their pro- 
perty, is agreed upon, that which propefes to remove, immedi- 
ately, er foon afterwards, unites with the other fwarm, and re- 
turns to the deferted hive during the day only to carry off the 
honey : for having examined at night a hive from which I fuf- 
pected the bees to be migrating, 1 found it without a fingle in, 
habitant. I was led to make the examination by information I 
had reeeived from a very accurate obferver, that all the bees 
would then be abfent. A very confiderable quantity of honey 
was in this inftance left in the hive without any guards to defend 
it: but I conclude that the bees would have returned for it, had 
it remained till the next day. Whenever the bees quit their ha- 
bitation, in this way, I have always obferved fome fighting to 
take place ; but I conceived it to be between the bees of the ad. 
joining hives, and thofe which were removing ; the former being 
attracted by the fcent of the honey, which the latter were earry. 
ing off.””  P. 236. 


The next obfervations tend to prove that when a fwarm of 
bees intends to fettle into a new hive, they firfl fend a few of 
their party to fearch, to explore, and, for fome time, to keep 

offeflion of a new habitation, and that when thefe few have 
found every thing proper and fit for the reception of the 
fwarm, they give the neceflary. information, and the whole 
{warm proceeds to. occupy the eee Upon the mode of 
commumicating this intelligence, Mr. K. makes the following 


obfervations. 


“© Brutes,’’ he fays, ‘* have evidently language; but it isa 
language of paffion only, ‘and not of ideas. They exprefs to 
each other fentiments of love, of fear, and of anger; but they ap. 
ne to be wholly incapable of tranfmitting to each other any 


deas they have received from the impreflion of external objects, 
98 2 They 
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They convey to other animals of their fpecies, on the approacfr 
of an enemy, a fentiment ef danger; but they appear wholly in- 
capable of communicating what the enemy is, or the kind ef dan. 
ger apprehended. A language of more extenfive ufe feems, from 
the preceding circumftances, to have been given to bees ; and if it 
be not, in fome degree, a language of ideas, it appears to be fome- 
thing very fimilar.”’” P. 239. 


Further on, this author flates feveral falls, which feem 
to indicate, that animals, by leng refidence, or by other long 
continued cufloms, acquire peculiar habits, which are, in 
great meafure, even tran{mitted to their progeny. 


“¢ Thefe propenfities,’’ he fays, © or modifications of the natu. 
ral inftin€tive powers of animals, are capable of endlefs variation 
and change ; and hence their habits foon become adapted to dif- 
ferent countries and different ftates of domeftication, the acquired 
habits of the parents being transferred hereditarily to the off. 
fpring. Bees, like other animals, are probably fufceptible of 
thefe changes of habit, and thence, when accuftomed through 
inany generations to the hive, ina country which docs not afford 
hollow trees, or other habitations adapted to their purpofe, they 
may become more dependent on man, and rely on his care wholly 
for an habitation ; but in -fituations where the cavitics of trees 
prefent to them the means of providing for themfelves, I have 
found that they will difcover fuch trees in the clofeft receffes of 
the woods, and at an extraordinary diftance from their hives ; 
and that they will keep pofleffion of fuch cavities in the manner ] 
have ftated : and | am contident that, under fuch circumftances, 
a {warm never iffues from the parent hive, without having previ- 
@uily felected fome fuch place to retire to.’? P. 241. 


The latter part of the paper contains fome obfervations re- 
hative to the patient, and the irritable chara¢ter of bees, un- 
der different circumftances. Other faéts are likewile re- 
lated, which indicate that befides the farina of plants, the 
bees do alfo occafionally carry away fome other materials, 
attached to their thighs. 


XI. Obfervations and Meafurements of the Planet Vefia. 
By Mr. John Jerome Schreeter. 


This author's obfervations in the prefent paper, relate to 
the peculiar brilliancy, and to the apparent fize, of the newly 
difcovered planet Vefta. When thown through a 15 feet 
reflector, with maguil ying powers of 150, and’ 300, this pla- 
ret appeared as a mere point with an intenfe radiating light, 


: 


exactly like a fixed {tar of the Cth magnitude. On the night 
of the 26th of April 1807, Mr: S. fucceeded in effeéting the 
mreafurement of Vefta, by emploving che fame telelcope, and 
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fue fame magnifying power, with which he had meafured 
Ceres, Pallas, and Juno; namely, a 18 feet refle&tor, and a 
magnifying power of 288. From his meafurement and ob ‘or- 
vations, ‘* it follows,” he fays, “‘ that the apparent diameter 
ef the planet V efta is only 0,458 feconds, and confequently 
only half of what I have found to be the apparent diameter 
of the fourth fatellite of Saturn.” 


XII. A new Eudiometer, accompanied with Experiments, 
elucidating its Application. By William Hajfledine Pepys, E/7. 
In the firft place this author briefly flates the importance 
amettical obfervations, efpecially in the pre- 
fent advanced ftate of chemical know ledge. He gives a 
fhort hiftory of the principal obfervations -that have been 
made on this fubjett, from the time of Hales, io the prefent 
day ;_ particularly of the various methous that have been 
praéticed for determining the purity of air; and«hen fays, 


“* Having had occalion to repeat many of te experiments of 
others, and to make fome new ones, I foon found whar every one 
who has been engaged on the fame fubject, muft have experience d; 
that an apparatus more commodious than has ye: been propofed, 
and at the fame time capable of giving correct refults, with the 
greateft minutenefs, was ftill a defideratum in eudiometry.”’ 


The defcription of the new eudiometer follows the above 
paflage, and the different parts of the apparatus are delineated 
on an adjoining a plate engraving ; the want of which 
prevents the poffibility of our giving any intelligible esr 3 
tion of its conftruétion. 

In the latter part of the paper Mr. P. fhows how his eindio- 
meter may be applied to the analy fis of mixed gafes ; aud tor 
this purpofe he points out various materials, which, when 
placed in contaét wath certain mixed gales, will abserb one 
or fome of them, and will leave the reft. Woah chs he in- 
termixes feveral ufeful practical inflruétions. 


XII. Odbfervations on the Nature of the new ae a! p. 
difcovered by Dr. Gibers, and of the Comet whiek we 


appear laft January in its Return from the Sun. 
chel, LL.D. 


Dr. Herfchel’s obfervations refpefti « ’ 
Vella reach from April 1807, to the 24 

He defcribes its appearances, as. fec 

copes, and with different mag fare 

tion relative to the furroundin 

the latter circumitance only, iso ‘ 

ing a planet, or, according to hi 

tion, an afleroid; tor he cou! 

even with a magnitying pow 
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“* Its apparent difk,’’ he fays, “* with a magnifier of 460, is 
about 5, or 6-tenths of a fecond ; but this is evidently a {purious 
appearance, becaufe higher powers deftroy the proportion it bears 
to a real difk when equally magnified.’’ 


When viewed through a 20 feet refleftor with an aperture 
of 18? inches, which collects a great quantity of light, this 
afteroid appeared entirely free from all nebulous or atmof- 
pheric appearances. 


The refult,’’? Dr. H. fays, ‘* of thefe cbfervations is, that 
we now are in poffeffion of a formerly unknown foecies of celef- 
tial bodies, which by their fmalinefs and confiderable deviation 
from the path in which the planets move, are in no danger of 
difturbing, or being difturbed by them ; and the great fuczefs 
that has already attended the purfuits of the celebrated difco- 
verers of Ceres, Pallas, Juno, and Vefta, will induce us to hope 
that fome further light may foon be thrown upon this new and 
moft interefting branch of aftronomy.’’ P, 264. 


The fecond part of this paper contains a few obfervations 
on the expeéted comet ; which, after having defcended ta 
the fun, was expeéted to make its re-appearance on Its return 
from the perihelion, The comet was accordingly feen again 
in January 1807; and the principal obfervations made upon 
it by Dr. Herfchel, are as tollows. 


‘ There will be no occafion for my giving a more particular 
account of its place, than that it was very near the electrometer 
of the conftellation, which in Mr. Bope’s maps is called machina 
eleGrica ; the only intention I had in looking for it, being to 
make a few obfervations upon its phyfical condition. 

February 1. The comet had moved but very little from 
the place where it was laft night ; and as the air was pretty clear, 
I ufed a 10-feet reflector with a low power to examine it. There 
was no vifible nucleus, nor did the light which is called the coma 
increafe fuddenly towards the centre, but was of an irregular 
round form, and with this low power extended to about 5, 6, er 
7 minutes in diameter. When I magnified 169 times it was con. 
fiderably reduced in fize, which plainly indicated that a farther 
increafe of magnifying power would be of no fervice for difcover. 
ing a nucleus. On account of cloudy weather 1 never had an 
opportunity of feeing the comet afterwards. 

“€€ When I compare thefe obfervations with my former ones of 
1¢ other telefcopic comets, I find that out of the 16 which I have 
examined, 14 have been without any vifible folid body in their 
centre, and that the other two had a very ill defined fmall cen. 
tral light, which might perhaps be called a nucleus, bat did not 
deierve the name of a difk.’’ P, 265. 
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This paper is accompanied with one plate exhibiting the 
fituation of Velta relatively to a few neighbouring fixed 
{tars, as-it appeared on four different nights. : 


XIV. On the Quantity of Carbon in carbonic Acid, and on 
the Nature of the Diamond. By IV. Alien, Efg. and W. U1. 
Pepys, E/q. 

Thefe gentlemen, finding a confiderable difference between 
the ftatements of different experimenters, refpeéting the pro- 
portion of carbon and oxygen in carbonic acid gas, endea- 
voured to afcertain the truth of the matter by means of more 
conclufive experiments. 


‘© Our object’? they fay, * was, to confume certain known 
quantities of diamond and other carbonaceous fubftances in oxy, 
gene gas, and we at firft determined to employ the fun’s rays, by 
means of a powerful lens ; but confidering the uncertainty of a 
favourable opportunity in this country, and at the feafon in which 
our experiments were made, we refolved to employ the apparatus 
reprefented by the drawing.’’ P. 263. 


Without the plate, which accompanies the paper, the con+ 
ftruction of the apparatus cannot be intelligibly deferibed, 
The firft pages of the paper deferibe the preliminary experi- 
ments, or the methods which they ufed for preparing, and for 
determining the purity of, the ingredients ; namely, the oxy- 
gene gas, the charcoal, and the carbomic acid, which were to be 
ufed in the experimental inveftigition. After this, the expe- 
riments for determining the proportion of carbon in carbonic 
acid gas, are defcribed, with all the neceflary computations, 
fucceflively and at large. ‘lhe firft experiment was made 
with the charcoal of box wood; the next with diamonds ; 
then with ftone coal; with plumbago: and laftly with anis 
mal charcoals. The colleétive refults of all thofe experi. 
ments, are contained in the following lines. And it appears, 


«* ft, That the eftimate given by Lavoisier, of 28 parts of 
carbon in every too parts of carbonic acid, is very nearly cor. 
rect ; the mean of our experiments makes it 28,60. ' 

“« 2dly. That the diamond is pure carbon; for had it con- 
tained any notable proportion of hydrogene, it muft have been 
difcovered, either by detonating with the oxygene, as in the cafe 
of animal charcoal, or by diminifhing the quantity of exygene 

aS. : 

« gdly. That well burnt charcoal contains no fenfible quantity 
of hydrogene ; but if expofed to the air for a few hours it ab. 
forbs moifture, which renders the refults uncertain. 

« gthly. That charcoal can no longer be confidered as an 


exide of carbon, becaule, wher properly prepared, it requires quite 
S84 a 
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as much oxygene for its combuftion as the diamond. This is 
alfo the cafe with ftone coal and plumbago. 

«* sthiy. It appears that diamond and all carbonaceous fub- 
Rances (as far as our prefe t methods of analyfis are capable of 
demonitrating their nature) differ principally from each other in 
the ftate of aggregation of their particles. BertHouet has well 
remarked, that in proportion as ‘this is ftronger, decompofition is 
more difficult: and hence the variety of temperatures required 
for the combuftion of different inflaminable fabflances.*” 


XV. An Account of the Reliflian Tin Mine. By Mr. Jofeph 


Carne. 


This fhort defeription fhows the relative fituations of the 


materials of the mine, by references to an adjoining delinea- 
tion. 


‘¢ The Reliftian mine,’’ this author fays, ‘* is nearly on a le. 
vel with the furrounding country. The lodg has been feen at the 


depth of 12, 25, 50, 65, 75, 81, and go fathoms from the furface, 
It is of different width in different parts: the extreme width is 
36 feet, and in this part it is principally worked. As it extends 
eaft and weft (which is its due Oe its width gradually dimi. 
nifhes, till at the diftance of 100 fathoms eaft it is but 5 feet 
wide. It is compofed (excepting the metallic fubftances) of fhift, 
chlorite, and quartz. In fome parts the fhift predominates, and 
in others the chlorite ; the quartz is throughout the fmalleft com. 
ponent part.’’ P. 29 3. 


The firft three feet of the lode confifled of copper pyrites ; 
after which there was difcovered a body af pebbles, nearly 
12 feet {quare. In this part of the lode the hit greatly pre- 
dominated ; of courle the pebbles generally confifted of 
fhift, cemented in fome parts by chlorite, in others by oxyde 
of tin, which was ge nerally cry ftallized, and in fome of the 
crevices there was a little copper pyrites, It is fingular that 
about ten pebbles were found quite different from the others, 
They confilled of tin in quartz, coated with chlorite, 


XV. And nalsfis of the Waters | of the Dead Sea and the Ri- 


wer Jordan. By Alexander Marcet, M.D. 


The fituation of the Lake Afphaltite,* otherwife called the 
Dead Sea, {on account of the intenfe faltnefs of its water, 
which does not allow any animal or vegetable to live in it) 
is fituated in the fouthern part of Syria near Jerufalem. A 
finall phi: \ full of its water was brought to London by Mr. 
Gordon of Clunie, who alfo brought another phial full of 
the water of the tamous river Jordan, which runs into the 
{x ad Sea. And it is upon thofe fcanty fpecimeng that the 
prefent analytical experiments were indtituted. 
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This paper is divided into fix fe&tions, the firt of which 
defcribes the general properties of the water of the Dead 
Sea, which are, 


«* 1. Its high fpecific gravity, viz. 1,223. 2. The water of 
the Dead Sea is perteétly tranfparent, and does not depofite on 
ftanding in clofe veffels. 3. Its tatte is peculiarly bitter, {aline, 
and pungen. 4. Solutions of filver produce from it a very ¢o- 
pious precipitate, fhowing the prefence of marine acid. 5. Oxa- 
Jic acid initantly difcovers lime in the water. 6. The lime be- 
ing fzparated, both cauftic and carbonated alkalies readily throw 
down a magnefian precipitate. 7. Solutions of barytes produce 
a cloud, thowing the exiitence of fulphuric acid. 8. No alumine 
can be difcovered in the water by the delicate teft of fuccinic acid 
combined wcshammonia. g. Afmall quantity of pulverifed fea 
fait being added to a tew drops of the water, cold and undiluted, 
the falt was readily diffolved with the affiftance of gentle tritura. 
tion, fhowing that the Dead Sea is not faturated with common 
fait. to. None of the coloured infufions commonly ufed to afp 
certain the prevalence of an acid or an alkali, fuch as litmus, vig- 
let, and turmeric, were in the leaft altered by the water.’’ P, 299% 


The fegond feétion contains the account of preliminary 
experiments to afcertain the compofition of the falts con- 
cerned inthis analyfis ; for, as 1t appeared that the water in 
queftion contained muriat of lime, murtat of magnefia, fele- 
nite, and common falt, Dr. M., in the firft place, endea- 
voured to afcertain the proportion of the ingredients, which 
formed thofe faline matters. 

The third fe&tion contains comparative analyfes of artifi- 
cial folutions ; viz. artificial impregnations of water with fa- 
line matters, in imitation of the waters ot the Dead Sea. 

The fourth feétion, after all the abovementioned prelimi- 
nary trials, contains the analyfis of the Dead Sea water ; the 
refult of which is, that 100 grains of the water (the falts be- 
ing fuppofed to have been heated to rednefs,) contain 





Muriat of lime 3.792 grains 
Muriat of. Magnefia 10,100 
Muriat of Soda 10,676 
Sulphat of Lime 0,054 
24,622 


The fifth fe&tion contains a fecond analyfis of the Dead 
Sea water, by a method fomewhat different trom the former. 
And the refult of this fecond analyfis comes remarkably near 
to the preceding. 100 grains of the water, by this fecond 


analy fis, were found to contaig 
Musiat 









































618 = Philofophical Tranfadtions for 1807. Part I, 





Muriat of Lime 3,920 gtains 
Muriat of Magnefia 10,246 
Muriat of Soda 10,360 
Sulphat of Lime 0,054 
24,580 


The fixth feétion contains an analyfis of the water of the 
River Jordan ; the reiult of which is as follows, 


‘© 1, The fame chemical reagents, as were ufed to afcertain 
the general properties of the Dead Sea water, being applied to 
this, produced analogous effects. The fame three muriats and 
even the veftige of felenite, were diftin@ly difcovered: and this 
refemblance became more ftriking in proportion as the water was 
concentrated by evaporation. 

‘69, soograins of this water being evaporated at about 200°, 
the dry refidue weighed exa&ly 0,8 grains. This makes the fo- 
lid ingredients amount only to 1, 6 gtains in 1000 grains of the 

water, 4 fingular contraft w ith the Dead Sea, which contains nearly 
300 times that proportion of faline matter. As the water was 
concentrating, a few white particles were perceived on its furface, 
and a few others gradually fubfided. When dried, the refidue 
apy peared in the form of a white incraftation, the upper edge of 
which exhibited great numbers of very minute cryftals, which 
from their faline tafte, and their cubic fhape difcoverable by the 
aid of a microfcope, were evidently common falt. 

«© 3, Diftilled water being thrown on this refidue, a minute 
portion of it remained undiffolved, and on pouring an acid on 
this fubftance, a diftinct effer vefcence was produced, fhowing the 
prefence of carbonat of lime. 

‘© 4, From the clear fluid a precipitate was obtained by oxa. 
lat of ammonia, which, dricd but not calcined, weighed 0,12 
grains. 

«© 5, From the remaining clear folution a magnefian precipi. 
tate was produced by ammonia and phofphoric acid, which, after 
driving of the ammonia by heat, weighed 0,18 grains. 

“ ©. The folution had fuffered too many alterations to allow 
me to feparate, with any degree of accuracy, the muriat of foda ; 
but from a variety of circumftances, I thought it not unlikely 
that it would have been found pretty nearly in the fame pro- 
portions, with refpe& to the other falts, as it exifts in the Dead 
Sea. 

«« The inference I drew from this was, that the River Jordan 
might poflibly be the fource of the faline ingredients of the Dead 
Sea, or at leaft that the fame fource of impregnation might be 
common to both. This inquiry, however, would require a much 
more correét knowledge both of the proportions of the falts, and 
ef local circumflances, than J have been able to obtain.”’ P. 3139. 
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The above ten papers are followed by a lift of the prefents 
made to the Royal Society trom November 1806, to June 
1807. And an alphabetical index for the whole volume.of 
the Philofophical Tranfactions for the year 1807. 





Art. IX. <An Account of the Life and Writings of THuch 
Blair, D. D. F. R.8.E. one of the Minifters of the High 
Church, and Profeffor of Rhetorte and Belles Lettres in the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh. By the late John Hill, LL.D, fe. 
vc. Svo. Gs. Edinb, 1807. 


T was the lot of Dr. Blair to attain, during his life-time, a 
more than ordinary fhare of popularity as a preacher, not 
on account of the graces or anmnation of his delivery, but, 
becaufe of the elegance and correétnefs with which his, 
fermons were cempoted, His church was frequented by the 
moft polifhed and well informed inhabitants of the city, in. 
which he exercifed his minifiry; who came to be gratified 
and inftruéted by the genuine precepts of found piety and 
morality, fet forth with logical precifion, and enforced by 
a pure and animated eloquence. and when. his fermons 
were committed to the prefs, they were perufed with an avi- 
dity, and received a degree of applaufe, which has been by 
much too feldom beftowed, even upon the moft meritorious 
examples of this kind of compofition. 

Dr. Blair was alfo eminent in his day as a judicious critic. 
His differtation on the authenticity of the poems afcribed to 
Ojfian, excited no ordinary degree of attention at the time of 
its publication; and was allowed, even by thofe who withheld 
their confent from the conclufions, to be the produétion of 
an ingenious and liberal mind. As a le€turer on Rhetoric and 
Belles. Lettres, when le€tures on that fubjeét were but rare, 
he was in a high degree fuccefsful; and his printed produc- 
tions have attained arefpeftable rank among the ftandard pro- 
duétions on criticilm. On all thefe accounts we willingly 
allow that his memory has a claim to exercife the telents of a 
literary biographer; and that he deferves to be enroiled 
among thofe men of letters, of whofe lives, characters, and 
attainments, pofterity has a natural defjre to be informed. 

Dr. Hull, t 
Edinburgh Univerfity, might be reafonably fuppofed, from 
congeniality of purfuit, and familiarity of intercourfe, to - 
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20 Firll’s Life of Dr. Hugh Blair. 
well qualified for fulfilling the tafk of the biographer of 


Blair. He intimates alfo, that he aflumed this tafk in con- 
fequence of an earncit requeft, but whether of Blair him- 
felf, or of a furviving and intimate friend, is fomewhat 
doubtful, from the ambiguous pofition of the relative Ais 
in the following fentence: ** His biographer laments the lofs 
of fuch valuable materials ; and while he feels the honour of 
having been requelted by bis moft intimate friend to tranfmit 
Ais name to polterity, he wifhes this laft duty had fallen upog 
one better qualified to difcharge it.’ “P. 3. We cop- 
ceive, however, that it was Dr. B. himfelf. The materials 
ot which Dr. Hill here deplores the want, are the letters 
between Dr. Blair and his literary friends, none of which 
that gentleman permitted to furvive him, except the corref- 
pondence refpedting Ojlian’s poems; being of opinion, not 
without reafon, that in compoling the lives of eminent men, 
an improper ufe had fometimes been made of the letters ad- 
drefled to them; and not thinking it fair to turn fuch letters to 
a purpofe of which thofe who wrote them were not aware. 

The lite of Dr. Blair feems to have been unufually barren 
of incident, even forthe life of a clergyman and man of 
letters; at leaft the pages of this biographic al memoir are 
enlivened by an uncommonly fmal] portion of characteriflic 
anecdotes or interefting events. Dr. Hill’s volume is, In 
fact, rether a critical analyfis of the writings of Dr. Blair, 
than a detail of the incidents of his life. But for this he has 
to plead the nature of his fubj ie&; and the want of a diver- 
fity of materials. 

‘Dr. Blair was a lineal defcendant of the ancient and re- 
fpeétable family of Blair, of Blair, in the weft of Scotland, 
Amo ig his progenitors were feveral individuals reipeétable 
for their talents, who figured i in their day in the various 
hberal profeffions. Or thefe, one of the moft prominent 
was his gre at-gra andtather, Robert Blair, a zealous prefb yterian 
divine, and an a€itve partizan among the covenanters. After 
various viciflitudes of tortune, common in the turbulent 
period in which he lived, this gentleman officiated as a chap- 
fain in the Scottifh army, at the time of the battle of Mar- 
ffonemoor. When the unfortunate Charles put himfelf 
under the protection of the Scots, Mr. Blair was deputed. 
with other commifhoners, to meet the King at Newcaftle, and 
exerted his eloquence, though in vain, to make a convert of 
his majeily to preibyterian government, and .the obfervance 
of the covenant: He was afterwards appointed to wait 
upon Cromwell at Ed: inburgh, with two other clergymen, to 
requeft che influence of the protettor in promoting unifor- 
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mity between the churches of England and Scotland. Du- 
ring the interview, he had the penetration to fee through the 
hypocritical pretences of Cromwell; and the boldnefs after. 
wards to declare his opinion, that this celebrated perfonage 
was no other than ** an egregious diflembler, and a great liar.’ 
He {tood fo high in the opinion of the unfortunate Charles, 
that the monarch, during the time of his trial, exprefled a 
{trong defire to converfe with Mr. Blair, who happened then 
to be in London. This requeft however was retufed by his 
perfecutors. The tyranny of the Proteétor ftrongly excited 
the indignatian of this high-fpirited gentleman, who ended 
his life in a retired fituation in Scotland, in his feventy-third 
year. 

Dr. Hugh Blair, the fubje& of the prefent memoir, was 
the fon of amerchant and magiftrate of Edinburgh, at which 
city he begun and finifhed his education. Before quitting 
the Univerfity, he gave evidence of the future bent of his 
genius by an effay, or academical exercife, on the fubjeét of 
the Beautiful, or wegs ts xad», which received the moft flat- 
tering marks of his proteflor’s approbation ; who confidered 
it as a performance that did credit to himfelf, as well as his 
pupil; and ordered it to be read publicly at the end of the 
feflion during which it was compofed. After {pending eleven 
years at the Univerlity, in the ftudy of literature, philofophy, 
and divinity, Mr. Blair became a preacher of the Gotpel ; 
and in confequence of the celebrity which he foon acquired 
in this capacity, was prefented by the Earl ot Leven tothe 
living of Colefiie, in Fitethire. 

He did not remain long in this fituation of comparative 
ebfcurity, but was foon tranilated to a vacant church in 
Edinburgh; where, in procefs of time, he received different 
promotions, and was at length advanced to the miniftry of 
the high church, the mofl honourable ecclefiaftical fiuation 
in Scotland. 


‘© When a Scottifh clergyman reaches the ftation laft men. 
tioned, the career of his profeflional ambition is underftood to be 
ever, It is then his province to preach before the judges of the 
land, and to inftruct the moft learned and refpeftable audience 
which his country can prefent. Mr. Blair’s talents for pulpit elo- 
quence could now difplay themfelves to advantage. Every thing 
tended to fire that laudable ambition, which even in him gave con- 
fidence to modefty, and which led him on to that eminence which 
he fo juftly deferved. 

«© ‘The terms of the a@ of counci!, upon which he was tranf. 
lated by the Prefbytery of Edinburgh to the -high church, are 
honourable to the prefentee, It is recorded, that this meafure 
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was adopted, * becaufe the council had it fully afcertained, that 
his tranflation would be highly acceptable to perfons of the mot 
diftinguifhed character and eminent rank in this country, who 
had their feats in the faid church.’ Had he been of a political and 
ah ambitious difpofition, we thould have given him credit for 
his fagacity, and for his ikill inintrigue. His innate modeity we 
fhould have conftrued into refined addrefs, and have applauded 
that wifdem, which made him forbear to folicit the attention of 
the world, till he could for certain command its refpeét. Few 
men, however, were ever lefs difpofed to force themfelves upon 
the notice of the public, When its honours e¢ame upon 
him, he felt their value; but, had thefe been withheld, a mind 
happily fupertor to jealoufy and arrogance would have armed 
him againft the pain of difcontent. His friends were accordingly 
more active than himfelf in devifing plans for bringing him into 
notice.”’ P. zo. 


Soon after this, the town-council of Edinburgh inftituted 
a proteflorfhip of rhetoric in the Univerfity, and appointed 
Dr. Blair to fill the ofhce, who had already evinced his 
fitnefs for ts datics, by voluntarily delivering a fetot leQures 
on criticifm during the preceding winter. Two years after- 
wards, his majefty was pleafed to erett this profeflorfhip into 
a roval endowment, to which Dr. Blair was nominated, with 
a falary of 70!. a year. In the difcharge of this new dutv, 
Dr. Blair acquitted himfelf greatly to the fatisfaQion of his 
hearers; and was {carcely lefs popular as a lecturer than as a 
preacher, 

Blair, however, was not the firft perfon who read le€tures 
upon rketoric in Edinburgh, Dr. Smith, the celebrated 
author of the Wealth of Nations, leétured upon that fubjeét 
in Edinburgh before he was appointed profeffor of logie in 
the Univerfity of Glafgow ; and is fuppofed to have exhi- 
bited in this branch of fcience the fame originality of thought 
that diftinguifhed his refearches in more difhcult departments. 
Blair had accefs to the lettures of Smith, and is fuppofed to 
have made a free ule of their contents, of which, indeed, 
he was candid enough to make an acknowledgment. The 
Elements of Criticifm too, by Lord Kames, were publifhed 
before Blair was nominated regius protefflor of rhetoric; fo 
that he had to commence his public and more con{picuous 
courfe with very confiderable advantages. 

We have no opportunity of judging what the leétures of 
Blait were, but by the printed tran{cript of them which he 

ublifhed in 1783, upon his retiring from the duties of a 
profeffor, after having difcharged them for more than twenty 
years. Inthis work there is certainly le!s of originality and 
of 
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of depth, than might have been reafonably expefed from a 
perfon poffeffed of Blair's advantages and fuppofed endow 
ments. Itisindeed ftated to have been his intention to com.. 
pofe leGures that fhould be more diftinguithed for their utility 
than for their ingenuity or profoundnels; and if fuch wag 
his refolution, we are of opinion that he has fully accom- 

lifhed it; and perhaps aéted very wifely, in Burd he thofe 
abftrufe ‘refearches, into the grounds of our approbation 
or difapprobation of the objeéts of tafte, which often rett 
upon a very fanciful bafis; and to which he did not conceive 
his powers to be exaétly adapted. 

Dr. Hill prefents us with a copious analyfis and com- 
mentary upon the le€tures of Blair, with his decifions of 
which we, upon the whole, coincide. In the preliminary 
obfervations which Blair offers on the fubje&t of tafte, and 
the difcriminating qualities of the fublime and beautiful, we 
find no indications of philofophical acumen. The remarks 
are in general trite and fuperficial: the various theories that 
have been offered are mentioned, and fome of their defeéts 
pointed eut; but no decifion is mene on their merits, 
nor any thing more orotic l propoled in their flead. In 
what he has faid concerning the origin and progrefs of lan- 
guage, the fecblenefs of Blair’s difcriminating powers is itil! 
more apparent. He mentions the faults of the common 
grammatical divifien of the parts of fpeech; but he never. 
thelefs adopts it, becaufe it is of long eftablithed ufage. He 
copies the reveries of thofe philufophers who endeayour to 
trace the fucceflive fteps by which mute and brutifh man 
would be led to the invention of articulate figns for his 
thoughts; fometimes leaning to the aflertions of one, and 
fometimes to thofe of another of thele fanciful reasoners; 
but never endeavouring to throw light, as he certainly ought 
to have done, upon the fcriptural account of the origin of 
language; which, after all, will be found to be the only ra- 
tional account*. 

That part of Blair’s le€tures which treats of flyle, and the 
firu@ure of fentences, is generally acknowledged to be the 
moft ufeful, and the moft completely handled. It contains 
many excellent rules, borrowed, indeed, principally from 
the ancient rhetoricians; but illuftrated by the errors of 
efteemed authors of our own country, and exhibited in a 
form which conduéts direftly to a prattical application. 





® See Britith Critic, vol, xxviii, p. 951. 
Even 
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Even here, however, as a philofopher and logician, Blair 
fubje&ts himfelf to animadverfion ; for the claffification of 
the qualities of flyle which he adopts is deficient in precifion ; 
and his arrangement of the figures of fpeech nioffeftes neither 
clearnefs nor elegance. : 

The moft interefting department of the leétires of Blair 
appears to us to be that in which he treats of eloquence, in its 
feveral varieties, and of the different kinds of written com- 
pofition, hiftory, philofophy, fable, and pvetry. Here, if 
in any part of his work, this writer is original. While the 
compofitions of the moft eminent authors, ancient and mo- 
dern, pafs under his review, he 1s able to eftimate their 
merits and appreciate their defeéts, by the inftinétive im- 
pulfes of an innate and delicate tafte. He requires only to 
confult his feelings to determine what is beautiful, and 
what is defeftive; and the livelinefs of the impreffion, of 
which he is fenfible, prompts him to exprefs himfelt with a 
vigour and feeling, of which, on other occafions, we cannot 
difcover any traces. In this part of his work then, we think 
that the cenfure of the ingenious Cowper, who-in one of 
his letters pronounces the leétures of Blair to be “ dry as 
the veneeadt bifcuit after a voyage*,’’ is by no means ap- 

hicable. | 

The differtation on Offian’s poems difplays thefe exce!- 
fencies in an equal or fuperior degree ; and places the critical 
powers of Blair in the moft favourable point of view. It 
fhows that he poffeffed a lively fenfibility to the beauties of 
fine writing, and a quick perception of what was faulty in 
compofition ; although he was unable, lke Kames, Campbell, 
or more metaphyfical critics, to afcend to the original prin- 
ciples, by which our decifions in matters of tafte are appa- 
rently governed. ‘The difference between Blair and thefe 
more philofophic critics, is fufficiently well pointed out by 
Dr. Hill in the following paflage: 


“¢ In refpe& to the vigour and the correctnefs of the principle 
of tafte, Dr. Blair had few rivals, and no fuperiors. In him this 
power was feelingly alive to the flighteft impulfe, and it fepa- 
rated the fpurious from the genuine with unerring delicacy. Lord 
Kames, who had ftudied the fubject of Belles Lettres before the 
do¢tor was known to have done fo, and who was the firft in this 
country that attempted to reduce it toa fyftem, does not catch 
beauties and defeéts with the fame nice apprehenfion. In point 
of originality, at the fame time, and of that inventive power, 





* Quoted from Shaktpeare, 
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which traces and eftablithes principles in the fcience, his lordthi 
is much fuperior. Some of his theories may perhaps be falfe, 
and others whimfical ; but in all of them there 1s ingenuity, and 
in many of them much truth, Whatever advantage the former 
critic had in the delicate precifion of his tafté, the latter feems to 
have poffeffed in the force of his genius. By every {cientific en- 
quirer, accordingly, the Elements of Criticifm muft be regarded 
as a valuable mine, that will not foon bé exhautted. 

*¢ After the pnblication of Lord Kames’s Elements of Criti- 
cifm, and before that of Dr. Blair’s Leftures, Dr. Campbell of 
Aberdeen produced his Philofophy of Rhetoric. This work, 
confitting of a number of effays, which may be viewed cither fe- 
parately, or as forming one whole, is lefs fyftematic than thofe 
that went before it. Its author, with that modefty which is 
often the attendant of genius, undertakes lefs than he fhews him. 
felf able to do. It is clear, at the fame time, that he had read 
much, and thought deeply, upon his fubje&t, and that his mind, 
naturally acute and fagacious, throws light upon any thing to 
~ which he chofe to dire it. Along with delicate feeling, lie 

difcovers high metaphy fical powers ; and his ingenious and original 
difquifitions will probably rife in eftimation, as men become more 
able to follow them.’”? P, 46. ! 


. 
The merits of Blair as a preacher come next under Dr. 
Hill’s review, and are difcufled with much mivutenefs, and 
fome excufable partiality. When the Sermons of Blair firft 
appeared in print, they were fo greatly admired, and fo uni- 
verfally read, that the public was averfe to believe that they 
had any faults. They were confidered as exhibiting the true 
and perfect ftandard of pulpit eloquence; and as having at- 
tained what had been fo long, but io vainly wifhed for, the 
combination of the clofe reafoning and logical precifion of 
an Englifh, with the animation and pathos of a French 
fermon. It would be eafy to fhow that this praife. was 
greatly exaggerated; and that the fermons of Blair, with 
many excellencies, difplay confiderable faults, They are in 
general compofed with wonderful correétnefs, both in the 
matter and in the language. The exordiums are natural and 
appropriate, the divifion of the heads 1s ufually unexception- 
able ; the arguments are clearly flated, and forcibly exprefled ; 
a {trong appeal is made even to the emotions ; and the ftyle is 
perfpicuous, well chofen, andembellifhed wih chafte and appro 
priate figures. Yet the d?me /abor, and mechanical art of com- 
ofition, are too confpieuous in thefe difcourfes, nofocca- 
fionally to produce an utpleafant effeft. The thoughts and 
illuftrations, though appi®Priate, are feldom very ftriking or 
: Tt original ; 
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original; the fgures, though jufl, are rather commoneplace ; 
and the language is too faftidioufly polsthed for the purpofes 
of a fpoken or perfuafive difcourfe. It abounds in invertions: 

and {tf fomms of conflruétion, the molt remote fiom the * 
ityle of ordwary converfation; and it confifts of a feries of 
detached fentences, each forming a whole by itfelf, aud very | 
little connetted with what goes before, or what follows it. 
In fhort, the labour of the artift is too apparent not to impede 
the complete efleét of the work; and we think the obferva- 
trons, which the biographer of Blair has made on the general 
failure of the attempts at pathos, in puipit orators, appli- 
cable, in a great meafure, to Blair Pelt though they 
were by no means penned with any view to fuch an applica. 
tion. 

Dr. Hill has been at the trouble to analyfe feveral of 
Blair’s moll efteemed fermons, and to point out their character. 
iltic excellencies ; though he has feldom, if ever, taken notice 
of any of their defeéts. He has likewife compared them with 
thofe fermons of the moft celebrated French preachers wih 
which they coincide in fubject; a labour which we cannot 
deny to be both interefling and profitable. 

In bis lectures on pulpit eloquence, Blair gives the prefe- 
rence to Maillon over all the rival orators of the French 
church; fo that it may reafonebly be conje€tured, that the 
fermons of this divine were the models which he fet before 
himfelf, wheu he endeavoured to attain the animation and 
pathos of the French preachers, as well as the correéinels 
and good fenfe of the Englih. In our opinion,, however, 
the ityle of Blair's fermons comes much _nearer to the tem- 
perate, elegant, and occafionally eloquent, Flechicr, than to 
the ardent, figurative, and perfuafive, though frequently re- 
dundant and irregular, Maffillon. We thall in vain look in 
Blair for any paflage calculated to produce an effeét fimalar to 
that of afermon ot Mafhillon’s, by which the feelings of his 
audience were fo agitated, that with ene accord they fiarted 
from their feats with exclamations of appleufe. But we 
fhall find much lefs to offend againit- the laws of correc: 
eriticifm, and regular good writing. For fermons which gre 
to be read, th:s corretine{s of compofition ts doubtlefs a high 
recommendation; but we have our doubts whether the molt 
ufeful and impreflive dpoken fermons are not thofe in which, 
with finking, eloguent, and animated paffages, there is allo 
antermixed fomething of famtbar illuftration, and unadorned, 
or even homely language. This at leaft is calculated to arreit 
thie attention of the unmftruéted4part of the audience; and 
8 i 
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if managed with kill, and regulated by good tafte, will aot 
be difpleafing to the more cultivated few. . 

It is generally {wppofedthat compofition was a very labo« 
rious employment to Dr. Blair, and was not achieved with- 
out much blotting aud alteration. The inverted and artificial 
charatters of his ityle gives much countenance to this {uppo- 
fition; and it is confirmed by another well known faét, that 
he never made a fingle attempt at extemporaneous [peaking, in 
the general affembly of the Scottifh church, to which, in his 
official charaéter, he was frequently called asa member. It 
appears, from a circumftance related by Dr. Hill, that the 
original ftyle of his le€tures was far from corrett; and that 
the errors which he had firft admitted were allowed to ftand 
unaltered, tll he was about to fend the whole to the prefs. 
At this period, he was defirous that thefe compofitions thould 
have the benefit of the revifal of his friends; and he applied, 
among others, to Ins prefent biographer ; who very edilicka. 
tioufly fet about afcertaining whatever he thought faulty in 
the execution of the work.- . : 


‘¢ When my inveftigations began, more things appeared de. 
ferving of remark than I at firt imagined. Though the lift df 
grammatical inaccuracies, however, {welled upon me confiderably, 
yet I found myfelf bound, in duty, to communicate it to my 
honoured friend. The requeft of Dr. Blair had no appearance of 
being purely complimentary. Had he fuppofed, that my ob. 
fervations could be of no ufe to him, he would not have Jaid his 
commands on me tofurnifh them. At allevents, I held it equally 
difhonourable to exprefs approbation where I was not pleafed, and 
$0 conceal what appeared to me faulty. 

‘¢ As foon as I had tranfmitted my remarks to Dr, Blair, he 
returned me his beft thanks for the trouble they muft have cof 
me. He was polite enough to add, that he was happy to find 
them fo copious, as, though he had not then had tyme to read 
the whole, he perceived they were fuch as he wifhed them to be. 
I had afterwards the fatisfaétion to find, that my criticifm, far 
from being offenfive, was highly acceptable to him. He re- 
gretted, that fome others, upon whofe opinion he depended, had 
not taken the fame trouble. He told me, that he did not agree 
with me in every inftance, but was candid enough to fay, that he 
agreed with me in many more than he could have wifhed, The 
number of inaccuracies, which were not to be palliayed, he faid 
furprifed him. This he afcribed to the hurry in which a number 
of his le€tures had been written when he was appointed to his 
office; and he added, that when a compofition was carelefs in its 
firft draught, it was almoft impoffibl: afterwards to make it cor- 
rect.”  P. i174. , 

* Tre Dr. 
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Dr. Hill having endeavoured to charatterize the fubje& of 
his memoir as a critic and a preacher, proceeds, in the lat 
place, to eftimate him as aman. Here, as may naturally be 
fuppofed, the partiality of frendfhip gives fomewhat of 
high colouring to the pifture. Blair was intimate with mo 
of. the men of letters that did honour to Scotland, during the 
latter part of the ‘lat century; although, according to his 
biographer, the circle of his private friends was not very 
numerous. The ftyle of his converfation is ftated to have 
been modeft and unaffuming, although it is admitted that he 
was fully fenfible of his own merits and qualifications. 
“ He felt (fays his biographer) that he had earned his fame 
by means th. it were entirely fair, and he had no defire to 
maintain or to increafe it by afletted modeity. ” This felf- 
complacency is afcribed to ‘his great fuccefs in life, and the 
ilattery to which he was daily accuftomed, and to which he 
liftened “ with a fatisfa€tion, which he was at no pains to 
hide.”’ His various church preferments had come unfo- 
licited on his paft, and were tendered as the reward due to 
his merit. Equally unfolicited was his appointment as Rhe- 
toric Profeffor, firft by the magiftrates of Edinburgh, and 
afterwards by the King, who was gracioufly pleated at an 
after period to extend his bounty by a penfion of 2001. per 
annum. In the very laft flage of his life, however, Blair 
was doomed to experience a confiderable difappointment ; 
for on the death of the celebrated Robertfon, he expetied that 
the magiltrates of E dinburgh would conler upon him, with 
Out any ap| ication on his part, the vacant office of Principal 
in the Univerfity. Thefe official patrons, however, either 
thought that if the appointment was an objeét of defire to 
Blair, it was worth his folicitation, or had previoufly deter- 
mined to beftow it on a perfon of their own choice; and 
Blair, it is admitted, ‘* felt the overfight as injurious to ‘him= 
felf, and was more affet ted by it than his friends in general 
could have fuppofed.” P. 218 

A very clofe intimacy feems to have fubfifled between 
Blair and Robertfon, who m: itually profited by each other’s 
critici{ms, before ‘their works were tranfmitted to the prefs. 
Such an intimacy w as equ tally honourable to both parties, 
who were naturally united by a fiimilarity of purfuits and a 
congeniality of habits., But-we cannot help thinking it very 
extraordinary, that bot! 1 thefe eminent divines and reipectable 

chars€ters the vuld | have bee n in habits of familiar and confi. 
ceutial friendihip with the arch-fe ept c David Hume; who 
flrove fo zealoufly all his life to.overfet by his writings every 
bulwark of religion and morality. Of the very pernicious 
tendency 
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tendency of the do€trines of this infidious free-thinker they 
could not poffibly be ignorant; and it fcarcely became'them 
to profes triendibip and affeftion for a man, who was ftrivihg 
with all his might to overthrow, what they knew to be molt 
facred and momentous in the opinions and praétice of the 
hurhan race. 

We by rio means, however, infiniate that the zéal of Dr. 
Blair in the caufe exher .of religion or morality was luke- 
warm or feeble. On the contrary, he uniformly faupported 
through life the charatier not only of am amiable, but of an 
exemplarily virtuous and pious man. “At a period when the 
religion of our country {eemed in danger, as well as its po- 
litical conftitution, and all the privileges, which are fo de- 
fervedly endeared to the hearts of Britons, he boldly ftood 
forward as the champion of order, and the opponent of the 
mad and headlong rage for innovation, 


‘* From the fituation of the country a few years before Dr, 
Blair’s death, he appeared in a light that endeared him more than 
ever to the worthy and difcerning part of the community. Of 
his ability as a fcholar, and his amiab!enefs as a man, he had long 
given unequivocal proofs; but his loyalty as a fubjet, and his 
faithful attachment to the Britifh conftitation, had’ till then no 


opportunity of fhewing themfeivess «The opinioh of a perfon of 


his eminence ferved, in fuch times, asa guide to the fimple. 
Many, who could nat . judge: correttly upon political fubjetts, 
were ready to be directed by him, whofe fentiments p fer teligious 
topics they believed to be unerring. He declared from his pul-_ 
pit, that ro man could be a good Chriftian that was a bad 
fubject. .'Fhe-opinions-of thofe Fk rench-philofophers, who wifhed 
to deftroy fubordination, and to loofen the reftraints of law, he 
rejected with abhorrence. He regarded thofe men as the authors 
of incaleulable mifchief to every country upon earth, as well as 
to that which unhappily gave them birth. He beheld them as 
difturbing the peace of the world, which, with an infidious ap. 
pearance of benevolence, they pretended to promote... 
«© Sentiments like thefe from the mouth of fuch a man, and 


{fpoken at fuch a time; could not fail to be productive of the hap./ 


pieft effeéts on the public mind, Even with all the energy 


which bis Majefty’s minifters poffefled, the talk of flemming the» 


torrent which then threatened+ to overwhelm the nation, was by 


no means ¢afy, , Though few among the learned in Scotland were,‘ 
fufpected of any defire to betray the caufe of their country, yet», 


even among them, patriotic zeal appeared in very different de, 
grees. In the encouragement of this capital virtue, which both 
reafon and religion recommend, Dr. Blair took a decided and-an 
a€tive fhare. No mean difpofition to temporize upon his own 
part, or to avail himfelf of connections future and cafual, inter. 
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fered with what he felt to be his duty at the time. The ftdte, 
he faw, then needed the countenance and fupport of all its: mem. 
_ bers: and in the moment of its exigency, he was ready to do 
what he could, The firmnefs and vigour which he then dif. 
played, were worthy of the defcendant of that illuftrious anceftor, 
who was mentioned at the beginning of this work.’? P. 191. 


The outline of the paftoral admonition, which the General 
Affembly in 1799:addreffed to the people under their charge, 
was furnifhed by Dr. Blair, and was the laft public fervice 
which he performed to the church that he had fo long 
adorned. It was the obje& of this admonition to roufe the 
parochial clergy of Scotland to a zealous difcharge of their 
official duty; and to,warn them and their congregations apainft 
the infitious attempts of itinerant miflidnaries, who were ther 
aétively employed in endeavouring to alienate the hearts of 
the people from their paltors. 

Dr. Blair died onthe 27th of December 1800, in the 83d 
year of his age andthe 59th of his miniftry, having had 
the misfortune to furvive his wife, and alfo a fon and daugh- 
ter, who conitituted the whole of his family. Thefe afflic- 
tigns he bore with the refignation of a Chriftian, while the 
excited in him the feelings of aman. Pofterity will con. 
tinue to refpeét him as an amiable and praife-worthy cha« 
raéter, and as.am author whofe works unite high polith with: 
great ufefulnefs, although they are not to be ranked among’ 
the firft-rate effufions of genius. 





Art. X. An Account of the Incidents, from which the. Title 
and Part of the Story of Shake/peare’s Tempeft were derived, 
and its true Date afcertained, By Edward Malone. 8&vo, 
36 pp, Baldwin, 1808. 


} E alluded to this unpublifhed-traé, in our firft article 

on Mr. Douce’s Iluftrations of Shak{peare*; but we 
did not then write any thing upon the traét itfelf, becaufe we 
underftood.a requeft written tipon the outer leaf, as particu. 
larly excluding tach public ufe of it. This, it feems, was not 
intended; and we return with pleafure to an eflay which 
gave us great fatisfa€tion in the perufal. 
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When we confider this tra&t as clearly elucidating, and 
finally determining, the origifi of one of the moft_plealing 
dramas of our great poet, we cannot but feel grateful to the 
diligence and accuracy which has brought together the va- 
rious documents; but when we find the author in his pre- 
fixed advertifement claiming the difcovery as entirely bis 
own, we cannot but a little wonder at his forgetfulnefs af a 
commentator, more kept in the back-ground than any other, 
who has written on Shakefpeare, and for whom we feel ita 
neceffary point of juftice to put in aclaim. This is Capelly 
an obfcure and awkward writer, to be fure, but a Very di- 
ligent enquirer into every thing that could illuftrate Shake- 
{peare. On the words * ftill-vexed Bermoothes,”” and fome 
preceding them, that quaint commentator thus writes : 


“¢ he idea of Aricl’s character, of his performances at leaft, 
which are defcribed in what precedes this fimilitude, was catched 
from Hakluyt ; as will be evident to a viewer of that extract, 
which is firft [fecond] of thofe made in the * School’? [of Shak. 
fpeare, Capell, vol. 3. p. 2. pag. 58.] from that writer; and’ by 
another entered too in that work, is that epithet’s fitnefs cons 
firmed f{tili-vext} which at 14, 13. [in Cupell’s edition, } cha- 
ra¢terizes the iflands there inticl’d—** Bermoothes,’’ in the exe 
tratt—Bermudas. But though we have in honefty given this 
extra@t, and faid of it as above, ’tis not from an opinion that 
the compound referred to fprang from thence; which fhould ra- 
ther have been the offspring of fome fuller and later relations by 
print or otherwife, which fhould not have been gathered carlier 
than 1612, perhaps later.”” 


Here Mr, Capell was miftaken, becaufe the relation of 
Jourdan, quoted by Mr. Malone, was publifhed in autumn 
1610; but this was unknown to Capell. He proceeds, 
however, with direét relereace to the voyage of Sir Geo, 
Somers, which is the grand pom#®'of all. 


“© 'Thefe are the reafons: in 1609, Sir George Sommers (of 
whom. the iflands are alfo call’d Sommer Iflands) the firft Englith. 
man certainly, and for aught appears to the contrary, the firft 
European who fet his foot on them, was caft upon them by fhip- 
week; ftay’d a year on them; return’d to them again from Vir. 
ginia; and then dy’d on them; that colony calls them within its 
limits; and’ the then maiiagers of it fold them to fome particu. 
lars, members of their fociety, who, in April 1612, feng thither 
a foip, wits 60 perfons, who arrived and remayned there very 
Jafely. The furnifher of thefe particulars, and of the extra¢t that 
follows them, fpeaking of the iflands themfelves, fays further— 
they were of all nationt faid and fuppofed ta bee inchanted, and 
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inhabited with witches and devils, which grew by reafon of actnf. 
tomed monftrous thunder, forme, and tempefi, neare unto them: Now 
as thefe particulars muft, from the nature of them, have been the 
fubject as well of writings as talk, at the time they were paffing, 
the prefumption is, firft, that the afore-mentioned epithet rofe 
from them; and next that they were alfo fuggefters of Sycorax 
and her forceries, of the preternatural being fubjefted to her, and 
of Profpero’s magick : which if it be allowed, then is this play 
prov’d by it a late compofition, and weight added to the opinion 
that makes it the poct’s laft; a circumitance that might deter- 


mine the players to place it foremoft in their publifhed Col- 
leétion.’’ 


Capell’s Notes On th. Tempeft, Fol. il. Part Ze page 58. 


If this be not exaétly the difcovery of Mr. Malone, it 
comes at leaft fo near it, as to be perfetily calculated to fug- 
gelt the invefligation which he has fuccefsfully purfued. Mr. 
Malone profefles indeed to have fhown, in hts unpublithed 
papers *, that the Tempeft was performed before the middle 
of 1611; and in the prefent tra€t he fully explains how the 
author might have obtained all the neceflary hints’ before the 
end of 1610. He has therefore given to the difcovery a 
confiftence and a precifion, which it might not otherwife have 
attained for fome time ;.and that is very juft matter for 
prarfe. 3 

The traét now under review confifts of the following par- 
ticulars. Firft a ftatement of the general circumftances re- 
lating to the play, with fome notice of two voyages under- 
taken by Captains Weymouth and Harlow, partly at the 
charge of Lord Southampton, the poet’s friend and patron ; 
a lift, in @ note, of publications on the fubjeét of the New 
World, to the number of 18, which appeared between 1602 

-and 1612, proving how much the public attention was then 
direGed to that quarter. Mr. M. then cites, from a Hittory 
of the firft difcovery and fetthement of Virginia, publifhed 
in America in 1747, an account of the difafters which befell 
the fleet with Sir Geo. Sommers. He then fates, that the 
account of the faét probably reached England fome time in 
December 1609, “* brought either by Captain Smith, the 
former Governor of Virginia, who left it at Michaelmas that 
year, or by the firft of the five fhips (which efcaped) that 
arrived in an Englilh port.” The Council of Virginia, it 
feems, very foon after iffued a pamphlet, to prevent the bad 
effe€ts of any exaggerated reportsof this calamity. From this 
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piece Mr. M. quotes a paffage, and another from a fubfequent 
publication, on the fame authority. Soon atter he comes to 
the narrative of ‘* one Jourdan, who probably returned from 
Virginia in the fame fhip with Sir Thomas Gates,’’ and took 
advantage of the public curiofity to anticipate any more au- 
thentic account. This was publifhed in Otiober 1610, and 
by a large quotation from it we are fhown how likely it was 
to fupply the very circumftances improved by Shakefpeare, 
Mr. M. concludes his traét by a paflage from the Tempett, 
in the firft dialogue between Profpero and Ariel, ‘pointing 
out by particular characters the expreflions which appear to 
confirm his conjeéture. The whole is concluded by a few 
appropriate refleéiions. | 

We fhall always cordially acknowledge the various merits 
of Mr. Malone as anilluftrator of Shakelpeare; but we truft 
that he will not think we att improperly, in preventing him 
from erroneoufly claiming a difcovery, which had been fug- 
gefted, though not demonilrated, by a much lefs popular 
comunentator. 





BRITISH CATALOGUE. 


POETRY. 


Art. 11. Faftes Britanniques, Poeme Hifforique, formant un 
Précis de l’ Hiftoire de la Grande Brétagne, depuis U Invafion de 
Jule Céar, jufqu’a la Rupture des derniéres Negotiations entre 
la France && VAngleterre. Par M. Le Noir, Profejfeur d: 
Langue 9 de Litterature Frangoife ; @ Londres, Ge. Se. 8vo. 
288 pp. -12s. Dulau, &c. pour l’Auteur. 1807. 


A foreigner, naturalized in England, has here executed what 
no Englifhman has, fo far as we recollect, ventured to undertake 
on fo large a fcale. He has verfified the whole Hiftory of Eng- 
land. Having executed this arduous tafk, he naturally afks, in 
what clafs fuch a Work ought to be placed? He anfwers hindelf 
thus: Sous quel genre? Sous un qui, nous affranchitlant de Vin. 
vention & de la ti€tion, ne nous impofe d’autres entraves que 
celles d’un ordre clair, un arrangement fage & méthodique, avec 
obligation de faire des vers pleins, énergiques, & harmonic ux ; 
enfin fous le genre dida@igues’’ P. xviii. ‘Though we think 
that didactic poems, properly fo called, do require invention, if 
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not fiétion, in the ornamental parts, which ought to occupy moré 
fpace than they do in moft modern didattics, we will not inter. 
doc with M. Le Noir in the claftification of his own poem. Nor 
docs our knowledge of French verfifieation at all prompt us to 
deny that his verfes are ‘* pleins, énergiques, & harmonieux.’? 
His fentiments alfo appear to us to be unexceptionable, and we 
think that his work is likely to prove ufeful in many modes of 
application. We hall give his concluding verfes, as equally full 
of truth and energy. Where, after ftating the fincere efforts 
made by our magnanimous Sovereign to preferve peace with 
Buonaparte, he adds, 


«< L’alternative eft done la mort ou l’efclavage! 
Ah! ce feroit, Bretons, vous offrir un outrage, 
De doutér un inftant quel fera votre choix. 
Oui; votreattachement pour le meilleur des Rois, 
Méme en dépit du fort, vous rendra tout poflible, 
A moins d’étre immortel, on n’eft point invincible ; 
Et l’infolent vainqueur de vingt peuples divers, 
Afpire, vainement, 4 vous donner des fers, - 
Si jamais, entre vous, la méfintelligence, 
N’épuife, en vains difcords, vos moyens de défenfe, 
Et ft toujours unis, et de ceeurs, et de bras, 
Vous ofez affronter un glorieux trépas; 
Ye vos nobles aieux foutenez la memoire, 
Allez, fils d’Albion, volez 2 la victoire : 
Portez a l’ennemi les plus terrible coups ; 
Vos femmes, vos enfans, n'efpérent plus qu’en vous : 
Dir le fort des combats vous arracher la vie, 
J} eft beau de mourir pour fauver fa patric.”’—P. 284. 


Thefe are very animating and patriotic lines, to the author’s 
adopted country, and do credit to his feelings as well as his 
genius. 

The author announces a fimilar defign refpecting the Hiftory of 
France, for which he purpofes to receive fubfcriptions, as he did 
for this; ard he has our cordial wifhes for his fuccefs. 


Art. 12. The Sillery Gun. A Poem in Four Cantes. With 
Notes and a Gloffary, B yee Ma;ne, Author of the Poem of 
Glafgow. 12mo. 4s. Richardfon. 1808, 


We have been exceedingly pleafed with this fpirited compo. 
fition, which records a cuftom occafionally obferved at Dumfries, 
of fhooting for a Siller gun, fuppofed to have been the gift of 
famés VI. An excellent Gloffary is added, without which in- 
deed the poem weuld be unintelligible to moft Englifh readers. 
The meeting of old friends and diftant acquaintance, occafioned 
By this incident, is very happily expreffed ; indeed the whole 
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piece is animated arid impreffive, We are forry only te have 
fpace for a fhort fpecimen, 


“© Tak a gude waught==I’m fure ye’re weary, 
Quoth Auny Kaillie to her deary 
Febn, fain to fee his wife fae cheary, 
Indulged the fun 


Gat fou, and danfered lang and verie 
Aad tint his gun, 


** And miffed mairour, th’endearing charms, 
The very thought ilk bofom warms 
Of auld acquaintances in fwarms 
Meeting like brithers, 
And wie things giggling i the arms 
.O’ their fond mithers, 


« And bonny laffes, tight and clean, 
Butkit to pleafe their ain lads ein, 
Laffes, whofe faces as the fcene, 

Its tints difclofes, 
In glowing {weetnefs intervene, 
Like living rofes ! 


€¢ The drums and fifes a feurith made, 
Three loud huzzas the mengie: gaed 
And cleared the ftance, that ilk a blade, 
The mark might view, 
Far gliftring like a white cockade, 
Wi’ fpraings 0’ blue,’’ &c, &c. 
Arr. 13. The Ratiad; @ Scri-comic Poem. In Eight Cantos. 
By an Anti-Hudibraftian. 12m0. 91 ppe 35. 6d. Mafons 
1807. 


A confiderable portion of talent for humourous writing’ is here 
wafted, to produce an allegorical fatire, of little point, and the 
drift of which it is not eafy to afcertain. It is evident etiough 


that the author is not friendly to the Church; but for the reft © 


we fhould: fuppofe that he is indifferent to all fects, and thinks 
that the beft way is for all to proceed at pleafure, regardlefs of all 
the reft. To fhow that the author is not deficient in talent, the 
following fimile may fuffice, 


‘¢ Thus when the Mayor of Garrat ftands 
With open mouth and out-ftretch’d hands, 
Declaiming, ’midft a general-din, 

How war a rais’d the-price of gins 
Fach noble voter in his caufe 

Turtis-up his chia, and grins applaufe; 
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While country bumpkins fqueezing round, 

In hopes to catch the pleafing fouad, 

Join in the univerfal fhout, 

Yet wonder what its all about.’’ | , 


LAW. 


Art. 14. Letters ox Capital Punifoments. “Addreffed to the 
Englih Fudges. _ By Beccaria Anglicus, 8vo. 84 pp. 2s. @d. 
Johnfon. 1807. 


The fubje& of thefe Letters has been fo often difeuffed, and folittle 
of novelty is introduced by the prefent author, ‘that a full ftate- 
ment of his arguments cannot be deemed neceflary. In the pre- 
face he undertakes to prove, that ‘* capital punifhments are un. 
neceflary, ufelefs, and injurious ;’? and ‘* that we have no au- 
thority, either from the Iaw of nature, or the Chriftian revela- 
tion, to put cr:minals to death, + 

Without entering into a difcuffion of this much- agitated 
topic, we mult remark that. the author before us, in his laud- 
able zeal for an amelioration ef the law, has not fuffificiently 
attended to real facts. He more than once afferts, that the 
number of executions in this country has increafed and ‘is in- 
creafing. Now the direét reverfe of this is the truth. Not- 
W ith{tanding the increafe in oa population, and the rapid rife in 
value of every neceflary of lite, there has, for feveral years patt, 
been a fenfible diminution, if not in thofe offences which are ca- 
pital by daw, (which, however, we believe to be. the cafe) at 
leaft in thofe which call for capital punifhment. Accordingly, 
we only occafionally hear of highway or footpad robberies, or 
even houfe-breakings, which ufed to be frequent, conttant, and 
fyftematic } nor does ‘the average number of perfons executed in 
London, during a whole year, exceed the capital punifh me nts 
formerly venered by a fingle Old Bailey Seffions. ‘Thefe hafty 
and inconfiderate affe rtions injure a caufe, which does not need 
fuch fupport. ; 

The principal objeét of the, firft letter is to procure an aboli- 
tion of the law, or at leaft of the practice, of fufpending mur- 
derers, and fome other notorious criminals, in chains. This prac. 
tice has alfo become much. lefs.frequent ; but we fee no_reafon 
why difleGtion, which is attended with public utility (and the. 

dread of which is faid to be very prevalent among the lower orders 
of the people) fhould be laid dfide. 

The fecond Jetter commences with the almiffion of a principle, 
which, in our opinion, ought to be the fole rvle for deciding the 
controverfy, namely, that *€ the public good i is paramount’’ {to 
all other confiderations) and * that the virtuous part of fociety 
ought to enjoy fafety, whatever becomes of real criminals.’ 

Keeping 
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Keeping this principle in view, and abiding by the teft of ex.’ 
perience, all the rules fubfequently laid down by the author, 
were they true in their utmoft extent (which is not the cafe as to 
fome of them) might be admitted without producing the confe. 
quences which he would draw from them. 

In the next letter, the writer produces feveral well-known paf- 
fages from Montefquieu, Beccaria, and Blackftone, containing 
fentiments which it is far from our intention to controvert; but 
the application of which, by this writer,-goes beyond the in4 
tention of the original authors. He even argues againft the pu- 
nifhment of death, as applied to murder, and yer in another part, 
with more propriety than confiftency, reprobates our laws for 
“¢ fubjecting the fimple robber and t&e murderer tothe fame pu. 
nifhment of death,” 

There are three more letters, nearly to the fame effet; in 
which the author, in the teeth of the well-known fentence, Who. 
Jo facddeth mau's blood, by man fhall bis blood be fhed,’* contends, 
there is no authority in Scripture for inflicting capital punifhment 
even for murder, and endeavours to prove, that all capital pu- 
nifhments by the Magi/rate are contrary to the dittates of Chrif- 
tianity, becaufe it enjoins individuals to return good for evil. 
Upon the whole, this author appears to be a well-intentioned, but 
by no means a judicious, writer. He carries his principles 
{which are in a great degree juft) to an abfurd and impracticable 


extent. 
POLITICS. 


Art.15. Remarks fuggefted by the Perufal of a Pamphlet, en- 
titled, ** Britain Independent of Commerce.’ By P, Williams, 
E/g. 8vo. gopp. Tipper. 1808. 


Of the forty pages compofing this pamphlet, twelve are em- 
ployed in repeating a ridiculous fpeech (if fuch a fpeech was ever 
made} of a youthful and injudicious admirer of Mr. Spence’s 
well known publication. ‘The remainder of this traét contains a 
declamatory eulogium on commerce ; much of which is, no doubt, 
juft, but does not affeét the principles on which Mr. Spence’s 
fyftem is founded, or bring forward any argument affecting the 
main queftion. Our opinion refpecting Mr. Spence’s work ha’ 
been given®* in another place. He certainly carries his principles 
too far, and has fallen into errors on fome points of inferior mo- 
ment ; but his chief do¢trine, that the internal refources of Great 
Britain (in which we confider the coafting trade as included) are, 
or may be made, fufficient to fupport her power and profperity, 
although a confiderable portion off her foreign commerce were loft, 
is, we think, eftablifhed by incontrovertible facts. The queftion, 
however, is not likely ‘to be brought to iffue; the unprincipled 
ambition and outrageous’violenice of our enemy having opened to 
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* Seo Brit. for July, 1808, p. 64, 
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usnot onfy the ports of Spain herfelf (fo lately hoftile to us) but, 
fhould he even conquer and finally maintain himfelf in that penine 
fula (which Heaven forefend!) the immenfe and wealthy colonics 


of that nation——— 


MEDICINE. 


Art. 16. O2 Hydrophobia, its Prevention, and Cure. With a 
Defeription of the different Stages of Canine Madue/s: illuftrated 
auith Cafes. By Benjamin Mz/feley, M.D.&c. 8vo. Pp. 
34. 28. Longman and Co,, Cadell and Davies, J. White, 
&c. &c. 1808, 


Allured by this fpecious title-page, we eagerly perufed the 
contents of the work, and regret to ftate, that they-fell very 
far fhort of expectation. ‘The fubje& is of great importance, 
and materially concerns the interefts of fociety; an author, there- 
fore, who can add nothing from his own ftores, fhould at leaf 
avoid deceiving the public, and refrain from abufing writers with 
whofe works he is evidently little acquainted. 

The occurrence of hydrophobia, though denied by fome Inge. 
nious men, who believe in the exiftence of nothing but what the 
fec, has been proved by numerous fatal inftances. The difeafe is 
occafioned by the application of the faliva of a rabid animal to’a 
wounded part; the fymptoms occur at various periods from the 
infliction of the bite; fome well-attefted cafes indeed are re- 
corded, in which, from the time when the poifon was inferted, 
feveral years elapfed before the fymptoms appeared; though in 
general they take place within the fpace of a few weeks, or 
months. 

During the laft two years, canine madnefs has been more than 
ufvally prevalent in this country ; and feveral perfons have been 
bitten, and fome of thefe have even fallen the viétims of hydro- 
phobia. Dr. Mofeley then attempted to be very philanthropic, and 
publifhed two cafes of what he termed hydrophobia in one of the 

afhionable morning papers, expatiating upon that horrible difeafe 
in appropriate terms, Notwithftanding the difguft which the 
detail of fuch particulars in a newfpaper muf excite in every de- 
licate mind, Dr. M. informs us, that the demand for the Morn- 
ing Herald, which contained his eflays, was fo great, that ‘* many 
hyndreds of people, who wifhed to obtain an impreflion of one, 
or more of them, were difappointed.’’ He has therefore re- 
inted his effays, and has the courage to aflert, ‘* that there 
Pas never been an accurate defcription of hydrophobia, and a fuc- 
ceffion of the fymptoms of canine madyefs, before given to the 
world.’? Now, the principal part of this pamphlet confifts of 
the relation of two cafes where the author was confulted, ‘The 
firit of thefe terminated fatally, ten hours after the doctor ~~ 
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called in; the fecond requires fome obfervation from us, becaufe 
Dr. Mofeley affumes the merit of having curedit. Judging from: 
the fymptoms detailed by the author, we boldly affirm, thar the 
patient was no more affected with rabies, than was the animal 
which bit her. She indeed laboured under the influence of fear, 
woud probably had read or heard of Dr. Mofeley’s former cafe. Any 
country gentleman would at once have pronounced the dog, which 
inflicted the wound, to have been afflicted with the difeafe, which 
is vulgarly termed the diflemper. 'Thefe cafes are preceded by fome 
uccount of the writers on hydrophobia, in which Dr. Mofeley 
proves himfelf to be very deficient ; perhaps from careleffnefs, for 
he has enumerated many abfurd opinions, but at the fame time he 
has more than infinuated that there is nothing hitherto publithed 
on the fubjeét worthy of perufal, and has entirely omitted to 
notice thofe publications which are evidently much fuperior to his 
own. From all which, the readers of this pamphlet are to infer 
that Dr. Mofeley’s is the beft account of hydrophobia extant, 
and that the author peffeifes the power of curing a difeafe which 
has baffled the efforts of all other practitioners. We theréfore 
feel it a duty impofed upon us to declare that he has thrown no 
new light whatever upon the fubject; and that his method of 
cure, or rather of preyention, was practifed long ago. Itconfitts 
in cutting out or deftroying the injured part, and afterwards ap- 
plying cauftic. If, however, this be not reforted to at a fuffi- 
ciently early period, or if the fymptoms of hydrophobia are fup.« 
pofed to have evinced themfelves in the fyftem, mercurial friction 
is recommended to a great degree; and antifpafmodics are to be 
given internally. Whoever confults the writings of Licutaud 
and Sauvages, will find numerous authorities in favour of this 
treatment. 

If the local treatment is boldly applied, and at anearly period, 
it generally fucceeds in preventing the difcafe from occurring, with- 
out the neceffity of taking any internal remedies, unlefs to fatisfy 
the mind of the patient; it is therefore highly cruel to torture 
them with exciting falivation, even to endangering their lives, 
when ample experience has demonftrated that it will neither cure 
nor prevent hydropxobia. 


Art. 17. Obfervations and Experiments on the Virtues and 
Properties of the Chalybeate Spring at Caverfoam, near Reading. 
By T. EB. Williams. 8vo. 16 pp. 6d. Sold by the Book. 
fellers at Reading ; Rivingtons, &c. London. 1808. 


The Chalybeate at Caverfham in Oxfordthire, little more than 
a mile from Reading, was accidentally difcovered in 1803; and 


turns out, on analyfis,.to. be ane of the moft er itnpregnated. 


{prings, in which pure iron, is the chief body held in folution, 


- 1 {- . . 
of all that are known. From a fingle gallon of this water were 


feparated, by mere depofition, in lefs than two days, thirty-two 
grains 
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grains of folid contents, the greater part of which appeared to be 
oxyd of iron. Medical men, and all perfons converiant with the 
fubject, will eafily conceive what muift be the power of water 
fo ftrongly impregnated ; and the faét is, that forme very extra- 
ordinary cafes have occurred, eftablifhing the efficacy of this 
Chalybeate in fome very obftinate and formidable difeafes. The 
author has confined himfelf to the enumeration of fix of thefe 
cafes, but they are all fuch as can be fully confirmed by enquiry 
on the fpot refpeéting the perfons mentioned in them. The fitu- 
ation of this {pring 1s in a garden, a little below the brow: of a 
gentle eminence, adjoining to Caverfham Park, and commanding 
a beautiful view of the vale of the ‘Thames from Pangbourn to ° 
Wargrave. A fituation exceeded by few, for the pleafantnefs 
of its vicinity, and the falubrity of its air. 


DIVINITY. 


Arr. 18. Ax Examination of the Paffuges contained in the Gafpels 
and other Books of the New Tefament re fpecting the P. erjon of 
Fejus : with Obfervations arifing from them. By F. Smithy 
Gentleman. 8vo. 144 pp. 28. 6d. Johnfon. 1807. 


This werk is dedicated to the Bifhop of Gloucefter, as occa- 
fioned principally by his Lordfhip’s ‘¢ Thoughts on the Trinity.”’ 
-—Mr. Smith is an Unitarian, and conféquently takes the Oppo- 
fite fide of the queftion to his Lordfhip, but without that rancour 
and ill-breeding which too often fully the pages of controverfy. 
Mr. S. does not fcruple to acknowledge in his Introduétion that 
‘© the greater part of the obfervations are taken from the works 
of others ;’’ we have no right therefore to exprefs any furprife 
* that his book fhould contain little ornotaing that 1s at allnew upon 
the fubject. ‘The vontroverfy has indeed been fo long maintained 
and has engaged ‘o many pens, that novelty is not to be looked 
for, efpecially in the felection and comparifon of diftin& paffages 
of Scripture. We have no objection to Mr. S.’s mode of treating 
the fubjet; it is fair and candid; but we were concerned to find 
many old infinuations revived, and obfervations renewed, which 
we think have long ago been fo fufliciently refuted, as to deferve 
to be forgotten. Such as that the very learned Trinitagians, who 
have appeared in paft times, could fearcely have believed what 
they pretended to believe. ‘hat, notwithftanding every difa- 
vowal of believing centradiGtions, they fill explain matters fo 
as to make them contradictions. ‘The revelation and explanation 
of a myftery are in this work allo again confounded, and thofe who 
maintain the difference, are fcarcely allowed the privilege of 
being in their fenfes. 

Mr, S.*; obfervations upon the form of baptifm, and the doc. 
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trine of atonement, feem alfo to us quite as ftrange’as any 

of- the interpretations of the Trinitarians can do to Mr. S, 

who fees nothing myfterious in our being baptized into the 

name of the Deity, &c. a man, and the divine Power of God, * 
two perfons and an attribute: who befides knows not where it is 
taught in Scripture that any atonement or fatisfaction is required, 
except repentance and amendment. It feents to ‘usa matter “of! 
perfect impofiibility. to overlook the many fcripturat declarations 
exprefsly to the contrary, We certainly, as*"Frinitarians, are 
not fhaken in our faith, by:any of Mr. Smith's remarks; though 
we mutt aflure him we have perufed them with attention, and with 
all the refpe& due toa writer, who fcems to be governed by print 
ciple, and of no illiberai,turn of mind. Mr. Smith endeavours 
to imprefs his readers with a due fenfe of the great imiporcance’ of 
diitinguifhing between the Divinity and Godhead of Jefus, and 
the Arian notion of his pre-exiftence, for which. Mr: S. feems im. 
clined to allow there are fome foundations in Scripture, though he 
fees none at all for the former doétrine. ‘This, however, we 
think material, as it ferves to fhow thus much at leaft, that the 
true nature of our Saviour is nor fo clearly revealed in the New 
Teftament, as to be without fome myttery attending it; for 
Arians and Unitarians are certainly much at variance in the inter. 
pretation of this macicr, which could fcarcely be, if his mere man. 
hood was fo plainly caught, as moft Unitarians pretend. Mr. S, 
does not difpate the miraculous birth of our Sayioury as fome of 
his party do, and though he totally denies his proper divinity, 
yet, in our opinion, he certainly approaches very nearly to the 
acknowledgment of it in the terms of his creed, which he prints 
at p. 141. 


Art. 19. Pofthumous Effyys. By Mr. Abrabam Booth. To which 
is annexed his Confelfion of Faith, delivered at. his Ordination in 
Goodman’s Fields, February 16, 1769+ 12mo. pp. 105. 
Button. 1808. 


The titles of thefe Effays are, ‘* On the Lowe of God to his 
Chofen: People ;’? on ** a Condud and Charafer firmed under the 
Influence of Evangelical Truth,’ and “Evidences of Faith, in 
Jefus Chrift, both negatively and pofttively confidered.’’~—Mt. 
Booth is a very favourite writer with his own party, and, though 
we cannot regard his ftyle or his argiihents as fo powerful and 
irrefiltible as fome do, yet? we would nexrher’ detract froma his 
fame nor his ufefulnefs. Thefe ismuch fy thefeé Efays that may. 
improve mankind, and ‘we’ wWéré pleafed ‘tb find, confidering’, the 
drift of Mr. Booth’s religious opinions,” that he was equally an 
enemy to the weaknefs of fuperftitious terrors, and ‘the extrava- 
gancies of enthufiattic rapture ; and very diffiden. of excluding 
thofe who differed from him from the covenant of grace, At 
leatt fo it appears in the Effays before us, We could object to 
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fome modes of expreffion, but they are fo peculiar to his fect, 
that it is in vain to attempt to correct them ; and to the doc. 


trines they here enforce, we are entirely friendly, only we 
thould exprefs them otherwife. 


Ax. 20. A Defence of she Chrijlian Do&rines of the Society 
of Friends, againft the Charge of Socinianifm; and its Church 
Difcipline vindicated, in Anfwer toa Writer who files him/elf 
Verax. To which is prefixed a Letter to Fohn Evans, the Author 
* of A Sketcd of the Denominations of the Chriftian World,” and 
Stri@ures on the Eighth aud Ninth Editions of that Work. ' By 


hu Bevans, jun. London. 8vo. pp- 279. Phillips and 
‘ardon. 43805. 


This work has now beew three years before the public, and 
we ought to apologize for not noticing it before, but we did not 
till now feel that the controverfy particularly concerned us. The 
book feemed likely to command the attention of the Society 
whofe caufe Mr. Bevans pleads, and beyond that fociety we were 
not fure that it could excite any great intereft. We are rather 
anxious, however, to declare that we have read it with much 
attention, becaufe the author not dnly feems to have taken great 
pains to eftablifh his points, but, as far as we are able to judge, 
nas entirely fucceeded, in expofing the difingenuoufnefs of the 
attacks made upon the fociety by Verax, and of the confiftency of 
its proceedings in the cafe of Hannah Barnard. Mr. B. has very 
pefpicuoufly fhowr, that the ‘* early Friends,’? Fox, Barclay, 
Penn, &c. did fully intend to acknowledge a trixity in the God 
head, though they rejefted as much as poffible all the fchool 
terms: and as to the cafe of Hannah Barnard, we confefs Mr. 
Bevans has fully fatisficd ozr minds thas the focicty was juflified 
in Aleweswg her, and putting a ftop to her miniftry. Mr. Bevans 
is certainly an acute and fenfible writer, and as we have made it 
our bufinefs to examine into the merits of his appeal to Barclay 
and other writers, againft the mifreprefentations of his opponents, 
we muft acknowledge that he feems clearly to have proved what 
he alledges againit them, namely, ‘¢ that it is eafy to give, with 
apparent candour, Joxg citatéews from argumentative difcourfes, 
and yet by /upprefing the premifes and deduétions, to miflead the 
reader as to the true mmtent of the writer.’? P; 138, 139. 

As Mr. Bevans.complains ef the account given of the Society 
in Mr. Evans’s ‘* Sketch of the Denominations of the Chriftian 
World,’” and his remonftrances feem to have been greatly difre- 
garded by the author of that work, we think it but juft to men- 
tion, that he feems entirely to acquiefce in the account given of 
she Friends, in ‘* Adams’s View of Religions,’’ a work we had 

oceafion 
4 

















fe®, 
doc. 
r we 


octety 
burch 
mfelf 
thor 
and 


and 





Brarris# Caratocue. Dewrnity: 643 


occafion te {peak of in a former Review, interms of great comes 
mendation *, , | 


Art. 21. A Sermon, preached in the Parifo Church of Richmond, 
Surrey, on the 8th of March 1807, being the firft Sunday after 
the Ere&ion of a Marble Tablet by the Parifbioners of Richmond; 
in Memory of Thomas Wakefield, B. A. their late beloved and re. 
Spe&ed Minifter. To which is fubjoined a Sketch of the Charac. 
ter of that excellent Man, printed and circulated amengft bis 
Frieuds and Pari/bioners, immediately after bis Deceafe. By Ed 
ward Pattefon, M. A. formerly of Trinity College, Oxford. 
Svo. 31pp. 1s. 6d. Rivingtons. 1807. 7 


This well-written teftimony to the merits of a valuable man, 
who feems to have united all voices in his praife, was by no means 
intentionally overlooked by us. We have read it with particue 
lar pleafure, approving both the occafion, and, in every refpett, 
the ufe made of it. Mr. Pattefon properly abftains from all pars 
ticular and perfonal allufion to the merits of the deceafed, ex 
only where it could be applied with advantage for the inftructioh 
of the living. The few parts which are introduced for this pur. 
pofe are fo ably and judicioufly written, that we cannat refufe 
ourfelves the pleafure of inferting one of them. | 

‘© Often has the word of God been fpoken to you from this 


place, with a zeal for your edification which no diffembler could | 
affume ; with an earneftnefs of manner, which no art could fug. © 


ft; with a fimplicity of language, which no hearer could mif. 
take; and laftly, with a force of argument, and power of per. 
fuafion, which almoft may authorize us to affirm of thofe, on 
whom it was altogether beftowed in vain, that they would not 
have been perfuaded, though one had rifen from the dead.” 

Thefe appeals, and thefe arguments, Mr. P. conjures his hearers 
to recall and infix in their minds as much as poflible, and then 
recurs again to general topics. The character of Mr. Wakefield 
more at large is fubjoined to. the Sermon, as it had appeared in 
fome monthly publications; whether written by the author of 
the difcourfe or any other perfon, is not mentioned. Be this at it 
may, it does honour to the feelings of the writer, little lefs than 
to the qualities of the perfon recorded, in what is modeftly called 
a Sketch. We conclude by inferting the epitaph infcribed 1 pon 
the tablet, which is attributed to the pen of the Rev, Dr, h. 
Symmons, f 
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Reader ! 
his marble is facred to departed excellence, 
and was raifed by the 
Parithioners of Richmond 
to perpetuate’ the name of 
Tuomas Waxrtririp, B. A. 
who for thirty years was 
their Minifter, their Guide, and their Friend. 
It, haply, thou art confcious of congenial virtue 
if like nim thow ‘rt 
pure, juft, beneficent, liberal, and pious, 
upright with man, and humble with God, 
reflect and ‘rejoice, 
that, while thy recompence is certain in heaven 
thy memory fhall be eherifhed upon éarth. 
Thomas Wakefield was born on the 18th of December 17515 
° and died‘on the 26th of. Noveniber 1806. 


a 


i 


If.we miftake not, T. Wakefteld was brother to, that véry 
diffimilar character, Gilbert Wakefield. 


Arr. 22. A Collefion of Evidences for the Divinity of our hard 
fefus Chrif. By the Rev. Ay Fref clon, id. M, Keo r of hd 
worth, Gloucefier, B8to. 86 pps Cadell, &ew 1807. 


While thof who impugn or deny the doStrine of Chrift’s divi- 
nity, are bufy enough to multiply their proefs and eviderices, 
though anfwered and contuted a thoufand and a thoufand times, 
it.as-well that. the ,advocates of that docrine fhould keep pace 
with them, that the world may be at leaf affured that it is nét 
One party only that. 13 careful to fearch the > Seri iptures, tor the 


ef Haid hment and confirmation ef its opinion n) Mr. Frefton tell: 
ns this publication is ** the trait of many years reflection ;”” sha 
that his attention and ttudies have been dirc¢ted to: points ot 


material importance, will appear from the following fummary of 
the heads or fectfons inte. which his,work is divided. 

birt, _ ‘The defeription ot ne Mefiiah inv the Old Teftanient. 

Secon Hy. Our Saviour’s aflertions concerning himfelf, 

Phirdiy. The opinions of his friends concerning hip. 

Pourth 4, Lhe conceflions of his encmies. 

Balint . Anfwers to objections. 

Khe yxth head is only a recapitulation of the argument, or 
fynoplis cl of the work. 

UL: he each of thefe heads Mr. F. has colleGed ftrong evidences 
irfaveur of the dottrire;- though it-is-not-poflible now to. bring- 
for: a: much that is new; but repetitions, and new arrange- 
ments, are as important on the one fide as the other, and Mr. F. 
has.certainly acquitted himfelf well.. The w ork is with great 
propriety inferibed to his w orthy diocefan, Bifhop Huntingford. 
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MISCELLANIES. 


Ar?T. 23. A Shetch of the Hip. ry dnd f refent State of the Lhand 
of Ferfey. By Thomas Lyte, Military Surveyor. ~8vo. 35. 
Egerton. 1808. 


This is a convenient and nfeful litle tract, and muft: be an 
agreeable manual. for occafional vifitors of the ifland of Jerfey ; 
which we underitand to be highly worthy of a rifit. If ix 
fhould pais to a fecond edition, we advife the publifher to add'a 
{mall map,, which will be particularly ferviceable. ‘ Thefe little 
ikerches are very acceptable generally, and to nautical\men: in 
particular, ‘This tract gives an animated detail of the attempted 
invafion of this illand by the French in the time of Major Pier. 
fon, in which that gallant officer died in the moment of victory. 
‘The author feems to intimate that jerfey is not entirely, which 
its local ficuation loudly demands, in a fuitable Mate of de. 
fence. 


Art. 24. Toleration of Marriage in the Univerfities recommended 
to the Attention of the Heads of Houfes; with Remarks on the 
Provifions with which it Joculd be guarded. By Charles Fari/, 
B.D. Felliw of Queen's College, Cambridge. 8v0. 44 pps 
2s. Hatchard. 


The fabjeét difcoffed by this author is of no fmall. importance 
znd difficulty. General principles would, no doubt, fupport the 
meafure, which he recommends with confiderable force .and. inge- 
nuiry. Yer there mav be (and we think are) {pecial reafons tor 
ouettioning its expediency in the particular cafe in queftion. 
We reudily admit the‘auchor’s affertion, that ‘it never can be 
for the advancementof learning to deprive fchalars of the dos 
meitic comforts which call forth energy and. exertion ijn every 
ether walk of ‘life’—We alfo agree to his opinion, that the 
amount of preferméent which vacates a fellowthip, is, in general, 
rather too fall. -He propofes that ‘* no. fellowthip fhould be 
vacated on account of property and preicrment jointly amoont.- 
ing to lefs than 300]. a year; but that property of every kind, 
whether in the funds or elfewherey which has been acguired by 
inheritance, or bequeft, or marriage, and preferment whigh can 
be held for life, if the joint ameunt be zool, a year, exclu ive of 
the fellowhhip, fhould caufe a vacancy.”"—To counteract the 
further depreciation in thé value/of money, he ,propples tijat; the 
fum of 300]. fhould” be enlarged, in, proporsion.co the price of 
corn, whenever it fhould became basely fafbcient to purchase five. 
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But the author’s principal objeét is to procure she iffion 
of matrimony to be ceded ~! the Fellows. In nh ee¥ te the 
objection, ‘ that the fucceffion would be very much retarded by 
that permiffion ;’’ he alledges that ‘* not one in ten of the Fellows 
Vagate merely by being married. They in general marry decane 
they haye a provifion far a family; and that provifion of itfelf wauld 
wacate their Fellouybips.’’ : ) 

The utmoft (according to this author) that would be loft to 
the f/uceefion by this meafure, would be one in eight, or one in 
ten. Bart he ftates {everal circumftances, which, he thinks, fhould 
seduce the calculation ftill lower; and argues that, although a 
Fellowfhip were not vacated éy marriage, it would, in many 
cafes, be fooner vacated in confequence of marriage, than if the 
purty were left to wear out his time in college, without connec- 
tions that were interefted in his welfare. 

That the families of married Fellows could not be accommo. 
dated in their refpective colleges, is readily admitted by the 
author ; and he accordingly propofes that houfes fhould be al- 
lowed to the tutors alone. Of the other Fellows, he fays, ‘ the 
few that would be enabled to marry, might lead a ufeful life ia 
fome diftant parifh ; or if they chofe to keep refidence, might hire 
a houfe in the town, and fubmit to fuch regulations as the col- 
Jege might think proper to impofe.’’ 

The author then proceeds to anfwer feveral objections which 
have been made to the plan propofed by him; fome of which in- 
deed are too futile to require an anfwer. He defcants much upon 
the advantage of married tutors refiding with their families in 
the colleges; an advantage, however, which perhaps would be 
balanced by fome incon-eniences—A fhort Ac of Parliament, 
he thinks, ‘‘ may be fufficient for removing the reftriction on 
marriage, as many things had better be left to be adjufted by 
the particular colleges.’’ 3 

It cannot be fuppofed that we (having in our corps a majority 
of married men) can entertain any prejudice againft the meafure 
propofed. Yet, without yenturing to pronounce upon its expe. 
diency, we cannot but be apprehenfive of fome iil confequences 
that may sefult from it; and think fo important a meafure fhould 
be maturely weighed, and viewed in every light, before it is 
adopted. , 


Ant. 25. Advice from a Lady to her Granddaughters, in a Series 


of familiar Effcys on various Subje@s. 12m0. 78. Hatchard. 
¥8o08. | ; 


This is a very seme te, ufeful little volume, confifting 
of brief but well written effays, on the fubje&s moft important 


itt education generally, but more particularly in that of a youth. 
ful female. ‘Thefe fubjefts are Charity, Filial Doty, — 
3 ove, 
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Zove, Accomplithments, Evil Speaking, Sincerity, Politenefs, 
reading the Scriptures, reading Hittory, reading the Works of 
Addifon, reading Books exprefsly. written for the Female Sex, 
among thefe are Gifborne’s Enquiries into the Duties of the Fe- 
male Sex, Lord Halifax’s Advice to a Daughter, Mrs. Cha- 

ne’s Letters on the Improvement of the Mind, an Unfortu 
nate Mother’s Advice to her Daughters, and the Writings of 
Mrs. More. The other Effays are, on reading Novels, which 
is full of fterling good fenfe, on reading Poetry, on entezing 
into general Society, on Situation in Life, on Marriage, and on a 
Single State. 

As we think very highly of this little volume and with to re. 
commend its general circulation, we are rather inclined to regret 
that itis not fold at a more moderate price ; feven fhillings is a 
large fum for a duodecimo volume, which does not extend to three. 
hundred pages. 


Art. 26. uftitutes of Latin Grammar. By Fobu Grant, A. M. 
8vo. 453 pp. 108. 6d. Longman, 1898. 


This is an elaborate compilation, and may, as the author fays, 

“*© furnifh the fenior fcholar with ufeful initruction, and the matter 
with a convenient book.-of occafional reference ;’’ bat is much 
tao extenfive to be received any where as a book of initiation. A 
work of this kind does not certainly admit much novelty of 
matter, it muft be principally a compilation ; the author how. 
ever alledges, that ‘* fome explanations and critical remarks ate 
here given, which are not to be found in any grammar with 
which he is acguainted.’’ Thefe, in juftice to. himfelf, Mr. G, 
Yhould have pointed out, for who, in fuch a mafs, can difcover or 
afcertain them, unlefs he be acquainted, which few can be, with 
all grammars? The author alfo fufpects, that there may be 
faults and imperfections. Thefe, however, we have. not no. 
ticed, except in the cafe of the fupines, where we obferve, that 
Mr. Grant injudicioufly retains the eld dottrine, and forms the 
participle from the fupine, not the fupine from the participle. 
Johnfon’s Grammatical Commentaries might have fhown him 
how few Latin verbs, comparatively, have afcertained and ex. 
emplified fapines ; and the Weftminiter Grammar, which be often 
copies, might have told him, that they were more properly to be 
confidered as verbal nouns, of only two cafes. 


‘© Er verbalia in «um, -u, qua ca/gd difta fupina.” + 


But with refpect to compilation, we havea word or two more 
cofay. Is it fair dealing to take whole lines, and particularly 
yerfes, verbatim, from a diving author, withoue the finailett ac. 
knowledgment ? Without even mentioning the author's name, 
except once to diflent from him? {p. 265) ‘This Mr. Grant has 
done with regard to Dr. Valpy. To prove it, the rcader has only to 
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turn to the goth page of thefe Inftitutes, and then to the Sth page 
of Dr. Valpy’s LatinGrammar. There, from the top to the word 
pharus, &c. every fingle line, both of profe and verfe, i is exactly 
copied either from the text or the notes. ‘The fame is the caf, 
and nearly to the fame extent, in the 31ft page, where among the 


lines purloined are thefe, too remarkable to have been uncon- 
fcioufly recollected. 


*¢ Sol, ren, {plen, fons, mons, pons, mus, as, befque, meridi- 
«* -e8, dens, fermo, lebes, magnes, thoraxque, tapefque.’’ 


Mr. Grant is equally free in borrowing, under his third 
fpecial rule p. 32; and in various parts of his book, we trace him 
again and again, taking line for line from this criginal. In his 

37th page he copies the Weftminfter Grammar with equal exaét- 
nets ; bue there he has the grace to fay that he does fo; though 
as that Grammar has been fo long g public, he might more excufe. 
ably have been filent as to his obli gations 

What then fhall we fay of this book ? Evidently this, that it 
isa learned and laborious com pilation, bringing togeth er a large 
quantity of ufeful information, from a vait variety of fourees ; 
bat that it would have been more ie ty eagles the co mpiler, as 
well as more fatisfalory to the reader, if in every inftance it had 

“been carefully fp: ‘ified to whom the w orld was originally 
obliged for the information. There is much want of an Index to 
the whole. 

ArT. 29. Commercial Arithmetic s with on. Ap perm Vix upon Al ve. 


, 


re) 
Pes ee care 6: bdtww ton 7) 2 9 Pee ee van 
bratcal Fauations : being an Introdufion to the Elentexts CS Mti« 
>. » , 4 \.Z - at th.’ ht eewrk >. AR 
FTCKCC. By Cc) p ? / 4 . Antl 7 Of lie LLCEVCV AH? 3 Jyyiant. 


7Z2mo. 2°6 pp- oy) :. Symonds and Boofey. 


A f{cientific book 1s never out of date, unlefs fuperfeded by con- 
futation, or further dieoress . Neither is it likely to happen to 
this work, which therefore we announce, though fomewhat late, 
The author begins by common arithmetic, and by very juft ex. 
plagations of the nature of decimal notation and calculation ; and 
riles by deg re es to thote Ope ratio which } cul: atly belo: gto 
commerce. fis comparative ta ble of the French and generah 
kalendar, though now faperfeded, will remain a curiofity ; and 
may ferve to illuitrate foine books publithed during the continu- 
ance of what Burke called the ‘* yipfey jargon,”’ 


&'r 
Art. 28. The Adventures of Ulifis. By Charles Lomb. 12M0¢ 
58. juvenile Library. 1808. 


This little Chriftmas prefent is intended as a fupplement to 
the Adventures of Telemachus, and exhibits the hte, conduct, 
and fufferings of his father Ulyfies. The fictions, of courfe, caiitate 
the inventions of Grecian mythology, and the mee? is 
taken 
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taken from the Odyfley of Homer. Ir is very neatly executed 
in geveral, but there 1s’ a certain quaincnefs of ftyle, which feems 
to arife from too laboured an attempt at fimplicity, 


Art. 20. Ax Academy for Grown Hor/emens: containine the 
9 y , ; 1g 
complete? Infructions for Walking, Trotiing, Caxtering, Gallop- 
pings S tumbling, and I umbling. The Asnals of Ho Semanpbip : 
Conia 12 Ace mers of Accidental E wpe IWHCENTS and Experimental 
Accidents, both fucce/sful and unfucce/sful ; communicaied by va- 
vious Corre/poudents to the Author, Geoffrey Gembada,. Ef. 
Riding Mafter, Mafter of the Horfe, and Grand’ Equerry to the 
Doge of Venice. ILllufrated with Cuts, by the .moft eminent 
Artis. Second Edition, 1zmo. 126 pp, with Zz Plates. 
8s. Vernor and Hood, &c.. 1808. ' 


With great delight do we hail this fatisfa&tory: republication: 
of two works, originally publithed before our) critical exiftence, 
but always the fource of hearty merriment and gratification to us. 
The fingular, and truly original humour ef the writing, and the 
unrivalled burlefque of the plates, have always made thefé books 
prime favourites, with all who had any relith for harmlefs wit, and 
{fatire, by which no individual is hurt. We prefume that the re- 
publication appears with the confent of the original author, and 
if fo, no poflible obje@ion can be made to it. ‘The publithers 
have been very wife in employing the hand of Mr. Rowlandfon to 
etch the numerous plates: few other artiits would have preferved 
fo entirely without diminution the freedom, as.well as the humour, 
of Mr. Bunbury’s original defigns ; which here, though in not 
more than an eighth part of the fize, have all the fpirit and effe@ 
of -the firt plates. Mr. Gambado, Matter of the idorfe, &c. to 
the Doge of Venice, which is perfectly equivalent to Lord High 
Admiral to the King of Bohemia, fhines here, though in mini- 
ature, with undiminifhed luflre: and an amufement may be ob- 
tained for eight fhillings, which before was rather an expenfive 
luxury. Happy they, indeed, who poffefs the firit edition; yet 
not unenviable they, who, for a much {maller purchafe, obtain 
as much wit, humour, and amufement as were ever compretied 
into fo {mall a compafs. 

do thofe few who may happen not to know the work already, 
tue very lift of the plates may give fome idea of it. 1. Geoffrey 
Gambado, (a portrait of the author.) 2. The miftaken notion, 
2. A bit of blood. 4. One way to ftop your horfe; (namely, 
by riding againit a ftage coach.) 5. How to lofe your way. 
6. How te ftop your horfe at pleafure, (by gallopping into a 
ftable.) 7. How to ride up Hyde Park. 8. How to ride gen. 
teel and agreeable down hill. g. How to turn any horfe, mare, 
or gelding. 10. How to be run away with. 11, How to pafs 
a carriage. 12. How to ride a horfe upon three legs, Part II. 
13. Apotheofis of Geoffrey Gambado. 14. Mr. Gambado feeing 
the world. 15. Dr. Caffock, F.R.S. inventor of the noble 
puzale for tambje-down hories, 16, The puzzle for —- 
orfe, 
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horfe, Turk, Frenchman, or Chriftian. 17. How to make the 
emaoft of a horfe. 18. How to make the Jeaft of him. 19. How 
to do things by halves. 20. Tricks upon travellers. 21. Love 
and wind. 22. Me, my wife, and daughter.. 23. How to 
make the mare to go. 24. How to prevent a horfe flipping his 
girths. 25. How toride withouta bridle. 26. A daify-cutter, 
with his varieties. 27. The tumbler, or its affinities. 28. A 
horfe with a nofe.. 29. How to travel upon two legs in a froft. 


MONTHLY LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 

| DIVINITY. : 

The Chriftian Code; or, a Regular Digeft of Chrift’s Difpen- 
fation. By an Old Graduate of Cambridge. 4to, 11. 15. 

Practical Sermons. By the Rev. Jofeph Milner, M.A. Vol. 
Il. To which is prefixed,.An Account of his Life and Cha- 
raéter. By the Rev. Ifaac Milner, D.D. Dean of Carlifle, and 
‘Mafter of Queen’s College, Cambridge. gs. 

The Credibility of the Jewith Exodus, defended againft fome 
Remarks of Edward Gibbon, Efq. and the Edinburgh Reviewers, 
By the Rev. William Cockburn, A.M. Chriftian Advocate in 
the Univerfity of Cambridge. 3s. 6d. 

Perlege Si Vis. A Letter addreffed to the Right Rev. Spencer, 
Lord Bithop of Peterborough, in Anfwer to an Appeal made te 
the ‘ Society for defending the Civil Rights of the Diffenters,’”’ 
relative to the important Queftion of C/urch Burial, by the Efta- 
blifhed Clergy, &c. By John Wight Wickes, M.A. Rector of 
Wardley cum Belton, Rutland; and Chaplain to H. R, H. the 
Duke of Cumberland. 2s. 

The Dangers of the Edinburgh Review; or a brief Expofure 
of its Principles in Religion, Morals, and Politics. In three 
Letters, addreffed to its Keaders. By Mentor. ts. 

A Short Diffuafive from a common Sin, eafily avoided ; with 
a Prefatory Addrefs to the Clergy of England. 2d. 

A Sermon, occafioned by the Death of the Rev. Theophilus 
Lindfey, A. M. preached at the Chapel in Effex-ftreet, Strand, 
Nov. 15, 1808. To which is added, a brief Biographical Me. 
moir. By Thormas Belfham, Minifter of the Chapel. 2s. 

A Difeourfe, delivered at Ditcheling, in Suffex, before a So- 
ciety of Unitarian Chriitians, eftablifhed in the South of England, 
for promoting the genuine Knowledge of the Scriptures, and the 
Practice of Virtue, by the Diftribution of Books, on Wednefday, 
July 13; and at Portimouth, July 24, 1808. By Ruffell 
Scott. Is. 

‘The Object and Conclufion of the Chriftian Minifters’ Mortal 
Life ; a Sermon, preached at the New Meeting Houfe in Birm- 
ingham, ‘Sept. 25, 1808, on Occafion of the Death of the Rev. 
John Edwards. By John Kentifh. 1s. 

HISTORY. TOPOGRAPHY. 

Hiftory of the Univerfity of Edinburgh, from 1580 to 1646, 

By Thomas Crawford, A. M. Profeflor of Philofuphy and Ma. 
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thematics in the College of Edinburgh in 1646. To which is 
prefixed, the Charter granted to the College, by James the Sixell 
of Scotland, in ma 78. 6d. 


The Hiftory and Antiquities of Cleveland, in the North Ri 
of the County of York: comprehending an Hiftorical and 
fcriptive View of the angient and t Stare of each Parith 
within the Wapentake of Langbargh: the Soil, Produce, and 
Natural Curioficies; wirk the Origin end Genealogy of the pri 
cipal Families within the Djftrict. By the Rev. John 
4to. tl. i1s, 6d. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Anecdotes of Literature and Scarce Books. By the Réy. W. 
Beloe. Teanflator of Herodotos, kc. Vol. III. gs. 

Law. : 

The Attorney General, weras Brown, Parry, others; 
The whole of the Proceedings o: this important from its 
Commencement in November 3807, to its final Decifion, de. By’ 
W.R. H. Brown. 3s. od. . 

A Treatife on the Law of Tithes, compiled in Part from fome 
Notes of Richard Woodefon, D.C.L. late Vindtian Profeffor at 
Oxford, and Counfel to that Univerfity, By Samuel Toller, Efy. 
Barriiter at Law. 8vo. tos. 6d, . 

A Treatife on the Law of Dittreffes, with full Dire&tions for 
making and conducting a Diftrefs for Rent, or any other Caufe, 
By James Bradby, of Lincoln’s Inn. 8vo. 7s. 6d, 

ELOQUENCE. 

A Guide to Elocution, divided into fix Parts, containin 
Grammar, Compolition, Synonymy, Language, Orations, an 
Poems. By John Sabine. 4s. 

The Britith Cicero; or, a Selection of the moft admired Speeches 
in the Englifh Language ; arranged under three diftin® Heads 
of Popular, Parliamentary, and Judicial Oratory ; with Hiftorical 
Illuftrations. To which is prefixed, an Introduétion to the 
Study and Prattice of Eloquence. By Thomas Brown, LL.D, 
3 vols. 8vo. 11, 11s, 6d. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

The Life of the Princefs Louifa, a Carmelite Nun, Daughter 
of Louis XV. and Aunt to Louis XVI. Kings of France. 
Tranflated from the French of Abbe Proyard. 2 vols. tos. 

Memoirs of Robert Cary, Earl of Monmouth. Written by 
Himfelf. Publifhed from an original M.S. in the Cuttody of the 
Earl of Cork and Orrery. To which is added, Fragmenta 
Regalia; being a Hiftory.of Queen Elizabeth’s Favourites, By 
Sir Robert Naunton, with explanatory Annotations, 8vo, 
ros, 6d. 

An Effay onthe Earlier Part of the Life of Swift. By the 
Rev. John Bargett, D.D. and Vice-Provoft of Trinity College, 
Dublin. To which are fubjoined, Pieces afcribed to Swift 5 
Two of his ee Letters; and Extracts from his Remarks on 


Bp. Burnett’s Hiftory. 8vo. 55. 
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Letters from: the ‘late W.: Warburton, "D.D. ‘Bifrop of Gloa- 
@efter, tothe late R.\Hurd, D.D. Bithop of Worcefter,. from the 
Year 1749 to 1776, left for Publi¢ation by the late Bifhop Hurd, 
with the Title of “* Levrets from a late emindnt Prelate to one of 
his Friends, &ei” tos thogsie % 

Memoirs of Frederick: and Margaret-Klopftock.. » Tranfjated 
from. the German) 65. ; i 
: AGRICULTURE. © | , 

The Plough! Wright’s A fliftant;~being a New Pratival Trea- 
tife on the Plough, and on various other important Implements 
made Ufe of in Agriculture “By Andrew Gray, Author of the 
Experienced’ Mill_ wright. Svo.+' 168. | im 2a30! : 

Abolition of ‘Tithes Recommended, in an Addréfs to. the. Agri. 
culturifts of Great Britain. ByRichard Flower. 15, 6d. 
. MEDICAL, yams! 

Practical Obfervations on the Nature and Culture of Strictures 
in’ thé Urethra. ~ By Willtam Wadd} Member of the College of 
Surgeons, 3: 

Cafes of Diabetes, Confumption, &c.; with Obi ations on 
the Hiftory and ‘Treatment~ot Difeafe in general. “By Robert 
Watt, Member of the Faculty of Phyficians and Surgeons, Glaf- 
gow. 8vo. 8s, 

A Treatife on Scrophula. “By James Raffel, Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, &c. Edinburgh.  ¢s. 

An Expottulatory ‘Letter to’ Dr. Mefeley, on his Review of 
the Report of the London College of Phyficians on Vaccination. 
By M. T. C. M.B. F.L.S. 8vo. 2s. @d. 

An Inquiry into the Symptoms and ‘Treatment of Carditis, 
or the Inflammation of the Heart; illuftrated by Cafes and: Dif- 
fections, from which it appears, that the Opinions generally enter- 
tained refpecting this formidable Difeaie, are erroneous. By 
John Ford Davis, M.D. © 6s. 

The London Medical Dictionary; including, under diftin®? 
Heads, every Branch of Medicine, viz. Anatomy, Phytiology, 
and Pathology; the Practice of Phyfic and Surgery, TPhera- 
peutics, and Materia Medica; and whatever relates to Medicine 
wn Natural’ Philofophy, Chemiftry, and Natural Hifery. By 
Bartholomew Parr, M.D. F.R.S. Lond. and Edin. and Senior 
Phyfician of the Exeter Hofpital. 2 vols. gto. 4]. 16s. 

A. Corr. Celfi de Medicina Libri Otto gutbus accedun 
Indices capitum Auttorum et Rerum ex recenfione Leonardi 
Targae. 12s, 


POLITICS, 

The Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, held at Chelfea 
College, on. the Conduct of, the Officers who conducted the Con- 
vention of Cintra. 25. 6d. 

A Pamphlet on the Caufes of our late'Military and Political 
Difafters: with fome Hints for preventing ‘their recurrence. By 
Decius. °23: | | 
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Parliamentary’ Logie: to which are fubjoined, Two Speeches. 
delivered in the Houie of Commons of Ireland, and other Pieces, 
By the Right Hon, Willianr Gerard Hamilton. With an Ap. 
pe ‘ndix; cont aining Confiderations on the Corn Laws. By Sa. 
muel johnfon, LL.D: never before printed. 8s. | 

Ardnt’s Spi rit of the Times ; tranflated from the German by 
the Rev. P. W,; being the Work for the Publication of which 
the unfortutate Palm, of Erlangen; was facrificed by Napoleon, 
the Deftroyer: containing Hittorical and Political Shetches, 
with Prognoftics, relative’to Spain and Preabin, ces Raflia, Turkey, 
Anttria, ¥ rahee, and Bonaparte. 45. 

Sub@ance of the prefent Overtures and peading Difeufions be. 
tween England, Kranee, and Ruflin.. 26, Od. . 

A Letter to a Nobleman, concerning the Farmer’s. Jncome 
Tax: witha Hint on the Principles of Reprefentation, &e, 23; 

PORTRY. 

England and Spain; or Valour and Patriotifm: a Poem. By 
Felicia Dorothea Browne... 400. °° 5s. 

Reliques- of Robere’Burns 2 confi iting: chicfly of original Let. 
ters, Poems, and critical Obfervattons om Soortifi Songs: Col. 
lee agd pablifhed iby: RL He Cromeks.: 110s, 6d. 

Poems. By: Mifs S. Evance. Seleéted from her earlieft Pro. 
dudions;!to thoferof the prefent Year. 58. 

The Minor Minttels or Poetical Picces, chiefly familiar and 
deferiptive: “By Witianr Holloway. 4ss 

‘Phe Pattorail’s or Lyre Mufe DPFeotland; a Poem, in. three 
Caatos~: By Hector Macniell, ‘EM. gto. 7s 6d: 


The» Rural SEnthafialy and other Poems. By Mrs, M, H. 


Hay. Ios. 6d. 
DRAMATIC. rit 

The Britith The ‘atre; or a Colleétion of. Playsy" which are 
acted ar the ‘Bieatres Royal Drury-Lane, Covent-Garden, and 
Haymarket. Printed under the Authority, ‘and by the Permiffion 
of the Munagérs,. from the Prompt. Books. With Biographical 
and Critical a narks by Mrs. Inchbald. 25 vols. royal 18mo. 
61.1 Gge 6dis°-Rine paper 131. 

The School for: Authors, a Comedy, in-three Aéts, now per. 
forming at othe Theatre Royal, Hay market, Written by the 


late Joh n Tobin, Biq. 2s. | 
NOVELS. 


Fatconbri age Abs bey, a Devonfhire Story. By Mrs. Hanway, 
c vols. th - OK I. 

Londoh ; or et th without Treafon. By F. Lathom, Efq. 
4 vols. ri, 


Owen eShendbires: and other Tales. By Anthony Frederic 


Holftcin. . 3 vols. 13s. 6d, 
Lionel #or the Impenetrable Command: a Hiftorical’ Riiishenee. 


3y Mrs. C. Maxwell. 2zvols. 85. 
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Frances and Jofepha, a Tale, from the German of Buber. By 
William Fardely. 3s. 

Memoirs of an American Lady: with Sketches of Manners 
and Scenery in America, as they exifted previous to the Revo. 
Jution. By Mrs. Grant. 2 vols. 10s. 6c. 

Woman; or Ida of Athens. By Mifs Owenfon. 4 vols. 
a]. 1s. ; 

Corinna of England, and a Heroine in the Shade; a Romance. 
2vols. gs. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Studies of Chefs ; containing Caiffa, a Poem by Sir Wm. Jones: 
a fyftematic Introduction to the Game, and the whole Analyfis 
of Chefs. By Mr. A. D. Phillidor, With original Critical 
Remarks. 2 vols. 10s. 6d, 

Celebs in Search of a Wife: comprehending Obfervations on 
Domeftic Habits and Manners, Religion and Morals. 2 vols, 
12s. 

A Defcription of a Hurricane encountered by His Majefty’s 
Ship Theftus, in the Weftern Atlantic Ocean, With Engrav. 
ings by Capt. Burt, R.N. 1s. 

A Letter to the Governors of Chrift’s Hofpital; being a Re- 
futation of the Inveétives and Mifreprefentations contained in a 
Letter from the Rev. D. Warren, Vicar of Edmonton, to Wil- 
liam Mellih, Efg. M.P. By Robert Waithman. 1s. 6d. 

Proceedings of the Grand Juries, Magiftrates, and other No. 
hlemen and Gentlemen of the County of Gloucefter, on defign- 
ing and executing a General Reform in the Conftruttion and 
Regulation of the Prifons for the faid County. By Sir G. O. 
Pael, Bart. 6s. oh 

An Analytic Abridgement of Locke’s Effay on the Human 
Underftanding. 5s. 6d. 

The Compofitor’s and Prefiman’s Guide to the Art of Printing. 
By C. Stower, Printer, 12mo. 3s. 6d. 

The Angler's Manual; or Concife Leflons of Experience. 

s. 6d. 

, Hogan Exploded; or a few old Englith Notes ftated. againt 
Four Trith Raps. By Corporal Fofs, A.S.S. 2s. 6d. 

The Incontrovertible Proofs of the Forgeries contained in 
Major Hogan’s Appeal. es. 

Obfervations on his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Kent's 
fhameful Perfecution, fince his Recal from Gibraltar. By Pierre, 
Franc McCallum, Efq. 2s. 6d. 

A Statement of Faéts, relative to the Conduct of the Rev. 
Tohn Clayton, Senior, the Rev. John Clayton, Junior, and the 
Rev. William Clayton: the Proceedings on the Trial of an 
Aion brought by Benjamin Flower againft the Rev. John Clay. 
ton, Jun, for Defamation. With Remarks, Printéih by the 
Plainuf. 4s. 6d. 
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Sketches, Inftruétive and Entertaining, in Englith, French, 
and German. By Dr. Render, Profeffor of Modern Languages, 
Os. 

A Dialogue in the Elyfian Fields, between the Right Hon. 
C. J. Fox, and fome of his Royal Progenitors, 4to. 25. 

Prifon Lucubrations; or Letters from that well-known Cita. 
del, Ellenborough Caftle, in St. George’s Fields. By a Veteran. 
3s. Gd. 





ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Since our laft, we have received a Letter from a moft re- 
{péétable Quaker, J. G. Bevan, author of feveral valuable 
works, defiring to obviate the conclufion which he appre- 
hends may be drawn from what we faid in page 472, con- 
netted with the words of Mr. Le Mefurier; namely, that 
the Quakers agree with the Unitarians in denying the Di- 
vinity of our Saviour. This he unequivocally contradiéts 
in words too ftrong not to be copied, ‘* The Unitarians,’’ 
he fays, ‘* (as they choo’e to call themfelves, though lam 
not fond of allowing them a fole and exclalive property in 
the name) have, I believe no great objection to be con- 
founded with us. . Tonce wrote a [mall pamphlet, on a par- 
ticular occafion, to fhow the: fleady adherence of our early 
writers to the Apoftolic doétiine, and the great and irrecon- 
cileable difference between us and the Unitarians; and the 

ublic difownment (not long after) of a minifter, for having 
held and broached Socinian opinioas, is a proof that the So- 
ciety now is in unifon with its primitive members.” 

The Public may therefore confider it as indubitably clear, 
that the Quakers do not coincide at all with the Socinians, 
as to the point of our Saviour’s divinity; and, if we faid any 
thing which might feem to imply the contrary, we are happy 
to take this opportunity of difowning it. We have no. 
ticed. in. this Number a Tra& by an author, whofe name is 
very fimilar to that of our Correfpondent, and on almoft the 


fame fubjeft. 


The Letter of a Confubfantialift has been received. The 
Author is entitled to our beft thanks, and his hint fhall cer- 
tainly be remembered. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Mr. Tedd’s new Edition of Mr/ton will be publithed in a 
few weeks. The- fame Gentleman has fent to the Prefs, 
Obfervationg on Gower and Chaucer. 

Mr. Belse’s Fourth Volume of Anecdotes of Literature and 
rare Books is printing. 





Caledonian 
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Caledonian Sketches, by. thes Author of the Stranger -in 
France, ‘Tour round the Baltic,’ &cvwith Engravings bya 
celebrated Artift, may foon be’expeéted, 

Lerd Valentia has printed Two Volumes of his Travels; 
the whole will be printed in Three Volumes Quarto, and 
may be expetied i in Moy or June. 

Mr. Coleridge has undertaken the fuperintendence of a_ 


‘Periodical Work, which isco appear. uuder the Title of Zhe 
F rie end 


Dr. Hales’s Fir V olume of a New Analyfis of Chrenalogy 
is nearly printed, and will be publifhed in the prefent month. 
It will ui three Quarto Volumes. 

Dr.,Popham’s Remarks on Various. Texts of Scripture are in 
great forwardnefs, and may-be expetted.in a few weeks. 

Dr. Kidd's Outlines of Mineralogy, in'two Ottave Volumes, 
will appear tn the courfe of the prefent month. 

Mr. Maeariney is about to pubhtfh' a fniall Work’ on the 
Relation between external and internal Parts,“ by which the 
Situation of any important Blood- V eflel, Nerve, &. may 
be precifely afcertained in the living Body. ‘To be illuf. 
trated by Plates, &c. 

Mr. Edgewerth’s Work on Pre ofc ffienal Education, whieh 
will form a Quarto Volume, is far advanced at the prefs, and , 
may foon' be expeéted. 

Mr. Palewhele is colle€ting the Correfpandence and Papers 
ef the late Mr. John Whitaker, with a view to the publication 
of his Memoirs. 

Mr. Thomas Green, of Liverpool, a yvoutli of 17, has in 
the prefs a Volume of Poems, which will appear early in the 
prefent month. 

Mr. Hayley’s Lite of Ronmey, the Artift, is nearly ready for 
publication, in am‘ elegant Quasto V eerers Muftrated by 
Kugravings. : * 

Bifhop Warburton’s Letters, announced in our “Monthly 
Lift, are already out-of print; a fecond Edition is. ‘preparing 
with all poflible fpeed. 

The London B: okfellers have completed the Chronicle of 
Héllingwbed ; thet of Fgilis almofl ready, and Grajfon is in the 
prefs. 

Dr. Nott’s edition of the Poems of Henry Howard, Earl 
of Surrey, will foon be publiftied: 0 

The number of Publications of the year 1308, amounts ta 
about four hundred antl Gil. *.1z ae 
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